
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

Josette Alvarez 
 December 30, 1931 – September 16, 2021 

 
 

Funeral Service  
Friday, September 24, 2021 

College Lakes Baptist Church  
10:30 a.m. 

 
Interment 

Sandhills State Veterans Cemetery 
 

Officiating 
Pastor Sam Lanier 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Services Entrusted To: 
Sullivan’s Highland Funeral Service & Crematory, Inc. 

610 Ramsey Street 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 28301 

(910) 484-8108  
www.sullivanshighland.com 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obituary 
 
Josette Alvarez, formerly of Fayetteville, North Carolina, passed away peacefully on the 16th of 
September. In her last days, she was surrounded by her children and her sister. 
 
Josette was 89 years old at the time of her death and lived all 89 years to the fullest. 
 
She was born in New York City and spent her childhood years there with her sister Andy.  She would say 
that they were “Thick as thieves.” 
They most enjoyed going dancing at local clubs and riding on mom’s motorcycle. 
 
Mom was a tomboy at heart.  She played lots of sports including handball and softball.  Her softball 
team gave her the nickname of  
“Jo DiMaggio.” 
 
She purchased a Harley Davidson motorcycle and traveled on weekends with friends in a club called 
“The Motor Maids of America.” 
 
Josette met her husband, Sonny, in New York.  She became a devoted army wife for 31 years. They were 
transferred to Ft. Bragg and spent the next 50 years in Fayetteville. 
 
She enjoyed a career of her own at The Fayetteville Observer. She continued working at the Observer for 
several decades. She was on the softball team and bowling team among other activities. 
 
One of mom’s favorite things to do was pack up her family and head to Myrtle Beach on the weekends 
or just for the day. 
 
When Josette and Sonny retired, they hit the road in their RV and traveled the country for several years 
with her beloved dog, Samantha. 
Our mother was fearless and up for any adventure. Her and Sonny lived life to the fullest every day of 
theirs lives. 
 
Josette was a devout Christian, devoted wife and doting mother. 
Despite having 6 children and a full-time job, she always made time for family.  She insisted we all go 
to church together followed by breakfast at The NCO club on base. 
 
Josette lost her husband of 56 years in February 2017.  Soon after she moved to Tallahassee, Florida to 
be close to her children.  We cherished every moment with her.   
 
Josette is survived by 6 children: 
 
Clifford Alvarez of Boise, ID, Laurel Blackburn of Tallahassee, FL 
Michael Alvarez of Ft. Walton Beach, FL, Janine Thomas of Tallahassee, FL, April Lee of Tallahassee, FL, 
Forest Alvarez of Raleigh, NC, Her sister, Andrea Chandler of Ormond Beach, FL, 6 grandchildren and 11 
great grandchildren. 
 
Friends are invited to say good-bye at College Lakes Baptist Church on Friday the 24th of September @ 
1030.  Mom will be laid to rest next to Dad at Sandhills State Veterans Cemetery following the service. 
 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to, Fayetteville Animal Protection Society.  Where mom was 
a supporter and volunteer. 
@fapspet.org. 
 
Services are entrusted to Sullivan’s Highland Funeral Service & Crematory. 

 
 

Order of Service 
 

Prelude …………………………………………………..……………………….Instrumental 

Statement of Purpose…………………………………………………..…..Pastor Lanier 

Scripture……………………………………………….…Psalm 23; I Corinthians 15:57 

Prayer……………………………………………………………………………..Pastor Lanier 

Song…………………………………………………….……………… How Great Thou Art 

Obituary………………………………………………….………………………………..Family 

Song……………………………………………“I Want Stroll Over Heaven With You” 

Eulogy………………………………………………………………………………………Family  

Song……………………………………………………………….“The Old Rugged Cross” 

Sermon………………………………………………………….………………..Pastor Lanier 

Prayer……………………………………………….…………………………….Pastor Lanier 

Postlude…………………………………………………………………………..Instrumental 


