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The family of the late Phillip Earl Thompson would like to express our
deepest appreciation for the many acts of kindness extended during
this sad time of bereavement.

We are grateful for the richness of his life, the kindness of his heart,
and the love of his friends.
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5625 N.E. Fremont Street
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Phone 503-281-3821
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR

Phillip Earl Thompson

1950 - 2024

VIEWING
Thursday, August 15, 2024 ~ 10:30am to 11:30am
Rose City Funeral Home
5625 NE Fremont Street
Portland, Oregon 97213

INTERMENT
Thursday, August 15, 2024 ~ 2:00pm
Rose City Cemetery

5625 NE Fremont Street
Portland, Oregon 97213

OFFICIATING
Brother Robert Davis

Repass immediately following service at
Lakeside Gardens Banquet Center
16211 SE Foster Road
Portland, OR 97236



Obituary

Phillip Earl Thompson (Phil, as he is affectionately known) was born in Portland,
Oregon on November 17, 1950 to Mosco and Lena May Thompson. The fifth of seven
beautiful children, it was immediately obvious that this little boy was something special.
He was insightful, goal oriented, driven, hardworking, independent, and strong willed
on the one hand and dependable, caring, compassionate, loving, generous, and nurturing
on the other. . .all traits instilled in him by his parents.

Phil was educated in Portland, Oregon where he attended Grant High School (Go
Generals!!). Phil was pragmatic in his approach to life. He believed in the dignity of work
and would often tell his children, nieces and nephews that if they wanted nice things they
would have to work for them. Phil was a lover of quality and liked to surround himself
with the finer’ things in life...and so he worked. Phil was adventurous and loved to
travel. He moved to Long Beach, California where he began his professional career at
Hughes Aircrafl. Upon his return to Portland, he joined the Nabisco Company and
then Wonder Bread. Phil was an entrepreneur. He was the owner/operator of his own
trucking company before joining the Trimet Transportation Company where he worked
Jfor over 30 years before retiring in November 2012.

In his early years, Phil, together with his parents, and siblings became brothers
and sisters of the 7th and Dekum Kingdom Hall in Portland, Oregon where they were
members of the Wood Lawn congregation. Together, he and his siblings were baptized
there. Phil loved Jehovah. As he grew into manhood, on any given Sunday, he could be

Jfound visiting neighboring Kingdom Halls in the Portland area to further feed his desire
Sfor spiritual knowledge and growth. His introduction to spirituality and bis love of
Jebovah was cultivated as a young man when he was introduced to the ‘Serenity Prayer’
That prayer fueled his quest for knowledge concerning the scriptures and became the rule
by which he lived his life.

As a child, Phil loved to dress. He admired high fashion and understood
instinctively what it would take to satisfy his desire to always present himself well, and
50 he worked. As a small boy he would pick beans &3 berries and sell them to earn money
to purchase his school clothes. As a teenager he worked at McDonald's to do the same.
Asa young adult, Phil was a sucfexsﬁz/ business man. He honed his cmft as a carpenter
and became known around town as ‘the’ man to call for exceptional renovations and
home additions. Phil was knowledgeable about most things and everyone knew they
could call on him at any time. Phil met no strangers. And as a result, he was extremely
popular with the young ladies in Portland, but bis sense of responsibility and love of

Sfamily drove him to search for that special ‘one’. He met the love of his life, JoAnn
Brunson in June of 1972. They married in January 1973. To that union, 4 beautiful
children were born: Kai, Phillip Deandre (DeeDee), Anjaneik, and Shaun. While Phil
preached education, responsibility and independence to his children, he would always
ensure that none of them wanted for anything. Phil was a car guy. He had a love for the
classics and dedicated countless hours to restoring them to their former glory. His garage
was a sanctuary where he meticulously worked on each vehicle, bringing life back to
those vintage beauties with his skilled hands. Phil's attention to detail and commitment
to preserving automotive history was evident in every project he undertook. His
enthusiasm was infectious, and he often shared his knowledge and stories with fellow
car enthusiasts. Phil's legacy will live on in the timeless classics he restored, a testament to
his devotion and love for the art of car restoration. Ilt is impossible to pay tribute to Phil
without recognizing the important role that fishing played in bis life. Phil loved taking
his wife, children and grandchildren fishing. He loved teaching them the art of casting
lines and patiently waiting for a tug. Phil believed in laughing and building strong
bonds between the generations. His legacy isn't just in the fish he reeled in; it§ in the
memories etched in the hearts of those he loved most, his family.

Phil left us unexpectedly on August 3, 2024.

He was preceded in death by his father & mother, Mosco & Lena May Thompson
and his Sisters Gladas Givens, & Dorothy Barnett. He leaves to cherish his memory,
his loving wife: JoAnn (Brunson) Thompson, bis seven children: Kai Thompson, Phillip
Deandre (DeeDee) Thompson, Anjaneik Thompson, Shaun (Emily) Thompson, Lavont
Batker, Nechelle Thompson, and Kevin Pierson and fifteen (15) grandkids and a host of

nieces and nephews.

Order of Service
Thursday, August 15, 2024 ~ 12:00pm

Instrumental Prelude................cccceveveivinininininnennn. Brian Grey
Scripture Reading...............ocooeevvvvvvciciciceiicn, 2 Timothy 4:7-8
Obituary Reading...............ccoovvuvueuennne. Sharonda Storey-Howard
Mousical Selection .............. “Really Gonna Miss You” by Smokey Robinson
Acknowledgements ... Sharonda Storey-Howard

(Cards, Condolences, and Resolutions)

Words of Expression from Friends & Family
(Please Limit to 2 Minutes Each)

Committal Prayer.............oooovveevvecececnne. Brother Robert Davis

Recessional........c..coeeveevevininenienenn, “Musical Medley” by Brian Grey

To Those Whom I Love and Those Who Love Me

When I am gone, release me, let me go.

1 have so many things to see and do.
You must not tie yourself to me with tears.
Be happy that I have had so many years.
1 gave you my love, you can only guess. ..
How much you gave me in happiness.

1 thank you for the love each have shown.
But now it is time I traveled on alone.
So grieve a while for me if grieve you must,
Then let your grief be comforted by trust.
1t is only for a while that we must part.
8o bless the memories in your heart.

1 will not be far away for life goes on.

So if you need me, call me and I will come.
Though you cannot see or touch me, I will be near.
And if you listen with your heart, you will hear

all of my love around you soft and clear.

Then, when you must come this way alone,

1 will greet you with a smile and a

“Welcome Home”
With Love from your:
Husband, Father, Grand Father, Brother, Uncle,
Friend, Neighbor, & Colleague



