A Desolate Planet
Revelation 20:1-3 describes the thousand years as a period of time during which the devil is bound with a
chain. Is this a literal steel chain from the hardware store? Not likely. This is a symbolic chain. Something
happens that prevents the devil from carrying on his usual business of deceiving the world. What is it? Let’s
put the pieces together:

Revelation 22:11 tells us that when Jesus returns, there will only be two groups of people on planet earth—
the wicked and the righteous. At the Second Coming, you will belong to one of those two groups and it will
be too late to change your mind.

1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 and John 14:1-3 reveal that when Jesus comes, the righteous go to be with Him in
heaven. The righteous dead are raised from the grave, and together with the righteous living, they are caught
up into the air to meet Christ face-to-face. Isaiah 25:9 gives us a glimpse of the saints’ excitement when they
see Jesus coming!

Not everybody will be excited, however. Revelation 6:15-17 gives us a picture of those who never made the
all-important decision to accept the forgiveness Jesus gives. When they witness the Second Coming of Christ,
they are not excited—they are terrified! Jesus does not appear as a Savior and Friend to them; instead, He
appears as the One leading the armies of heaven (Revelation 19:14-21). The wicked are not caught up to be
with Jesus because they wouldn’t be happy in heaven, anyway. The Bible reveals that they are unable to bear
the return of Jesus (see Revelation 6:15-17; Revelation 19:21; Matthew 24:27; Jeremiah 25:31).

The wicked are slain by a sword coming out of Jesus’ mouth—representing the Word of God (see Hebrews
4:12, for example). The wicked dead are not raised at this time. (Revelation 20:5 tells us clearly that the rest
of the dead, those not raised at Christ’s coming, do not live again until after the thousand years. In John 5:28
Jesus speaks of two resurrections—the “resurrection of life,” and the “resurrection of damnation.”)
During the millennium, therefore, the righteous are all in heaven, and the wicked are all dead. How many
human beings does that leave on planet earth? None! The earth is barren during the millennium. Jeremiah
4:23-27 describes the earth in its desolate state—“without form and void.” The cities are broken down, and
there are no people. There is nothing left.

In Isaiah 24:19-22, we are told that when the earth is broken up at the Second Coming and is left desolate,
it becomes “the pit.” The wicked, along with the “host of the high ones on high” are gathered there together,
where they wait for “many days.” Not only will the wicked dead wait out the millennium on this earth, but
apparently the fallen angels will as well. In fact, in Isaiah 14:15, 20, God tells Lucifer that he will be brought
down to the “pit,” but he will not join the wicked in burial. Instead, he will have the entire millennium to
think about what he has done to the human race! During earth’s history, he has been too hard at work to think
things through—the millennium gives him a chance!
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Revelation 20:1-3 shows us that during the thousand years, Satan is bound up in the “pit.” What is the pit?
Isaiah told us it was the desolate earth. Jeremiah said that this earth becomes “without form and void” during
the millennium. The word “pit” in Revelation 20 is from the Greek word abussos, from which we get our
word, “abyss.” In the Greek version of the Old Testament (the Septuagint), this same word is used in Genesis
1 to describe the earth when it is “without form and void” before Creation! The pit, or abussos, is simply this
planet in its broken-down state after the Second Coming.

Satan is said to be bound because he can no longer deceive the nations (Revelation 20:3). With the righteous
all gone, and the wicked all dead, Satan simply has nobody to work with! He is forced into taking a thousand
year vacation! During this time, the saints are in heaven, living and reigning with Christ, and doing a special
work of judgment (see Revelation 20:4, 6, 12). The books of judgment are opened for the righteous to review.
God has nothing to hide. All of our questions will be answered. Why did God allow suffering? Why aren’t
the wicked in heaven? Was there really no hope for them? What about the fallen angels—was there no chance
they would repent? 1 Corinthians 6:2, 3 reveals that we will review such questions once we get to heaven.
If you stop to think about it, not only are human beings on trial—but so is God’s character! Satan has
maligned God’s character and cast doubt on His goodness for thousands of years. All of our questions will be
satisfied. Revelation 15:3, 4 depicts the righteous declaring that God is good, and all of the decisions He made
through the years were right.
At the end of the millennium, several things happen. After we are done looking through the books and
enjoying a “honeymoon” with Christ, God lets us see for ourselves that there was absolutely no chance that
the wicked would repent. Even though they have seen the Second Coming of Christ, and even though the
devil has had a thousand years to think things through, there has been no change.

God brings the center of operations, the heavenly city, to planet earth (see Revelation 21:2, 3). The
millennium is over. Satan is loosed from his prison (Revelation 20:3, 7). The wicked are raised from the dead
(Revelation 20:5). For the first time in history, the whole human race is assembled together. The righteous are
inside the city; the wicked are outside. Have the wicked changed? No. In fact, Satan leads them in a last-ditch
desperate attack on the new Jerusalem (Revelation 20:7-9). We will be able to see for ourselves that nothing
has changed.
At this point, fire comes down from God out of heaven (Revelation 20:9) and devours the wicked. God
cannot permit sin and suffering to go on throughout eternity. His universe was not designed for pain. The
wicked would not accept forgiveness and mercy, and because God will not force them into heaven (where
they would be miserable), He puts them out of their misery once and for all. Pain, suffering, death, sorrow—
they are all eliminated for all time.

It is not an easy thing to do. It’s God’s “strange act”—but if suffering is going to be eliminated once and for
all without violating our free will, it must be done.
Once sin has been dealt with, God recreates the planet. Isaiah 65:17-19 and 2 Peter 3:13 speak of “new
heavens and a new earth.” As the head of the human race He has purchased with His blood, Christ takes up
residence on this planet (see Revelation 21:3).

What kind of world will it be? Will we strum harps and sit on fluffy clouds? Not according to the Bible.
We will be busy! Isaiah 65:21, 22 speaks about building houses and planting gardens. Imagine working for
yourself full time without money worries, pain, tiredness or suffering. You won’t be working for someone
else for someone else’s profit! The earth will be restored to what it was at Creation. Even the deserts will
blossom (Isaiah 35:1). There will be no handicaps or suffering. The blind will see, the deaf will hear, and the
lame will walk! (Isaiah 35:5,6) We won’t have to learn about Christ from a book anymore—we will get to see
Him face to face. In fact, the Bible says in Isaiah 66:22, 23 that once a week, on the Sabbath, we will appear
in His presence to worship Him in person!

What will you be doing when Jesus comes? Where will you spend the millennium? And what are your plans
for eternity? Heaven is yours for the asking. God is calling you to join Him. You just have to make a choice!
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