Noralla Bea FEdwards Thomas was
born on Nov. 10th, 1933 in Ekalaka, MT to John
and Florabel Harkins Wash. Noralla suffered a
broken hip and passed away at the Dahl Memorial
Healthcare on Oct 27th.  When Noralla was 3
weeks old her father died from a logging accident.
In 1935, her mother married Charles (Pod) Wash .
Pod raised her as his own and he and Florabel had 4
more sons, Harlen, Glenn, Mick, and Warren. They
ranched in the Chalk Buttes area where Noralla
developed a love for cats, dogs, chickens, sheep,
and horses. In 1940 the family moved to Grants
Pass, OR, where Noralla started school. A year
later they moved back to the Chalk Buttes. Noralla
spent many adventurous summers herding sheep on
Cabin Creek, with her brothers, especially Glenn.
Noralla went to a rural school for a couple years
and then attended school in Ekalaka and graduated
from Carter County High School with the class
1952. She briefly lived in Billings and attended
Eastern College before answering an ad to finish
out the school year teaching in Harlowton. She
then got a job teaching in Harding County, SD .
at the Jupiter School. In 1955, Noralla married
Albert Lee Thomas and joined him on the ranch,
where they built a home. They raised and showed
Appaloosa horses in their spare time. Noralla was
secretary of the SD Appaloosa Horse Assoc. in the
summers when she wasn’t taking a class to renew
her teaching certification, you would find her in
the baler or later, on her 4-wheeler with her dogs.
Noralla returned to teaching in 1967 at the Camp’s
Pass school in Powder River County. She continued -
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teaching rural schools at Alzada, Robinson, Albion, #**
Sand Butte, and Johnston Schools. For years she ’-.‘;
attended college during the summer and took night = "

classes, finally receiving her degree from Black
Hills State College in 1971. While teaching, she
was a big advocate of spelling and geography bees,
science fairs, track meets, Academic Olympics and
the great Christmas programs. She was also a firm
believer in physical activity and when teaching in
communities with halls, used them almost daily
when the weather got colder, with roller skating,
basketball, and hockey. She retired from teaching in
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1998. She was awarded the Carter County Chamber "+

of Commerce Educator of the Year award in 1992
, she also received the award for Outstanding
Conservation Teacher in 1988 by the Carter County
Conservation district. ~ Noralla applied for and
received a scholarship through Montana State
University to spend a summer on a dinosaur dig in
Choteau with the author and collaborators of the
Jurassic Park book/movie. She also applied for a
scholarship for the Albion and Plainview Schools
to attend Yelllowstone National Park science lab.
This was given to only a few schools nationwide
and Albion/Plainview was one of the ones chosen.
Unfortunately the Yellowstone fires did not allow :
the trip to happen. Noralla served on the Ekalaka ) o ‘\’d, A
School Board for 20 years retiring in 2008. Being b v 10 .1933 . O b ¢ 2/ 2022
in 4-H as a youth, she stressed 4-H in her kids and Ovem e] ! ) et Cto el )
grandkids and was a leader for over 30 years. She I:;d:- - B

was known to help kids with their record books in = '

school. Noralla looked forward to going to Helena Sl
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in June to help with the Girls State Program. She 2

was also a member of the Albion 400 Extension
Club. Her favorite sport was basketball and she
enjoyed playing on the Alzada Ladies basketball
team and later watching high schools games, her
grandkids games for sure, but also at the schools
Tara worked at. Noralla was preceded in death by %
her parents; husband of 45 years, Lee; and brother, =
Glenn. She is survived by her children Tim (Janet),
Gillette, WY; Thane (Sandy), Otter Creek; Tara,
Wolf Point; and Thebea, Albion. Grandchildren
Jason (Ashley) Thomas, Grand Rapids, MI; Jayme
(Tom) Fox and son Gage, Monument, CO; Stacy
(Matt) Hagedorn and daughters Kassie and Anna,
Broadus; Cori Thomas and daughter Payton, Otter
Creek; Tyson Tietjen and daughter Huntley, Albion;
Sunny Gaughen, Minneapolis, MN; Teven (Josh)
Chandler and children Taya, Rylee, and Seth, Elko,
NV; Trenon (Ashlee) Thomas and daughters Lenon
and Marlee, Albion; and Toren (Tara) Thomas and
daughter Tylinn, Albion. Noralla is also survived
by brothers Harlen (Diane) Wash, Sandy, Utah;
Mick Wash, St Cloud, MN;, and Warren (Darlene)
Wash, Broadus. She is also survived by numerous
cousins, nieces and nephews. Should friends desire,
memorials can be made to the Alzada Community
Club or a charity of their choice.
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Remember Me

Speak of me as you have always done.

Remember the good times, laughter, and fun.

Share the happy memories we've made.

Do not let them wither or fade.

V'l be with you in the summer’s sun
And when the winter’s chill has come.

V'l be the voice that whispers in the breeze.
)'m peaceful now, put your mind at ease.

J've rested my eyes and gone to sleep,

But memories we've shared are yours to keep.

Sometimes our final days may be a test,
But remember me when ] was at my best.

Although things may not be the same,
Don’t be afraid to use my name.

Let your sorrow last for just a while.
Comfort each other and try to smile.

Jve lived a life filled with joy and fun.

Live on now, make me proud of what you'll become.

~Anthony Dawson~

Noralla Thomas

FUNERAL SERVICE:
Friday, November 4, 2022 11:00 am
Alzada Hall
Alzada, Montana

OFFICIATING:
Pastor Tom Stieg

MUSIC:

Jack Owen

EULOGY:
Tracey Walker

SPECIAL MUSIC:
Teven Chandler  Sunny Gaughen :
Taya Perkins

PALLBEARERS:
Noralla’s Grandchildren
Jason Thomas Jayme Fox
Teven Chandler  Stacy Hagedorn
Trenon Thomas Cori Thomas
Tyson Tietjen Toren Thomas
Sunny Gaughen

HONORARY PALLBEARERS:
All of Noralla’s Former Students

INTERMENT:

Alzada Cemetery
Alzada, Montana
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ARRANGEMENTS BY:
Stevenson Funeral Home
Baker, Montana

Lunch will be served at the Alzada Hall
following the graveside service.

Everyone is welcome. '
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