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Genius Hour

For

Beginners

Rebecca Mieliwocki

7th Grade English Teacher

2012 National Teacher of the Year

@mrsmieliwocki

rebeccamieliwocki@burbankusd.org


Basic Steps

Step 1: Intoduce the project to students.



Genius Hour Video,Caine’s Arcade, TED talks

Step 2: Brainstorm possible topics.



Post-it notes

Step 3: Select one passion to pursue.

Step 4: Form a research question.



Open-ended, Focused, Relevant, Measureable
Step 5: Plan learning journey.



Mentors, resources, additional time needed?

Step 6: Research, learn, grow.



Ipad carts, laptop cart, computer lab, byod



Logs & Kidblogs

Step 7: Prepare final presentations.



Adobe voice, keynote, ppt, powtoon, pages

Step 8: Culminating Presentations



Student created rubric, parent outreach, 


reflection blogs, adminstrator participation

Genius Hour Calendar of Events

FALL

September 5
In-class log due
 (5 pts)
 November 7  
Third Blog Post Due (20 pts)
September 12
In-class log due
 (5 pts)
 November 14
In-class log due
 (5 pts)


September 19
First Blog Post Due 
 November 21  
In-class log due
 (5 pts)


September 26
In-class log due
 (5 pts)


October 3
In-class log due
 (5 pts)
 December 5
Final Blog Post Due (20 pts)
October 10
In-class log due
 (5 pts)
 December 12
Project Presentations 1-10
October 17  
Second Blog Post Due 
 December 16
Project Presentations 11-20
October 24
In-class log due
 (5 pts)
 December 17  
Project Presentations 21-32

October 31   
In-class log due
 (5 pts)


Blogging Responsibilities

Four times during the semester, you are required to log on to our class blog and post an update on your project.  Blog posts must be completed and uploaded by midnight on the day they are due.         Blog posts need to be at least 300 words long and written in standard American English.  Grammar, sentence construction, and spelling absolutely count so be careful.  They are graded.  In your blog posts, remind us what you are working on for your Genius Project, tell us what kinds of things you’ve spent the past month working on, what challenges or successes you are encountering, and what your next steps are.  
http://kidblog.org/MrsMieliwockisClass/
username: first name + last initial  (Example:  AmyR)

password: lundy

Culminating Presentation

At the end of this semester of inquiry and exploration, you will give a 5-minute multi-media presentation sharing your experiences with your classmates, family members, and school leaders.  It’s not important that you achieved what you set out to with your research question. What IS important is that you learned something, that you were motivated to learn, and that you were challenged on a daily basic by this work. In that sense, no one can fail as long as you learned. 
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Presentations must combine photos, videos, or other media showing your process along the way and a spoken section by you.  In your section, you will tell us what you set out to accomplish, how things went, what resources came in handy most, what challenges you faced, and ultimately how you feel you did. Your media presentation is meant to illuminate and highlight your words.  


You may use any digital tool, program, or application to create your final presentation.  Just make sure you stick as close to 5 minutes in overall length as possible.


The student-created scoring guide will serve as the teacher’s tool for evaluating your presentation and overall proof of accomplishment.


Have fun. Work Hard. Learn Much. Share Everything.
	DATE
	What I did with my GENIUS time today?
	Teacher

Checkoff

	1/23
	
	

	2/6
	
	

	2/27
	
	

	3/6
	
	

	3/13
	
	

	4/3
	
	

	4/10
	
	

	4/17
	
	

	5/1
	
	

	
	
	


Snapshot of Student Created Scoring Guide

For Culminating Presentations
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You REALLY did it! Youdidit. Youdidn't doit.

ELEMENTS BEING OBSERVED () (8) (c-D)

Professional Appearance: student is
dressed to give a presentation.

Eye Contact: Maintained with
Audience, Does not look at screen or
digital presentation much unless
required (watching a video)

Facial expressions: appropriate, varied

Posture: upright, confident, relaxed

Gestures: existed, appropriate, varied

Language: formal, appropriate,
sustained tone & momentum

Movement: not too litle, not too,
much, relaxed, appropriate

Digital presentation: creative,
informative, encompasses complete.
learning journey

Evidence of learning; presentation
demonstrates that learning occurred

Overall effortmativation: obvious,
genuine motivation, effort, care shown





Resources & Links
Pink, Daniel H. Drive: The Surprising Truth About What Motivates Us. New York, NY: Riverhead Books, 2009. 
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http://www.ted.com/talks/dan_pink_on_motivation?language=en
http://www.ted.com/talks/adora_svitak?language=en
http://cainesarcade.com
https://engagetheirminds.wordpress.com/genius-hour-resources/
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=829279
http://www.geniushour.com/what-is-genius-hour/
