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Obituary
“You can shed tears that she is gone ~ Or you can smile because she has lived.”

Martha V. Walker was born December 14, 1952 in Savannah, Georgia to Isaac Walker
and Delores Smith Walker. She was the fourth of eight siblings born to her parents.

She married and gave birth to her only child, a lovely daughter, Amsale Gelagay.

Martha’s early education began at DeRenne Elementary School, where years later she
would return as an educator. Her formal education was received at Alfred E. Beach

High School. Martha matriculated and received her Bachelor’s Degree in Education at
Savannah State College (now, Savannah State University).

Martha was one of Chatham County’s veteran educators with 42 years of dedicated
service to the children of Savannah, GA. Throughout her career, Martha had been a

leader among her colleagues. She’s been a department head, Teacher of the Year, and
she established the first writing lab at her school. She’s taught social studies, math, and
language arts at five Savannah schools since 1975, then her last assignment, prior to
her retirement at DeRenne Middle School. While at Shuman Elementary in the late

‘80’s, Martha was most proud of her participation in a program called “Another Chance
for Education” (ACE). This program concentrated on the improvised and at-risk youth
of Chatham who had been academically left behind. Students would spend the majority

of the day with a “home” teacher to receive accelerated learning. The goal was to
provide students with nurturing hope as well as the skills to skip a grade level and

advancing after meeting certain criteria. Reflecting on her career, Martha believed that
each student possesses the ability and the desire to learn. She once commented that
“our students arrive prepared to meet the academic rigor we have in place” and “it’s

an educator’s responsibility to give 100 percent effort and to work with all who enter
our doors”.

On December 30, 2020, after an extended illness, Martha transitioned peacefully at
Riverview Health & Rehabilitation Center. During her illness, Martha was well cared for
by her loving and devoted daughter, Amsale of whom she was truly proud. She was

preceded in death by her mother, Delores Walker and her four brothers: Isaac Jr.,
Anthony, Tyrone, and Gerald Walker.

She leaves to cherish her fond memories, her daughter; Amsale Gelagay of Philadelphia,
PA, two sisters; Linda Spencer and Valerie G. Walker, one brother; Ronald Walker, all of

Savannah, Ga., her partner; of many years Leo Rhodan of Savannah, Ga.
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Order of Service

Hymn ~ ‘Amazing Grace’
Congregation

Invocation
Pastor Charles O'Berry

Scripture ~ Old and New Testaments
Pastor Charles O'Berry

Reflections
As I Knew Her ~ Gwendolyn W. Rogers

Open to Others (2 minutes per person, please)

Obituary
Deborah Brinson

Eulogy
Pastor Charles O'Berry

Hymn ~’When We All Get to Heaven’
Pastor Charles O'Berry

Recessional

Processional



Remember Me
To the living, I am gone, 

To the sorrowful, I will never return, 
But to the happy, I am at peace, 

And to the faithful, I have never left.

I cannot speak, but I can listen. 
I cannot be seen, but I can be heard. 

So, as you stand glazing upon a beautiful sky, 
As you look upon a flower and admire its simplicity, 

Remember me.

Remember me in your heart: 
Your thoughts, and your memories, 

Of the times we loved, 
The times we cried, 

The times we fought, 
The times we laughed. 

For if you always think of me,
I will never have gone.

Expressions of Gratitude
The bereaved family sincerely appreciates all expressions
of love and support offered during our loved one’s illness
and demise. Special thanks to Valerie Walker, Leo Rhodan,
David Berson, Rhonda Grant, Gwendolyn Rogers, Sidney
Reynolds, Nicole Chew, CJ Walker, and others who either

participated in our loved one’s care or provided
emotional support. May God richly bless each of you!


