
JoAnne A. (Johnson) Norling was born on May 15, 1930 in 

Moe Township to Olaus and Ella Johnson.  She graduated from 

Alexandria High School in 1947.  JoAnne was united in 

marriage to Jim Norling on December 11, 1946 and they were 

married for over 65 years.  She was a caring mother who always 

welcomed her children’s friends into her heart and home.  Her 

door was always open.  JoAnne was an avid sports fan with 

Viking season tickets.  She also loved going to Twins games.      

She worked several years at the Douglas County Hospital as a 

nursing assistant.  She then began as a home health aide and 

hospice nursing assistant.  JoAnne spent most of her life caring 

for people.  She was a wonderful caregiver to many people in 

her life.  JoAnne was a Red Cross Donor and did so religiously 

every time the Red Cross was in Douglas County.  She was a 

modest person however; she was very proud of the several 

gallons of blood that she had donated.  JoAnne loved her church 

and was always ready to work at First Congregational Church.  

She helped with funerals, the bazaar, mailing church letters, 

participating in the circle and women’s fellowships.  The church 

was a very important part of her life.  Her “Red Hats Group” 

was comprised of her church friends.  JoAnne also did 

“Friendly Circle” which made quilts for people in need.  She 

and Jim traveled extensively in their motorhome.  They traveled 

to every state in the union, plus Hawaii twice, as well as 

Sweden and Norway.  When they weren’t in their motorhome 

you would find them camping at the family lake site on Lake 

Mina. 
 

Joanne is survived by her children, Alan (Cindy) Norling, 

DiAnne (Michael) Loch, Kurtis (Suzanne) Norling, Lea (Renee) 

Norling, Bradley (Gayle) Norling; adopted brother, John (Jan) 

Swanson; sister, Carol Radil; sisters-in-law, R’Dene (Robert) 
Everett, Dorothy Johnson, Sue Johnson; 15 grandchildren; 32 

great-grandchildren; 2 great-great-grandchildren; 17 nieces and 

nephews. 
 

She is preceded in death by her parents, Olaus and Ella 

Johnson; husband, Jim Norling; brothers, Milo Johnson, Loren 

Johnson; and sister, Eunice Klug. 
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He stilled the storm  

to a whisper. 

The waves of the sea  

were hushed. 

They were glad  

when it grew calm, 

and He guided them  

to their  

haven of rest. 
 

 

Psalm 107:29-30 
 

 

 

 
Arrangements 

Anderson Funeral Home  

Alexandria, Minnesota 
 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of 
 

JoAnne A. Norling 
 

May 15, 1930    January 20, 2022 
 

Funeral Service 

First Congregational Church 

Alexandria, Minnesota 

Friday, January 28, 2022, 11:00 AM 
 

Officiant 

Rev. Dr. Jill Sanders 
 

Musical Selections By 

Margaret Kalina 

Greg Kapphahn 
 

Pallbearers 
 Alison Block Lance Norling 

 Benjamin Norling Nicholas Norling 

 Brian Loch  Mitchell Loch 

 Sarah Craig Leaonna Hankins 

 Tracey Zeisloft Jamie Klimek 

 Megan Wilken David Norling 

 Denene Norling Matthew Gustafson 

Melanie Akeya 
 

Interment 
Lake Mary Cemetery 

Lake Mary Township 

 

 


