
Connie Rae Smith, 75, of Crookston, MN, 
passed away Friday evening, December 1, 2023, 
in Altru Hospital, Grand Forks. She had been in 
failing health for several months.
 Connie was born on November 29, 1948 in 
Crookston, MN, one of 8 children of the union of 
Walter and Delores (Gullekson) Smith. The family 
lived at Fertile, MN during her childhood years 
and Connie attended Fertile Elementary School 

through the 6th grade. After a move to Moorhead, MN she went to South 
Junior High through the 9th grade. In 1963 the Smith family came to 
Crookston where she completed her education at Central High School, 
graduating as a member of the Class of 1966. Next for Connie was a 
return to Moorhead to attend Moorhead State College. While majoring 
in Education, she earned her Bachelor of Science degree in 1970. Connie 
began her 20-year teaching career in Ellendale, MN, the Albert Lea, MN 
School District. In Ellendale she became a very popular and much-loved 
teacher to her students in every grade, K through 12.  In 1990, feeling 
the desire to change career directions, Connie moved back to Crookston 
to attend the University of Minnesota-Crookston where she completed 
work for an Associate Degree in Horticulture in 1992. During this time 
she met Curt Greenwood who became her life partner. In 1992 Connie 
and Curt moved to Boone, IA where she was employed at the Golden 
Circle Growers Garden Center. After a few years the couple relocated to 
Hatton, ND and she worked in the dietary department of Hatton Prairie 
Village. Curt passed away in October of 2012, eight months before the 
date that he and Connie were to be married. Soon after she returned to 
Crookston.
 Connie was very athletic and a runner throughout much of her life. 
For years she was often accompanied on her runs by her two Chocolate 
Labs, Rascal and Chewy. Connie was especially proud of running 
and finishing the grueling 26.2 mile Grandma’s Marathon in Duluth, 
MN. She enjoyed playing softball, camping, traveling, reading, talking 
on the phone, and especially golfing. She spent years playing rounds 
with her good friends at the Minakwa Country Club in Crookston and 
participating in area golf tournaments.
 Connie is survived by 3 siblings: Janie Ricord of Redwood Falls, MN, 
Tracy Smith of Crookston, MN, and Scott Smith (Patrick Prochaska) of 
Minneapolis, MN. In addition to Curt Greenwood, her partner for 23 
years, Connie was preceded in death by her parents, Walter and Delores; 
2 brothers, Kelly Smith and Monty Smith; and 2 sisters, Cindy Lafleur 
and Sherri Helgaas. 

Blessed be the memory of Connie Rae Smith.    



Death is nothing at all.
I have only slipped away to the next room.

I am I and you are you.
Whatever we were to each other, 

That, we still are.

Call me by my old familiar name.
Speak to me in the easy way

which you always used.
Put no difference into your tone.

Wear no forced air of solemnity or sorrow.

Laugh as we always laughed
at the little jokes we enjoyed together.
Play, smile, think of me. Pray for me.

Let my name be ever the household word 
that it always was.

Let it be spoken without effect.
Without the trace of a shadow on it.

Life means all that it ever meant.
It is the same that it ever was.

There is absolute unbroken continuity.
Why should I be out of mind

because I am out of sight? 

I am but waiting for you.
For an interval.

Somewhere. Very near.
Just around the corner.

The most beautiful things 
 in life can’t be seen or touched, 
  they must be felt.
 -Helen Keller

In LovIng MeMory

Connie Rae Smith
November 29, 1948 ~ December 1, 2023

The Memorial Service Honoring Connie’s Life
Wednesday, May 8, 2024 at 2:00 p.m.

Stenshoel-Houske Funeral Home
Crookston, Minnesota

The Rev. Greg Isaacson, officiating

Scripture Readings
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Genesis 8:22

Special Recorded Music
“Amazing Grace”

Alan Jackson
“Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door”

Bob Dylan
“Go Rest High on That Mountain”

Vince Gill
“Yesterday”
The Beatles

“If Tomorrow Never Comes”
Garth Brooks

Urn Bearers
Scott Smith and Patrick Prochaska

Graveside Service
Little Norway Cemetery

Fertile, Minnesota

We would like to thank you for your very kind expressions of
sympathy and for your presence, whether in body or spirit, 

as we come together to Celebrate Connie’s Life.

Janie – Tracy – Scott and Patrick


