
Celebrating the Life of
Joel Wylie Seymour

2 o'clock in the afternoon
Monday, December 11, 2023
Forest Hills Memorial Park



BrigadierΎGeneralΎ(Retired,ΎGeorgiaΎNationalΎGuard)ΎJoelΎWylieΎSeymour,Ύ
ageΎ85,ΎofΎElberton,ΎGAΎpassedΎawayΎonΎThursday,ΎDecemberΎ7,Ύ2023,ΎatΎ

WellstarΎMedicalΎCollegeΎofΎGeorgiaΎHealthΎinΎAugusta,ΎGA.ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎ
HeΎwasΎbornΎinΎBowman,ΎGAΎonΎSeptemberΎ15,Ύ1938,ΎandΎwasΎtheΎsonΎofΎtheΎ

lateΎOzzieΎJeanΎDriverΎSeymourΎandΎJessieΎLutherΎSeymour,ΎJr.
HeΎwasΎprecededΎinΎdeathΎbyΎhisΎparents;ΎhisΎwife,ΎDorisΎBrownΎSeymour;ΎandΎ

twinΎsons:ΎJoelΎScottΎSeymourΎandΎJoelΎStevenΎSeymour.
JoelΎwasΎaΎgraduateΎofΎtheΎElbertΎCountyΎHighΎSchoolΎClassΎofΎ1956ΎandΎtheΎ

UniversityΎofΎGeorgia,ΎwhereΎheΎreceivedΎhisΎBachelorΎofΎBusinessΎAdministrationΎ
inΎ1964ΎandΎMastersΎofΎPublicΎAdministrationΎinΎ1972.ΎHeΎservedΎ62ΎyearsΎasΎ
AssistantΎAdministratorΎforΎtheΎSoutheasternΎPowerΎAdministration,ΎUnitedΎStatesΎ
DepartmentΎofΎEnergyΎinΎElberton,ΎGA.ΎAsΎaΎyoungΎadult,ΎheΎjoinedΎtheΎNationalΎ
GuardΎandΎattendedΎFieldΎArtilleryΎSchoolΎinΎFt.ΎSill,ΎOKΎandΎtheΎCommandΎandΎ
GeneralΎStaˎΎCollegeΎinΎvariousΎarmyΎlocations.

JoelΎservedΎhisΎcommunityΎinΎmanyΎareasΎandΎwasΎmostΎproudΎofΎhisΎ12ΎyearsΎ
asΎaΎmemberΎofΎtheΎElbertonΎCityΎCouncil.ΎHeΎalsoΎservedΎasΎmemberΎandΎformerΎ
ChairΎofΎtheΎElbertΎCountyΎChamberΎofΎCommerce,ΎTheΎRotaryΎClubΎofΎElberton,Ύ
SamuelΎElbertΎChapterΎofΎtheΎSonsΎofΎtheΎAmericanΎRevolution,ΎandΎElberton-
Mure-choΎSister-CityΎCommittee.ΎHeΎwasΎmemberΎofΎtheΎNortheastΎGeorgiaΎ
RegionalΎCommissionΎforΎ40ΎyearsΎandΎservedΎasΎPresident.ΎHeΎwasΎaΎmemberΎofΎ
theΎFirstΎBaptistΎChurchΎofΎElbertonΎandΎtheΎVictoryΎSundayΎSchoolΎClass.

JoelΎwasΎhonoredΎtoΎhaveΎservedΎthirty-nineΎyearsΎinΎtheΎGeorgiaΎNationalΎ
Guard.ΎHeΎwasΎCommanderΎofΎtheΎ1-214tΎhΎFieldΎArtilleryΎBattalion;ΎDeputyΎChiefΎ
ofΎStaˎΎforΎTraining,ΎArmyΎNationalΎGuardΎofΎGeorgia;ΎandΎCommanderΎofΎtheΎ
GeorgiaΎStateΎDefenseΎForceΎforΎ11Ύyears.ΎHeΎwasΎformerΎPresidentΎandΎLifeΎ
MemberΎofΎtheΎNationalΎGuardΎAssociationΎofΎGeorgia.ΎHeΎcurrentlyΎservedΎasΎ
NortheastΎGeorgiaΎAreaΎChairmanΎforΎtheΎEmployerΎSupportΎofΎNationalΎGuardΎ
andΎReserve.Ύ

HisΎnumerousΎmilitaryΎhonorsΎinclude:ΎGraduateΎofΎArtilleryΎSchool,ΎArmyΎ
WarΎCollege,ΎNuclearΎWeaponΎEmploymentΎSchool,ΎFieldΎArtilleryΎCommander’sΎ
Course,ΎLifeΎMemberΎofΎAmericanΎLegion,ΎLifeΎMemberΎofΎElksΎOrganization,ΎandΎ
LegionΎdeΎLafayetteΎforΎtheΎNationalΎGuardΎofΎUSA.

HisΎmilitaryΎmembershipsΎincludedΎChathamΎArtilleryΎandΎtheΎOldΎGuardΎ
AssociationΎofΎAtlanta.ΎHisΎmilitaryΎawardsΎincluded:ΎTheΎLegionΎofΎMeritΎAward,Ύ
MeritoriousΎServiceΎMedal,ΎArmyΎCommendationΎMedalΎandΎAchievementΎMedalΎ
fromΎU.S.ΎArmy,ΎandΎOglethorpeΎAwardΎfromΎtheΎStateΎofΎGeorgia.

HeΎisΎsurvivedΎbyΎhisΎwifeΎofΎtwenty-oneΎyears,ΎNancyΎCogginsΎSeymour;Ύ
children:ΎSusanΎSeymourΎChamberlinΎofΎWatkinsville,ΎGA,ΎScottΎStevenΎSeymourΎ
ofΎWashington,ΎD.C.,ΎFranklinΎWhitworthΎ(Elizabeth)ΎofΎSuwanee,ΎGA,ΎandΎ
ChristopherΎWhitworthΎ(Jamie)ΎofΎAtlanta,ΎGA;Ύgrandsons:ΎZachariahΎJoelΎ
Chamberlin,ΎLondonΎHunterΎChamberlin,ΎandΎDaytonΎColeΎChamberlinΎ(Bianca);Ύ
granddaughters:ΎVictoriaΎandΎCharlotteΎWhitworth;ΎandΎgreat-granddaughter,Ύ
FreyaΎChamberlin.ΎAlsoΎsurvivingΎareΎsiblings:ΎJimmyΎSeymourΎ(Janice)ΎofΎ
Gainesville,ΎGA,ΎJerryΎSeymourΎofΎGray,ΎGA,ΎandΎDebraΎSeymourΎofΎElberton,ΎGA.

HeΎwasΎknownΎforΎhisΎloveΎofΎGeorgiaΎFootball,ΎNASCAR,ΎandΎantiqueΎcars.ΎHeΎ
andΎNancyΎenjoyedΎtravelingΎandΎspendingΎtimeΎatΎClarksΎHillΎLakeΎandΎJekyllΎ
IslandΎwithΎtheirΎfamilyΎandΎfriends.ΎΎ

MemorialsΎmayΎbeΎmadeΎtoΎtheΎElbertΎMemorialΎHospitalΎFoundationΎc/oΎTheΎ
JoelΎandΎNancyΎSeymourΎEndowment,Ύ4ΎMedicalΎDrive,ΎElberton,ΎGeorgiaΎ30635.

Order of Service
"America The Beautiful"

Scripture & Prayer
Rev. Gary Purvis

Eulogy
Frank Williams, Ret. Army National Guard

"The Star-Spangled Banner"
Message of Hope
Rev. Gary Purvis

"The Battle Hymn of the Republic"
Military Rites

Pallbearers
Zach Chamberlin, London Chamberlin, 
Dayton Chamberlin, Rick Chamberlin, 

Franklin Whitworth, Christopher Whitworth, 
Wade Gaines


