Kelly Jean (Garrow) Burnham was born on May 24th, 1964 to Robert Alexander
Garrow and Rita Ann (Parmeter) Garrow in St. Paul Minnesota. Kelly was the oldest of
four children. The family moved to the Maple, Wisconsin area. It was there they made
their home.

She graduated from Northwestern High School in Maple, Wisconsin in 1982. She
was involved in many student organizations and varsity clubs during high school
including cheerleading, choir, and danceline but had a passion for speech and drama.
She competed in the Wisconsin Regional and State competitions for speech and drama
during her junior and senior years of high school. She was also a finalist for the 1982
Wisconsin Teenager Pageant.

After graduating high school she had a desire to go to college and enrolled at
Carroll College in Waukesha, Wisconsin. She graduated in 1986 with a Bachelor’s
degree in liberal arts. She was very involved with the drama department and would
assist in sewing costumes and acting in prominent roles in school productions. She was
very outgoing and friendly, and made many lifelong friends during her time in college.
Upon graduating from Carroll, Kelly took numerous jobs advocating and working with
disabled children and adults. She moved to St. Cloud, MN and during her time there she
met Gregory Lee Burnham. The two were married in March of 1993. They had four
children together—Gideon Lee, Elizabeth Karen, Jeremiah Ronald, and Hope
Michael—who were the light of her life and she would have done anything for.

After Gregory and Kelly were married they moved to a small farm south of Starbuck,
MN in 1995. They started attending church at First Baptist Church in Glenwood, MN,
and she was baptized in the summer of 1998. She deeply loved Jesus and her life was
radically transformed by Christ which was evident by how loving and kind she was to
everyone she interacted with. She was very involved in all the churches she attended,
and she loved and cherished many of the deep friendships she formed over years. She
was incredibly thankful for her friends and how the Lord used them over the years to
impact her life.

The family moved to Alexandria, MN in 1999 where Kelly raised her four kids as a
stay-at-home mom. She was extremely involved in her children’s’ activities throughout
their childhood and into their high school years. She especially loved watching her two
sons Gideon and Jeremiah play football, her daughter Elizabeth compete in swimming,
and her daughter Hope act in theatre. She loved hearing laughter fill her house when
her children had their friends over and considered herself a second mom to many of
their friends.

There were many things that marked Kelly’s life, but one thing that she truly enjoyed
was giving gifts. Whether it was something small like getting snacks for her coworkers
at CBHH, or buying clothes for her grandsons, she loved giving gifts that people would
appreciate. She took joy in loving others as Christ loved her, and she loved being
generous. Her life was also marked by her compassion and empathy for others. She
took her past struggles with mental health and used it to mentor, encourage, and
advocate for those currently struggling with mental health issues.

Kelly passed away peacefully on November 18th, 2021. She was 57 years old. She was
preceded in death by her grandparents, her father Robert Garrow and her nephew
Justin Lipinski.

She leaves behind her mother Rita Garrow of Lake Nebagamon, WI. Her siblings:
Kimberley Garrow of San Antonio, TX, KayLynn Sheridan of Lake Nebagamon, WI, and
Tom Garrow of Wheatridge, CO. Her four children: Gideon Burnham of Boise, ID,
Elizabeth (Justin) Seibel of Alexandria, MN, Jeremiah (Tahlia) Burnham of Alexandria,
MN and Hope Burnham of Minneapolis, MN. Her two grandsons: Micah and Eli
Burnham of Alexandria, MN, many nieces and nephews, and many friends. She was
deeply loved and will be dearly missed.
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Psalm 16

Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say to
the Lord, "You are my Lord; I have no good apart from
you." As for the saints in the land, they are the
excellent ones, in whom is all my delight. The sorrows
of those who run after another god shall multiply, their
drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take
their names on my lips. The Lord is my chosen portion
and my cup, you hold my lot. The lines have fallen for
me in pleasant places, indeed, I have a beautiful
inheritance. I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in
the night also my heart instructs me.

I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at
my right hand, I shall not be shaken. Therefore my
heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh
also dwells secure. For you will not abandon my soul
to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption. You
make known to me the path of life; in your presence
there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.
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