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How to Start a School Garden: Your Complete Guide

Gardening Checklist
Which elements will your garden include?

 � Teaching/gathering area: small clearings with 
benches

 � Potting benches or tables: For sowing and potting 
up plants, making paper pots using a press, or 
seed saving activities.

 � Fruit and vegetable beds: Raised or in-ground 
beds, horse trough beds, container gardens.

 � Annual and perennial flower beds: Butterfly and 
pollinator garden beds.

 � Trees and shrubs: Fruit trees, shrubs, and 
brambles.

 � Irrigation: Soaker hoses, drip irrigation, overhead 
sprinklers.

 � Greenhouse: To extend the growing season and/or 
as a seed starting area.

 � Storage shed: For storing tools, containers, seeds.

 � Composting area: Compost bins, tumblers, worm 
bins, etc.

 � Sink: Washing station for cleaning up hands and 
harvest.

 � Special features: Bug hotel, bee condos, pond, bird 
houses, bat houses, theme beds, etc.
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