
excitement in riding his Harley Davidson 

motorcycle, embarking on numerous 

journeys to the annual Sturgis Rally. He 

liked cooking and was an excellent cook. 

Stu also enjoyed genealogy. 

 

Stewart will forever be remembered by 

his beloved wife Sandy and adored son 

Nicholas. He is survived by his brother, 

Chris (Mary) Denis of Argusville, ND; 

mother-in-law, Joanne Althoff of 

Mooreton, ND; sister-in-law, Pat 

Stephens of Brooklyn Center, MN; 

brothers-in-law, Dale (Cindie) Althoff of 

Mooreton, ND and Terry (Sara) Althoff of Apple Valley, MN and a 

number of nieces and nephews. 

Stewart was preceded in death by his precious daughter Elizabeth, who 

was stillborn in 1992; parents, James Denis and Virginia Grady; brother, 

Jay Denis; sisters, Angie McCloskey and Marcy Angstman; two infant 

siblings; grandparents, Joseph and Margaret  Denis and Stewart and Vivian 

Roden; step-fathers, Ed Merrill and Tom Grady; father-in-law, Vernon 

Althoff and brother-in-law, Greg Stephens. 

Stewart Denis, 66, passed away on Friday, January 

4, 2024 at St. Alexius Hospital. 

Stewart Joseph Denis was born on September 3, 

1957 in Fargo. He was the son of James and Virginia 

(Roden) Denis. Stewart survived open heart surgery 

when he was 4 ½ years old. After graduating from 

Fargo North High School in 1976, Stewart embarked 

on a journey of diverse careers, ranging from 

security to working with an underground cable 

company. He even spent two years in Duluth, where 

he found employment at Jeno's Pizza. 

Fate intervened one unforgettable evening when Stewart met the love of his 

life, Sandra Kay Althoff. On June 18, 1983, they joyfully exchanged 

wedding vows in Mooreton, ND. For a while, they resided in Fargo before 

relocating to Beulah, where Stewart thrived in roles involving security and 

chemical cleaning. In 1989, the couple settled in Bismarck. Stu attended 

Bismarck Junior College, where he completed a welding program.  He also 

became certified as an EMT-Basic, eventually deciding not to keep up with 

the rigorous continuing education requirements and he let his license go. This 

is when Stewart discovered his true calling as a monitor technician in 

Telemetry at St. Alexius Hospital. He dedicated three decades of loyal 

service to his patients, and considered his 

colleagues his family.  He especially 

formed a bond with Kent Hummel. 

Stewart and Sandy welcomed Nicholas 

James in 1998, bringing immeasurable 

love and happiness into their lives. 

Stewart’s focus changed to being the best 

dad in the world. 

Stewart's many interests and hobbies 

contributed to the richness of his life. He 

cherished his gold panning adventures, 

which he developed a passion for during 

a trip to the Black Hills. Countless hours 

were spent in his garage, sifting through 

gravel and searching for flecks of gold. 

Additionally, he found solace and 



 

If I had only known it was our last walk in the rain 

I’d keep you out for hours in the storm 

I would hold your hand, like a lifeline to my heart 

And underneath the thunder we’d be warm 

If I had only known it was our last walk in the rain 

 

If I had only known I’d never hear your voice again 

I’d memorize each thing you ever said 

And on these lonely nights, I could think of them once more 

And keep your words alive inside my head 

 

You were the treasure in my heart 

You were the one who always stood beside me 

So unaware, I foolishly believed that you would always be there 

But then there came a day when I closed my eyes 

And you slipped away 

 

If I had only known it was my last night by your side 

I’d pray a miracle would stop the dawn 

And when you smiled at me, I would look into your eyes 

And make sure you know my love for you goes on and on 

If I had only known, If I had only known 

 

The love I would’ve shown 

If I had only known. 


