
 
 

Remember Me 
 

Don’t remember me with sadness, 
Don’t remember me with tears, 

Remember all the laughter, 
We’ve shared throughout the years. 

Now I am contented 
That my life it was worthwhile, 

Knowing as I passed along the way 
I made somebody smile. 

When you are walking down the street 
And you’ve got me on your mind, 

I’m walking in your footsteps 
Only half a step behind. 

So please don’t be unhappy 
Just because I’m out of sight, 
Remember that I’m with you 

Each morning, noon and night. 
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Obituary 
 

Samuel Luis Rivera-Colón, age 47, passed away on February 28, 
2024 in Charlotte, North Carolina, surrounded by his family, after a 
valiant fight with cancer.  

Sam will be remembered for his quick sense of humor, his loyal 
friendship, his love of animals, and his lifelong interest in video 
gaming. 

Sam was born on September 10, 1976 to José Luis and María 
Socorro Colón Rivera in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Sam was the third 
kid in the house, joining his older sisters Cindy, Mary Ann and 
Melanie. He attended elementary and middle school at Wesleyan 
Academy in Guaynabo, Puerto Rico. As the girls went off to college 
in the U.S., Sam joined mom and dad when they later moved from 
San Juan to Gainesville, Florida. Sam attended and graduated from 
Buchholz High School in Gainesville and went on to get an 
Associate’s Degree in Psychology from Santa Fe College. He 
continued his studies at Full Sail University in Orlando, Florida 
where he received an Associate's of Arts degree in Computer 
Science. Sam moved far west as he pursued adventures in Saipan, 
Guam, and Philippines. He then moved to California to immerse 
himself in video game design. He continued his studies and obtained 
a Bachelor's of Science degree in Gaming Design from DeVry 
University in Los Angeles, California. After graduation, Sam was 
recruited by Aristocrat Technologies in Reno, Nevada with the role 
as a Software Engineer specializing in gaming machines. There, 
Sam was known to be a problem solver and he was able to explore 
his passion for gaming that he had from childhood. He was an 
accomplished computer specialist and a lover of game systems 
going all the way back to his first Atari days. Watching National 
Geographic and history shows were also his passions.  

Sam is survived by his parents José and María, his sisters Cindy 
Shultze, Mary Ann Candelario, cousin Melanie Phelan, his life 
partner Beverly Garcia, his beloved dog Fugui, and his brood of 
guinea pigs Rambo, Chi Chi, Albi, and Cambi. 

 

Order of Service 
 

Pastor Rubén Hueratas Officiating 
 

Processional/Prayer of Comfort      Pastor Rubén Hueratas 
  
Song   Songbird  Audrey Jones (Niece) 
 
Scripture Reading        Old Testament 
      New Testament 
 
Moments of Reflection                Family and Friends 
 
Song   Entre Sus Manos      Stretto 
 
Words of Comfort                          Pastor Rubén Hueratas 
 
Benediction                                  Pastor Rubén Hueratas 
 
Song   Ancient of Days  Ron Kenoly 
 
Recessional and Fellowship 
 
 

    
 
 

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.  - Isaiah 41:10 

 


