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Municipalities affected by the July 23rd, 2018 fire
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NORTHERN MATI CHARACTERISTICS AND BEACH ACCESS

BOPEIDE TOMEAZ- ANEIKONIZH NARPANAKOY METONOY KAl MPOIBAIEQN
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istic qf-'.Mo’ri. Acc-elif to the beaches have been buiit.by residents but signage for beach access is largely lacking
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! ABSTRACT. Greece is affected by many natural disasters, mcIudmg ear’rhquqkes floods, fires, and

The Fire of July 23rd, 2018 Mati, Attiki Greece: Lessons Learned in t

A.BARBEROPOULOU/',

2 Electrical Engineer, yahttsir@yahoo.com
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tsunamis. Fires, in particular, every summer, account for thousands of burned acres of land
(farm /forest /urban). Greece is at greatest vulnerability during the summer months when high

temperatures and high winds set the “ideal” conditions for this natural disaster. For example, in 2007,

L according to the Greek Fire Department, 19,054 fires broke out in urbanized areas and 11868 in other
(farm /forest). The fires killed 84 people and burned more than 12% of Greece’s forest land (Gitas et *

al. 2007). More recently, on Monday, July 23rd, 2018 a fire started on the west of Attiki prefecture
(NW of Athens). A few hours later another fire NNE of Athens near Penteli suburb was also reported.

. Within two hours the second fire, became the worst fire disaster in modern Greek history, worst fire

disaster in Europe and one of the worst fire disasters globally in the last hundred years. At least 100
people perished and hundreds of houses burned in an area of 3-4 square km. There are many aspects
that make this disaster an interesting case study. Since a warning was never issued, people evacuated
based on the best information available, which in most cases meant their best judgment. The author looks
into the different facets of the impact of one of the worst fire disasters of the 20th century, including
individual perseverance in the face of no crisis management.
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Apprnxlmate Path nf fire

- Fire Bird's eye view of the general region affected by the July 23rd, 2018 fire showing major
¥ Mati road that lead in an out of the village of Mati.
Transoct Mati Fire symbols represent only general areas affected by the fire delineating - | e " o s ‘
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FACTS IN BRIEF FOR THE FIRE
DISASTER

16.49 (local time) approximate time that fire
broke (fire starting point)

18.22 f?re h_qs- crossed Marathon avenue

18.40 the fire has now reached the sea

burning rocks.... -

e of July 23rd 2018 affected two . - s : .
7 oo th ec’rure of'A’r’rqu-'_ = L—*}u.rs S:hoévgggcmlgz ' hﬁ th:m_lnurn.ﬂa.eltnng
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serished although
yerfis*Selieved to be much higher

Temperatures near the coast reached extreme
values some say as high as 950 C (~1740 F)

Winds had average speed of 50-60km /hr
although they reached 90km /hr (~56mph)

Crisis management or lack thereof

Transit population/evacuees, heavy trucks and vehicle traffic from ships arriving to the Port of Rafina (south
of Mati) was directed to already congested areas throughout the development of this event seriously
hindering emergency services and response

Help for evacuees was fairly limited early on, leaving them for many hours in the water which proved to be
fatal for some who had originally survived

Waves from ships made the evacuation difficult for people who found temporary refuge in the water

Maijor lifelines like Marathon avenue was closed instead of used to release traffic away from impacted
areas

Residential streets (inappropriate for use in evacuating heavy traffic), high cliffs and low to no visibility
became a trap for many who perished under extreme temperatures

No order of evacuation was ever given to residents of Mati

Coordination during a disaster is usually done by the Fire Department however it appears that the FD had
their hands full with many tasks assigned to them (e.g. 199 calls reached 200 /min), and no clear
coordination early on
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teams. Assessment'was heavily relied on drones

and the ability to cros

and satellite data while significant data was
collected by news stations and journalists who

: were the first to witness victims of the disaster
es that found refuge in the water. Some of them stayed there for many

esses describe air as very thick and the water burning. The first
evacuees in the water were saved by volunte

F be a likely cause of PTSD and other

o First responders, journalists and residents were
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o Only a limited numbeér of teanis dppointed by
the government were the
damage limiting the a collected

not prepared for this level of disaster which may

psychological problems to people who witnessed
a post disaster environment resembling of a war
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F_j’r: #’red clothing for fire victims, Right: Volunteers (Photos courtesy of Alex-?a Kotoulia, Volunteer Team Protecta.ofdllion)
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esidents: Main goal of this committee is to have a unified
resen'ra'rion tion source about how to claim victim funds and what their rights

houncements.
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Residents have 'rnken initiatives fo » write reports which present facts about this area and help clear myths regarding the reasons of the magnitude of

this disaster...
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flre'tJuly ’rhey have made an effort to show:the a of devas’rqho other aspects of the fire (victims and post disaster life for
recovering re5|den’rs) m_qrdbﬂo’r-nnly to hmp._ﬁenhon to heldlsas’rer but qlsp mc:k ’rhe problems of the fire victims did not end when the fire
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A large group of volunteers (more than 200 volunteer teams, responded to calls for helping the victims) participated in distributing clothing, food,
water and first aid supplies to fire victims. It is suggested that more than 4000 volunteers were involved in these efforts.

What is next?

The authors are in the process of digitizing the buildings from the areas of Marathon and Pikermi-Rafina in order to provide a better dataset
for analysis including building damage distribution.

A questionnaire for fire victims and those near or in the areas affected are in construction in order to utilize valuable data that people have and
could be lost.
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