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Many a Washington politi-

sian is familiar with her
work.
- Over the decades, many or-
linary folks have found ‘the
imerican Dream with her
wlp, -

For over 50 years, thou-
ands of fans of, first, Allen
Jounty, and, later, Allen
sounty-Scottsville, high
chool athletic programs have
elished in one of her youthful
chievements—naming the
tatriots.

Wanda Centers Grabner
as run the gamut of the real
state industry, from helping

young couple get a first
sme to serving, as she now
1es, on the board of directors

"the National Association of
ealtors. :

Born on Centers Loop Road
 the home of her paternal
andparents, Maude and
:tman Centers, she is the
ughter of Ruel and Ruby
iver Centers. Grabner
ent some of her high school
ars in the Walnut Creek
za at the home of her ma-
mal grandparents, Bill and
nnie Oliver and, long be-
‘¢ Barren River Lake ex-
ed, was baptized in Walnut
eek. Ruel was a school su-

Letters

perintendent in Mississippi,
and Ruby a teacher there, so
young Wanda lived in Mis-
sissippi for much of her early
years. But her parents di-
vorced, and, as the US geared
up for World War II, Ruby
moved back to Kentucky to
work in a defense plant. :

World War II brought an
era of yellow ribbons, an
abundance of the red, white
and blue and the grief of
many a local family. It was a
period of intense patriotism,
and -when a contest was an-
nounced at Allen County
High School to name the
school’s athletic programs-
—with a free copy of the
school’s annual as the
prize—Grabner’s suggestion
won it. With the national

unity and shared sacrifice of

World War II stil! fresh on
America’s mind, it wasn’t
hard, she said.

“It was a no-brainer,”
Grabner smiled. “The colors
were already red, white and
blue. ” .

In addition to the yearbook,
her cousin presented her with
a painting of a baseball jersey
with “Patriots” on it that has
been quite a keepsake over the
years. :

“1 love it,” she . said. “I
wouldn’t take anything for
that.” : ;

Today, Grabner says, when

‘she sees the success and fan

interest that Patriot athletics
have grown to inspire
throughout the Allen County

e} -
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Allen County native Wanda Centers Grabner cur-
rently serves on the National Board of Realtors and is
no stranger to the Red, White and Blue behind her—in
a 1940s contest in her high school Years to name Allen
County High School athletic nracrames cha s G
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Allen County native Wanda Centers Grabner cur-

: -_rently serves on the National Board of Realtors and is
no stranger to the Red, White and Blue behind her—in
a 1940s contest in her high school years to name Allen
County High School athlet:c programs, she won with

her entry--the Patrlots

began a family. She has four
< gaveanheany change. -

chﬂdfenui,}ebby, who ruz
‘"Boulder, Co., travel
‘Gail, a Cahforma realtor;
‘Tony, who lives in Indian-
“apolis and works for jet en-
gine manufacturer Rolls
Royce;
for aircraft manufacturer
Boeing in Phoenix. Grabner
later began her own career,
after earning her real estate
license. Her husband, Delbert
Ludlow, has ‘a ReMax
agency. Together, they devel-
oped Ludlow Realtors, in
which she mnow serves as
President.

Grabner said the real estate
industry, at least in her ear-
lier days, was still a tough
place for women to prosper.

“I’'ve been around long
enough to see discrimination

there,” she said. “Women
don’t have that now, but that’s
because we worked so hard at
}.t »n

Women gamed a foothold

in the industry, Grabner said, -

in part because they were
willing to do what many es-
tablished male agents would
not—work for commmission
only.

“And they discovered how
good women could be at it,”

and Paul, who works

Grabner said. “My husband
“I remember when women
weren’t wanted on boards of
directors,” she said. “Or some
would have only one. When
the first one was elected
president, it was such a big
deal.”

Grabner said she has found
many rewarding aspects
about the career.

“The fact that I could com-
pete with the men, and that
you could set your own goals,”
she said. “Nobody basically

‘tells you what to do. Your

limitations are your self-set

.goals. And it’s rewarding to

see people get into a home—a
lot of people didn’t think they
could ever buy their own
home.

“It's not all ‘easy,” she said.
“There are inspection prob-
lems, appraisal problems,
credit problems—TI've learned
to handle about all of them.”

Grabner served a term as
president of the Indiana
Board of Realtors; her col-
leagues more recently elected
her to serve-on the national
board, among the nation’s
largest and most powerful
political action committees.
The board is comprised of all
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nty native Wanda Centers Grabner cur-
on the National Board of Realtors and is
» the Red, White and Blue behind her—in
5t in her high school Yyears to name Allen
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political persuasions, but
comes to Washington with a
common purpose, she said.

“'m a Democrat, and real-
tors tend to be Repubhcans
Grabner said. “But we’re bi-
partisan. We’re all working
for homeowner and property
rights and fair housing
laws.”

These, she Said are defined
as legislation allowing “any-
one to buy where they want to
buy, as long as they’re quali-
fied to buy it. And that’s the
way it should be. :

“There was definitely not

fairness with some agents

and some companies in the
past,” Grabner said. “But
times have changed a lot, and
hopefully the Board of Real-
tors has helped bring ‘about
some of that change. Of
course, we've had civil rights
laws passed, too. But what’s
important is how people feel

-about it; that theyre doing

something not because they’re
forced to by law but because it
is right.”

The board has also success-
fully lobbied for “no down
payment” style loans in gov-
ernment loan programs.

This has helped many young

or lower income people get a
start in home ownership,
Grabner said.

. Grabner has seen a variety
of changes in the real estate
industry over the years, from
the double-digit interest rates
of the late 1970s and early

eal Estate

fering quicker deals for sell-
ers and placement for buyers
but also encouraging coop-
eration among agents and
agencies, who often share
commissions with the listing
agents.

“You could hang onto cli-
ents better, because you have
more listings to show them
Grabner said.

Soon, Grabner said, she and
colleagues on the national
board will meet in Washing-
ton to discuss another indus-
try innovation—the “Virtual
Office” website. This allows
buyers to view listings on-
line, and the ‘board is as-
signed the task of drafting
industry policy for its use.

Today, Grabner said, she’s
continuing her career and
has no thoughts of retirement.

“Retirement is a dirty word
to me,” she smiled. “I think I
have to work. People who

know me laugh. You get la-

beled, but inside I still feel
like ’'m 15. And .I’ve‘b'éen S0
blessed with good healjth-,_”

Will You
Adopt Me?




