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I’m Free
Don’t grieve for me for now I’m free,

I’m following the path God laid for me
I took his hand when I heard him call,

I turned my back and left it all
I could not stay another day,

To laugh, to love, to work or play
Tasks left undone must stay that way,

I’ve found that peace at the close of day
If my parting has left a void,

Then fill it with remembered joy
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah yes, these things I too will miss

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
I wish for you the sunshine of tomorrow

My life’s been full, I’ve savored much,
Good friends, good times, my loved one’s touch

If my time seemed all too brief,
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief

Lift up your heart, rejoice with me,
God wanted me now, He set me free.



Collin Lee Schaeffer, 43, passed away in Huntley, IL on September 5, 2023. 
 Collin was born in Eureka, South Dakota, to Kenneth and Kathleen 
(Schwartz) Schaeffer on November 10, 1979. He was baptized at the United 
Methodist Church in Eureka, SD, and confirmed at Zion Evangelical and 
Reformed Church in Garner, Iowa. 
 He was a very busy and fun-loving kid, always making everyone laugh. 
He loved going to his grandparents’ farm near Estelline, SD. He loved 
being around the livestock and riding and driving machinery. When the 
family was in the process of moving from Eureka to Garner, Iowa, Collin 
at age 4 was staying at the farm. He took a black Angus calf as a pet and 
named him Curly. He would brush, feed, water, and lead the calf around 
the farm. Sometimes the calf would lead him. 
 Collin attended Garner-Hayfield school in Garner, Iowa, from 
kindergarten through graduation in 1998. He was a very good student and 
was a member of the National Honor Society. Collin loved to play football 
and loved shooting hoops with his brother, Chad, but he most enjoyed 
running track. He started running AAU and Junior Olympics track meets 
in the area at a very young age. Collin continued to do well running high 
school track all four years, running 200-, 400-, and 800-meter races. The 
highlight of his track career was helping the team win the conference 
championship and state championship in 1996 during his sophomore 
year. His 1996 track team and coaches were recently inducted into the 
GHV Hall of Fame. 
 After graduating from high school, Collin attended the University 
of Wisconsin in La Crosse. He then became employed with Siemens 
Corporation in Huffman Estates, Illinois, and later moved to Knoxville, 
Tennessee, and worked as a Product Manager for medical imaging 
equipment like PET scans. He was promoted to Global Marketing 
Manager and Collin and his family relocated back to the Chicago area. 
Collin most recently was employed by Spectrum Dynamics Medical as 
VP of Marketing.
 Collin married Amber Wolf in Jamaica in 2006. To this union, they 
were blessed with twins, Evan Lee and Ella Rose. He was so proud of his 
children and loved them dearly. He was a great dad and loved to watch 
them grow, learn, and participate in their activities. 
 He was an avid Minnesota Vikings and Iowa Hawkeyes fan. Collin 
loved to watch all sports. He enjoyed golfing with his dad, brother, Chad, 
and nephews, Drew and Caleb, as well as fishing with his kids.
 Collin leaves behind to cherish his memory his children, Evan and 
Ella, (11 years old) of Cary, IL; his parents, Ken and Kathleen Schaeffer of 
Garner, IA; brother, Chad Schaeffer and his wife, Molly, of Fort Dodge, IA, 
and their children, Hannah (Jake) Rossow, Drew and Caleb Schaeffer. He 
will be missed by many aunts, uncles, and cousins.
 He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Floyd and Alvina 
Schaeffer, Ralph and Donna Jean Schwartz; uncles, Rodney Schaeffer, 
and Bohn Peterson; and cousins, Rebecca Dickens and Michael Bortnem. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE
Zion Evangelical and Reformed Church

Garner, Iowa
11:00 a.m., Saturday, September 16, 2023

OFFICIATING
Pastor Brian Lund

MUSIC
Margaret Jass, Organist

Mary Etherington, Pianist
Congregational Hymns

“Because He Lives” P. 11 OSB
“Come Ye Thankful People, Come” P. 565

(Harvest Home)
“Sweet Hour of Prayer” (Insert)

Special Music
Doug Hayes, Soloist

“Amazing Grace”

USHERS
 Wendell Davison Allen Upmeyer Steve Jass

The family invites everyone to a luncheon in the church 
basement immediately following the memorial service.

Memorials may be directed to his parents, Ken and Kathleen 
Schaeffer, and will be used to establish a college fund for his 

children, Evan and Ella.


