
 

      William "Billy" Hoffer Aitkin, 
("Ishpiming Makwa", In the Sky 
Bear) was born on March 28, 
1983, in St. Paul, Minnesota, the 
son of Robert and LeeAnn 
(Hoffer) Aitkin.  He grew up in 
Shoreview, graduated from 
Mounds View High School in 
2001 and then attended St. 
Cloud State University.  He was 

recently employed as a security guard.  Billy had a 
huge heart who loved animals and helping people in 
times of need.  He was an avid sports fan of baseball, 
football, hockey, lacrosse and golf.  He also enjoyed 
playing poker and black jack and was very proud of 
his Native American heritage. 

      He is survived by his mother, LeeAnn (and Craig) 
Gorans of Spicer; two brothers, Michael (and Carla) 
Aitkin of Bemidji and Daniel (and Alyssa) Aitkin of 
White Bear Lake; besides many nieces, nephews, 
aunts, uncles and friends. 

      He was preceded in death by his father, Robert. 
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Immortality 

 

Do not stand by my grave and weep. 
I am not there. I do not sleep. 

 
I am a thousand winds that blow. 
I am a diamond glint on the snow. 
I am sunlight on the ripened grain. 

I am the gentle Autumn rain. 
 

When you awake 
in the morning hush, 

I am the swift up flinging rush 
of quite birds in circle flight. 

I am the soft starshine at night. 
 

Do not stand by my grave and cry. 
I am not there. I did not die. 

 
  -Native American Farewell 
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In  Loving  Memory  Of 

Billy  Aitkin 
March 28, 1983                                   August 21, 2023 

St. Paul, Minnesota      Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 

Celebration  of  Life  Service 

Saturday, August 26, 2023   -   2:00 p.m. 

Peterson Brothers Funeral Home 

Willmar, Minnesota 

 

Officiating 

Pastor Dean E. Johnson 

 

Music on CD 

“Over The Rainbow”  -  Israel Kamakawiwo’ole 

“On Eagle’s Wings”  -  Walkers to Heaven 

“Spirit In The Sky”  -  Norman Greenbaum 

 

Interment 

Ebenezer Lutheran Cemetery 

Kandiyohi, Minnesota 
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