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A Fox, a Snowstorm, and 2 Baptisms 

 One of the 55 people who braved the snowstorm and came to church on January 13 was Kevin 
Mansfield, a Pittsburgh resident who had been listening online to an Adventist evangelist named Mark 
Fox.  A couple of weeks later, Kevinôs wife, Veronica, and their 2 children  (Kevin, Jr.,  and Abby) 
came with him to Sabbath School and church.  Kevin and Veronica 
continued to study and soon Kevin contacted Pastor Pepper with 
the news that they wanted to be baptized. 
 Thus, the baptistery was filled and on Sabbath, February 24, 
both Kevin and Veronica took their stand before God and the Pitts-
burgh congregation and publically vowed to follow Jesus. 
 Thatôs the shortened version of Kevinôs story.  He and Dwight 
Ashbaugh are working on a video to tell the whole story and when 

itôs finished, youôll want to see it.  In the meantime, join us in saying, WELCOME to the FAMI-
LY, KEVIN and VERONICA! 

Thoughts on Laodicea 

 Question:  What was 
the sin of Laodicea?  
Consider that before 
reading on. . . . I 
would suggest the 

sin of Laodicea was the sin of self
-righteousness.  Letôs review from 
Revelation 3:14 and onward. 
v. 14, 15ðTo the angel 
of the church in Laodi-
cea write: . . . I know 
your deeds, that you are 
neither cold nor hot.  I 
wish you were either one 
or the other. 

 Think with me.  What does 
Jesus want?  Does He want them 
to be hot, but not cold?  No!  He 
wants them to be cold or hot.  
Cold is good and so is hot.  So 
what is not good?  Look at the 
next verse. 
v. 16 So, because you 
are lukewarmðneither 
hot nor coldðI am about 
to spit you out of my 

mouth. 
 So often as Iôve read this, Iôve 
thought Jesus wanted us to be hot, 
but not cold.  But that is not what 
it says.  He wants us to be hot or 
cold, but not lukewarm.  Both hot 
churches and cold churches stay 
in Jesusô mouth.  Consider, peo-
ple  like hot tea or iced tea, but 
not room temperature tea.  If you 
sprain an ankle, hot helps it heal 
and cold helps it heal, but luke-
warm does nothing. 
 So another question.  What 
does the mouth that Jesus was go-
ing to spit them out of represent?  
Perhaps the church as a world 
body of believers?  So a local 
church that is neither refreshing 
(cold) nor therapeutic (hot) should 
be either changed or spit out.  A 
church that is lukewarm is neither 
refreshing for the spiritually wea-
ry nor therapeutic for the spiritu-
ally sick.  You need to be one or 
the other because you canôt be 

both. 
 But the next text is why I say 
the sin of Laodicea is self-
righteousness.  It says: 
v. 17 You say, ñI am 
rich; I have acquired 
wealth and do not need a 
thing.ò But you do not 
realize that you are 
wretched, pitiful, poor, 
blind, and naked. 

 In other words, you think 
youôve got everything you need 
spiritually.  Youôre so good, 
youôre worthy.  But Jesus tells 
them they must overcome (v. 21) 
Overcome what?  Their sin.  And 
what was their sin?  Self-
righteousness.  The message to 
Laodicea was this:  As long as 
you believe you are saved by 
what you do, you will never be 
hot or cold because you will never 
realize that you are ñwretched, 
pitiful, poor, blind, and naked.ò 

ðPastor Stewart Pepper 
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Coming Events  Repairmen to the Rescue 

 Have you ever noticed there is almost always something 
around your house that needs painted, repaired, improved, etc.?  
Well a church is the same way.  Thereôs always something that 
can be done.  During the holidays, it was discovered that one of 
the stoves in the kitchen wasnôt 
working.  Not too long ago, Rich 
and Derek Baich could be seen 
working on that project. 
 And how many of you have 
noticed the Mothersô Room has 
been closed for awhile?  When 
the pipes burst the last Sabbath 
of 2017, that room got the brunt 
of the damage.  On a recent Sun-
day morning Phil Sweda and Ron Piovesan worked to   cover 
the hole  in the ceiling with drywall.  There is still more work to 

be done, but the Mothersô Room should be open again soon. 

We have begun raising funds for a new church 
sign on the front of the building.  Contributions 
can be made by marking your tithe envelope 
òChurch Sign.ó 

�i �� If you are looking for a �P�L�G-�Z�H�H�N�� �V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�� �O�L�I�W, you 
have several choicesðRJ and Brenda Fischerôs Small 
Group Bible Study on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m., Nick and 
Tammy Guyachôs Small Group Bible Study on Wednes-
days at 7:00 p.m., or Prayer Meeting at the church on 
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  Join a group today! 

�i �� Men, Saturday, March 3 at 6:00 p.m. is �*�X�\�V�� �1�L�J�K�W��
�2�X�W. Please bring some snack food to share, along with 
any game that is good for a group - large or small. If 
you have questions, please contact Dan Seigfried at 412
-918-9392. 

�i �� Saturday, March 10 is �0�D�U�F�K���0�R�Y�L�H���1�L�J�K�W!  There will 
be movies for 3 different age groupsðAdult, Teen, and 
Children.  Bring a snack and a friend to this evening 
thatôs sure to be a lot of fun. 

�i �� Ladies, want to learn  how to accept and value your 
gifts, strengths and passions?  Donôt miss Tamyra 
Horstôs seminar �³�&�D�U�W�Z�K�H�H�O�V���� �&�R�R�N�L�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �&�R�Q�I�L��
�G�H�Q�F�H�´��on Sabbath, March 24, at 2 p.m. 

�i �� Girls, if you are 12 years or younger, you are invited to 
bring your mom, grandma, or adult friend to a �3�U�L�Q�F�H�V�V��
�7�H�D from 1:00-4:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 25.  There 
will be  fun activities and stories with a princess theme.  
You can even bring your girlfriends with you!  See the 
Pennsylvania Conference page in this newsletter for 
more details. 


