
Stanley Jon Churchill, 60, was called by his Heavenly Father 
after a short but fierce battle with cancer at Sanford Health, 
surrounded by his family on December 9, 2023. 

Stan was born on May 3, 1963, in Phoenix, AZ prior to his 
family moving back to Bismarck in 1969.  He attended St. 
Anne and Cathedral for grade school before continuing to St. 
Mary’s Central High School. Since hockey was important to 
Stan, he decided to attend Bismarck High School so he could 
continue to play. After graduation in 1982, he and three of his 
closest friends moved to Phoenix, AZ. In Phoenix, Stan was 
able to find his passion as an arborist which he continued 
throughout his life. Being an arborist wasn’t a job to Stan and 
if you asked him about a tree or his opinion on trees, you 
secretly brought him joy. 

In 1991, Lody became part of his life. This change, along 
with the addition of children, inspired Stan to move his 

family “home” to Bismarck in 1998. Shortly after moving to Bismarck, Lody and Stan 
were married in 1999. Stan’s passion stayed with him, and he started Advanced Tree 
Service in 2001. 

He enjoyed life in many ways, his favorite place on the planet was the family cabin. Many 
of his memories at the cabin revolved around family, especially his father. The phrase “no 
place like the cabin” was his mantra. In his later years, taking his grandchildren for Ranger 
rides and to the pond seemed like his way of reliving his past experiences of being a kid at 
the lake. 

A man of few emotional words did not have to say much for you to know that family was 
paramount. He always found a way to bring us together, keep us together, and be stoic, all 
the way until the end. Family, to Stan, included employees, close friends and we shall not 
exclude, “man’s best friend.” Stan, aka “The Dog Whisperer,” found much joy in being 
around all his “family.” Occasionally, you could find Stan talking to dogs as if they were 
human and could understand what he was saying. 

Absolute, gruff (at times) and love don’t often fit in the same sentence. For Stan, this was 
his life. It applied to everything and anyone that impacted his life. He may not have shown 
his love in traditional ways, but those around him knew that if he was “hard on them”, he 
loved them. A loving son, husband, brother, father, grandfather, uncle, employer and 
friend has been taken from us all too soon. His voice, singing, grunts and phrases will 
forever be memorialized in our consciousness. 

Stan is survived by his mother, Patricia (Moore) Churchill, Bismarck; wife, Lody, 
Bismarck; son, Ricky (Michelle) Daou and their children Isabella and Kyra; son, Albert 
(Susan) Daou and their children, Christopher and Michael, son, Marcus (Katie) Churchill, 
son, Mathew Churchill, all in Bismarck; siblings, Libby (Greg) Meske, Colorado, James 
(Peggy) Churchill, Connecticut, Brian (Tammy) Churchill, Bismarck, Christopher 
Churchill, Texas, Steve (Dawn) Churchill, Bismarck, Sarah (Neil) Burley, Hunter, ND, 
Susan(Monte) Kubas, South Heart, 
ND,  Dan (Heather) Churchill, 
Bismarck; numerous aunts, uncles, 
cousins and 23 nieces and nephews. 

Stan is preceded in death by his 
father, James Roger Churchill and 
grandparents, James and Libby 
Moore, and Mary and Stan Churchill. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
you memorialize Stan by planting a 
tree, continuing your patronage of 
Advanced Tree Service or donating to 
a local charity of your choice.  

In Loving Memory of 

Stanley Jon Churchill 
May 3, 1963 ~ December 9, 2023 

 
Rosary/Vigil Service 
Monday, December 18, 2023 ▪ 7:00 PM 
Parkway Funeral Service ▪ 2330 Tyler Parkway  
Bismarck, North Dakota 
Funeral Mass 
Tuesday, December 19, 2023 ▪ 11:00 AM 
Pro-Cathedral of St. Mary ▪ 806 E Broadway  
Bismarck, North Dakota 
Interment 
St. Mary’s Cemetery 
Bismarck, North Dakota 
 
Scripture Readings 
First Reading                                                                            Wisdom 3:1-6, 9 
Responsorial Psalm 23 

  “Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil for you are with me.” 
New Testament                                                                             Romans 6:3-9 
Gospel                                                                            Mark 15:33-39; 16:1-6 
 
Music 
Prelude       “Ave Maria” 
Opening                                 “Here I Am Lord”                                        #389 
Responsorial Psalm 23 
Preparation of Gifts              “Be Not Afraid”             #439 
Communion        “Shepherd Me, O God”                                    #480 
         “One Bread, One Body”                                   #331 
Final Commendation          “Song of Farewell”           #833 
Closing          “On Eagle’s Wings”                                        #441 
 
Celebrant Fr. Jared Johnson 
Vigil Presider Deacon Michael Marback 
Readers Spencer Churchill and Joseph Churchill 
Musicians Nancy Darling and Keylee Hertz Barnett 
Pall Bearers James Churchill, Brian Churchill, Christopher Churchill 
Steve Churchill, Dan Churchill, Greg Meske, Neil Burley, Monte Kubas 
Honorary Pall Bearers Paul Sailing, John Atkinson,  
Ed Roach and Derek Schrader 
 
Following the burial, the family invites you to join them for lunch and 
fellowship at Pro-Cathedral of St. Mary.    

 
Eastgate & Parkway Funeral Service ▪ Bismarck, North Dakota 



 
The angels gathered near your bed 

So very close to you 
For they knew the pain and suffering 

That you were going through 
 

I thought about so many things 
As I held tightly to your hand 

Oh, how I wished that you were strong 
And happy once again 

 
But your eyes were looking homeward 

To the place beyond the sky 
Where Jesus held His outstretched arms 

It was time to say “goodbye” 
 

I struggled with my selfish thoughts 
For I wanted you to stay 

So we could walk and talk again 
Like we did – just yesterday 

 
But Jesus knew the answer 

And I knew He loved you so 
So I gave to you life’s greatest gift 

The gift of letting go 
 

Now my heart will carry memories 
Of the love you gave to me 

Until we meet again in Heaven 
Where the best is yet to be 


