Free

By
Anne Lindgren Davison
Don’t grieve for me for now I'm free,
I'm following the path God laid for me
I took his hand when I heard him call,
I turned my back and left it all
I could not stay another day,
To laugh, to love, to work or play

Tasks left undone must stay that way,

If my parting has left a void,

I've found that peace at the close of day
Then fill it with remembered joy
A friendship shared, a laugh, a Kkiss,
Ah yes, these things I too will miss
Be not burdened with times of sorrow,

I wish for you the sunshine of tomorrow
My life’s been full, I've savored much,
Good friends, good times, my loved one’s touch
If my time seemed all too brief,

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief

Lift up your heart, rejoice with me,
God wanted me now, He set me free.

Lift up your heart, rejoice with me,
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The family of the late Mary Louise Harvey wishes to thank you for
every act of kindness extended to us during the brief illness and
passing of our loved one. We pray that God will continue to bless
you as you continue to do His will. Please keep us in your thoughts
and prayers. The family also expresses sincere gratitude to: Pastor
Morris Hillsman, Sr. and The Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church
family, Gentiva Hospice Care especially nurses: Shannon, Tonya,
Kendra, Jessica, Andrea, Crystal, and Rufus; Social Worker,
Lachyrll; Chaplain Joyce; Central Georgia Cancer Center; and the

Fort Valley Community.
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Ms. Mary, as she was affectionately called, was born to the parentage of the late Ezekiel
Harvey, Sr. and Lula Smith-Harvey. She was born on October 6, 1934 in Macon
County, GA. In her early years, her family moved to Peach County, GA. She was the
fourth of ten children. Five of her siblings preceded her in death (Lewis Harvey, Willie
Lou Williams, Cora Harvey, and Willie James Harvey, and Ernest Harvey). She is
survived by Cleo Carter (Columbus, GA), Willie Frank and Ezekiel (Angela) Harvey
(Fort Valley, GA), and Joseph (Shirley) Harvey (Warner Robins, GA).

Mary received her education in the Macon County and Peach County Schools. Early in
her life, she became a part of the work force. No matter where she was employed, it
was sure that commitment, dedication, and longevity would follow her to the place of
employment. She was employed at the Fort Valley State College’s (now University)
Laundry and Building and Grounds. While maintaining a full-time position at the local
college, she also became a full-time employee at the iconic Shrimp Boat on Carver
Drive in Fort Valley, GA. How one maintains two full time jobs, yet still be there for
her children is still unfathomable. That would have to be a “But God” response.

After the closing of the Shrimp Boat, she was highly sought by the owner of a new
restaurant that opened at the old Kell Building in Fort Valley. In honor of her legacy
at the Shrimp Boat, the owner of the restaurant, named it Mary’s Eatery.

Whether it was in the dorms at The Fort Valley State College (now University), the
Shrimp Boat, or Mary’s Eatery, her quiet and soft-spoken demeanor impacted many
lives in the Fort Valley and surrounding areas. She was a friend to many throughout
this community. Her places of employment truly served as a platform of ministry as
she gave ear to her customers as well as shared her life lessons and wisdom. It was
commonplace during Fort Valley State’s Homecoming celebrations that many former
students had on their itinerary to stop by the Shrimp Boat to see Ms. Mary and make
their purchase from the menu that never changed.

Mary retired from Fort Valley State in 2002 after 33 years of faithful service. With the
passing of the owners of the Shrimp Boat, by default, she had no other choice but to
leave that business after 30 plus years of dedicated service. With the closing of Mary’s
Eatery, she left cooking for the general public but never left cooking for and hosting
her family.

For Mary, it was Faith, Family, Food, and Flowers. In her early years, she was a
member of Zion Grove of Montezuma. After moving to Fort Valley, she became an
active member of Shiloh Missionary Baptist of Fort Valley under the leadership of the
recently retired Pastor Morris Hillsman. There she enjoyed attending Sunday
Morning Worship, Bible Study and Mid-Week Worship. After retirement, she enjoyed
shopping, traveling with her family, and attending sporting events including Peach
County Trojan Football games, the annual Fountain City Classic in Columbus, GA, and
even Atlanta Falcon’s Football games. Her house could easily be identified in her
neighborhood, because she would have beautiful flowers adorning her porch and yard.
Most of which she would plant herself.

Her legacy will continue in her six children, Ricky (Sandra), Ronald, Denise (Greg),
Kenneth (Paula), Michael, and Kelvin. Mary was blessed with 8 grandchildren:
Tremell (Shameka), Vermecia, Nicole (Chris), Renae, Naia, Khadir, Jahquez, and
Khaleed; as well as loving Great-Grandchildren: Ethan, London, Kennedi, and Laila.

Mary cherished all of her relationships, including with her very devoted Aunt Louise
Lee of Montezuma, GA; more of a sister than sister-in-law: Angela; devoted sister-in-
law: Shirley; devoted nieces and nephews: Renita Bular, Longino and Alex Harvey;
devoted daughter-in-laws: Sandra and Paula; devoted son-in-law: Greg, devoted
friend: Mrs. Betty Lowe; adopted daughter, Kim Ryan along with a host of other
relatives and sorrowing friends.
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Our Family

Is a Circle of Strength;

) Founded on Faith, Joined in Love

Kept by God, Together
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Thhe Golebration

Pastor Joseph Rumph, Officiating
Faulks Chapel Baptist Church, Jeffersonville, GA

Musical Prelude......oooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Bro. Dexter Davis

Processional

Old Testament Minister Avis Zanders
Shiloh Baptist Church

New Testament Minister Audrey Ross
Shiloh Baptist Church

30 2} <) USRS Pastor Al Sanders
The Feed Center Outreach Ministry
SO0ttt Sis. Naia Williams
(A summary of Grandma’s Testimony)
As aloving church member.............ccccceeunennnen. Sis. Kim Barrett-Ryan
NT0) o V- S Emanuel Missionary Baptist Church Praise Team
EUlOZY.coueiiiiiiieeieeeeeteeeeeee Minister Ezekiel Harvey

Recessional
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Willow Lake Memorial Gardens
1578 Willow Lake Road
Fort Valley, GA 31030



