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A Nat ive 
American Prayer

I give you this one thought to keep:

I am with you still, I do not sleep.

I am a thousand winds that blow;

I am the diamond glints on snow.

I am the sunlight on ripened grain;

I am the gentle autumn rain.

When you awaken in the morning’s hush,

I am the swift, uplifting rush

Of quiet birds in circled flight.

I am the soft stars that shine at night.

Do not think of me as gone.

I am with you still in each new dawn!



His Life’s Journey
Brother Sam S. Lewis was born in Dawson, Terrell 
County, Georgia, on December 18, 1970. Eddie Lewis and 
Leila M. Brown Lewis welcomed their baby boy into the world.

Sam grew up in Dawson. He received his education in the 
public schools of Terrell County.

On October 4, 2023, Brother Lewis was called home to serve in 
the house of the Lord. He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Leila M. Brown and Eddie Lewis; sisters, Annie J. Murphy, 
Millie Mays, and Mattie Petty; brothers, Bennie Lewis, Eddie 
J. Lewis, and Morris Lee Calloway, Sr.; stepbrother, Willie Orr; 
nieces, Kammeisha C. Murphy, Treneshia “Babylue” Harris, 
Katrina “Tinkerbell” Calloway, La’shanti “Muffin” Perry, 
Aurda Lewis, and Jacqueline Mays; and nephew, Lacardo 
Dontrell Perry.

Precious memories are left with: his son, Gavin Thorton; 
grandson, Samji Myell Stevens; six sisters, Annie W. (Frank) 
Bell of Atlanta, GA, Emma Spicer of Leesburg, GA, and 
Patricia Perry, Brenda (Tracy) Brown, Felicia Wimberly, and 
Rushie (Freddie) Harris, all of Dawson, GA; eight brothers, 
Eddie B. (Vondell) Lewis of Brunswick, GA, Pepper (Frankie 
Mae) Lewis of Sneed, FL, Bill W. (Deon) Lewis of Orlando, FL, 
Kenneth Lewis of Honolulu, HI, Larry D. Calloway of Macon, 
GA, Charlie Nixon, William A. Lewis, and Jerome (Daisy) 
Calloway, all of Dawson, GA; special friend, Belinda Torres; 
and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.

Sam, I know that you are in Heaven with all of God’s  
angels. And I will never forget the sound of the ringtone  

that my phone would ring. When I heard it, I knew it was  
you. I am going to miss you dearly. You always made me  
laugh. We talked for hours. Sam, I love you with all my  

heart. Now that you are in God’s hands, I will never  
forget you. You will always be very special to me.  

You earned your wings. Fly on, Sam.

Love always,
Your sisters,

Emma, Annie Will, and Patricia
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