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How to Understand

End-Time Prophecy 

Lesson One ï

Daniel 8 & 12



Jesus said in His famous end-time discourse:

This message tells us that there are signs so 

specific that when seen beginning, we know 

that Jesus is coming very soon!

ñAnd when these things begin to come to 

pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; 

for your redemption draweth nigh.ò(Luke 21:28)



Our understanding is not to be subjective or 

sensational, but we are to know the objective 

data, so we can really tell when His coming is 

near.  

In fact, He is so eager for us to know all about 

those events and signs that He has given us 

ñtime propheciesò or special ñclocksò to be very 

explicit!

We are no longer to be tempted by opinion

and superficial Biblical understanding. 

God says: ñDonôt go there! You can know 

exactly what lies just ahead!ò



In 1957 the USSR 

launched this rocket, 

putting Sputnik I into 

orbit around the earth.

This scientific achievement came as 

a surprise to the world. Its meaning

went far beyond its scientific 

journey. Man did something that 

many said ñGod would not permit!ò 

Was this ñcold warò event a sign of the end?



All over the world people began to ask 

questions that hadnôt been asked before 

about the end of time!

In many religious circles ministers, priests,   

parishioners, concluded that this indeed

meant that the end of the world was now 

beginning.

But: Jesus didnôt come, and our fears and 

hopes melted away. 



Why? What happened?

It simply wasnôt one of Godôs signs! Sputnik 

is not found in the Bible! It was sensational.

But ïyou say: Daniel talks 

about men running to and fro 

and the great increase of 

knowledge at the very end! 

BUT! ïwhat does this verse mean?

Daniel does say: ñBut thou, O Daniel, shut up 

the words, and seal the book, even to the time 

of the end: many shall run to and fro, and 

knowledge shall be increased.ò (Dan. 12:4)



That verse simply tells us that the ñsealedò 

portion of Daniel will be ñunsealedò at the 

very end. 

A portion of Daniel 8ï12 that couldnôt be    

understood when he wrote it, would 

become open to our understanding at the 

very end! People will spread those 

discoveries all throughout the world.

Note what Expositor White said:  



ñThe book that was sealed was not 

the book of Revelation, but that 

portion of the prophecy of Daniel 

which related to the last daysé. 

By the increase of knowledge [found 

within that book] a people is to be 

prepared [future] to stand in the latter 

days.ò(2SM 105 ï1896)



2001 ïTerrorists attacked the United States

Á Ministers began preaching 

apocalyptic messages.

Á Religious literature quickly 

portrayed this image as showing 

ñthe end is upon us.ò

2004 ïA terrible earthquake hit S.E. Asia

Á A tsunami followed.

Á 230,000 dead, 14,000 missing

2005 ïHurricane Katrina devastated

the Gulf Coast.

Á1,400 deaths

Á$81 billion in damages



2010 ïHaiti

Á 7.0 magnitude earthquake

Á 330,000 deaths (latest estimate)

Á $14 billion in costs 


