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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
  
Based in the East of England since 2008 I have been working with industry, government, the NHS, and academia to grow the regional economy by engaging the business and higher education communities. A well-rounded professional with extensive project director and senior key stakeholder management experience, Strong presentation, and public speaking experience, all brought to bear to the advancement of business and innovation.

A previous Non-Executive Director of MedTech Accelerator Ltd, a collaborative joint venture Proof of Concept Fund for funding innovations of benefit to patients in return for equity rights, which has already achieved significant VC investment / commercial / patient impact successes. 

Passionate about helping businesses prosper and regional economies to attract new science, talent, and investment. I am ‘bilingual’ in that I understand the language, timescales, and drivers of both academia / NHS / and business. I very much enjoy teamwork, but also am used to largely self-supporting roles and to working flexibly.












  
 
KEY SKILLS 
Business Strategy




Board Leadership  
Business Development



Public Speaking
Stakeholder Management



Key Board Advisor
Key Policy Advisor

 

Innovation and Funding Savvy
Current Portfolio of Experience
Director, Innovation East® Ltd. Consultancy / Project Management


             2019 - Date
Start-up based at The Bradfield Centre, Cambridge Science Park. 

Head of Innovation, Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority 

             2015 - 2019

· Leading the regional response to BEIS Call for Science & Innovation Audit across the East of England, working in close partnership with academia, industry and other LEPs. 

· Developing sector policies and practices that developed further the area's economy via support for key sectors: Life Sciences, Agri-Tech, Advanced Manufacturing & Materials & Digital.  

· Striving to enhance further our reputation as the premier UK location for innovative organisations to locate, secure funding, grow and innovate. Hosted VIP trade missions. 

· Member of (and supporting) the area’s former Science, Industry & Innovation Council 

· Working very closely with all parts of UKRI including Innovate UK, KTN, EEN, Research Councils e.g., in support of NERC / British Antarctic Survey’s science and innovation activities and promoting STFC’s ‘Bridging for Innovators’ programme. 

· Supporting colleagues engaged in the wider work of the Combined Authority: e.g. Infrastructure, Skills, Growth Hub

· Non-Executive Director for 3 years of MedTech Accelerator Ltd, a novel Joint Venture Proof of Concept fund operated via Health Enterprise East in partnership with New Anglia LEP, EAHSN & Essex County Council that has secured substantial Venture Capital investments. 

· Member, East of England Digital Innovation Hub Project Board (Chair: Prof. Erika Denton, NNUH) 

· Member, Anglia Ruskin University REACTOR Project Board (Chair: Charles Cotton, Cambridge Phenomenon) - dedicated incubator for applied gaming commercialisation.  

· Former Member, Strategy Board, Oxfordshire Transformative Technologies Alliance SIA.  

ERDF Project Facilitator, Greater Cambridge, Greater Peterborough Enterprise Partnership       2014 - 2015
· Working closely with multiple partners, facilitated the creation and close support of a vibrant 

multi-million £ pipeline of Innovation & Research projects for the GCGP LEP allocation of the 2014-2020 Programme European Regional Development Fund) (ERDF) e.g., Anglia Ruskin University REACTOR £1M incubator for applied gaming.

· Helped to develop key industry sectors and to support business, academia, the NHS, and the wider community in developing innovation-focused activity. 

· Promotion of the LEP's wider role in tackling the barriers to economic growth. 

Pro bono Non-Executive and Advisory work for charity clients 



             2010 - 2014
Senior Project Director, Queen Mary University of London 



             2009 - 2010
· Interim direction of a major new initiative for QMUL, in partnership with a range of other academic, health, local authority and industrial partners: a joint Health, Innovation & Education Cluster (HIEC) for NE & NC London and Essex. Launched website. Liaison with all partners, and with NHS London, to develop strategy and focused activities e.g., around COPD for the new NECLES HIEC. 

· Based at Barts and The London School of Medicine & Dentistry as part of The Warden’s team. 

Interim Head of Innovation- East of England Development Agency (EEDA), Cambridge 
             2008 - 2009
· Head of Service, later Senior Consultant, Innovation (as part of EEDA’s senior management team)  

· Helped create 3rd-generation science parks and enterprise hubs – incubators for start-up high-tech businesses.  

· Introduced ‘Innovation Vouchers’ Regional Scheme to increase academic / business engagement

· Managed relations with stakeholders in politically and economically critical projects. 

· Represented EEDA at senior level e.g., deputising for CEO at the House of Commons. 

· Member of the BBSRC’s Project Board that successfully opened the Earlham Institute on Norwich Research Park on time and within budget 

· Media work – EEDA spokesman on BBC TV’s “Look East” on new science parks 

· Led and managed a team of senior programme managers, subject specialists, and support staff.  
EDUCATION



Henley Business School - Executive MBA:  All exams passed on course, including my finals. My dissertation was not completed however, due to work commitments.  2001 -2004
University of the West of Scotland (then University of Paisley, MEDC) - M.Sc. Combined Studies Course (part) - attained some post-graduate CATS modules in Business Management and IT. 1993 – 1994
University of Abertay, Dundee - Business Studies courses (part) 1977 – 1979
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