
"Big Mike"
Jessie Michael Baston

11 o'clock in the morning
Friday, August 25, 2023
Fortsonia Baptist Church

AΎPlaceΎUponΎTheΎGreenΎ

WhenΎlifeΎonΎearthΎisΎover
LifeΎanewΎisΎseen

AˎordingΎsimpleΎpleasures
InΎaΎplaceΎuponΎtheΎgreen

TheΎcourseΎbehindΎisΎinΎtheΎpast
AΎjourneyΎlivedΎbyΎfaith
StepΎbyΎstepΎlife’sΎfairway
BroughtΎmeΎhereΎbyΎgrace

NowΎI’veΎgainedΎnewΎaccess
TheΎcourseΎunfoldingΎview
ToΎmasterΎhillΎandΎvalley

WithΎeachΎstrokeΎstraightΎandΎtrue

ToΎenterΎintoΎpleasures
OfΎtheΎbeautyΎIΎhaveΎseen
SinceΎIΎwasΎgivenΎentrance
ToΎaΎplaceΎuponΎtheΎgreen



OrderΎofΎService

ProcessionalΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎ "AllΎTheΎWayΎMyΎSaviorΎLeadsΎMe"

WelcomeΎ Rev.ΎBobbyΎBaston

Remarks Mr.ΎDavidΎBaston

MusicalΎSelection "BecauseΎHeΎLives"

Remarks Mr.ΎMichaelΎBaston

Message Rev.ΎBobbyΎBaston

MusicalΎSelection "InΎTheΎGarden"

RemarksΎΎΎ Rev.ΎAndrewΎDanals

MusicalΎSelection "StrollΎOverΎHeaven"

ClosingΎPrayer Rev.ΎAndrewΎDanals

RecessionalΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎ "GodΎIsΎGood"

Interment
FortsoniaΎCommunityΎCemetery

Rev.ΎAlΎButler,Ύo˞ciating
Mr.ΎBenΎThompson,ΎbuglerΎ

Pallbearers
GarrettΎBaston,ΎMasonΎBaston,ΎTravisΎJames,ΎNickyΎJames
MarkΎAdams,ΎRickΎAdams,ΎBradyΎStarrett,ΎZackΎCaldwell

Contributions
T.J.Ύ&ΎFriendsΎFoundation

POΎBoxΎ6161
Elberton,ΎGeorgiaΎ30635

Mr.ΎJessieΎMichaelΎ“Mike”ΎBaston,ΎageΎ73,ΎenteredΎintoΎrestΎonΎSunday,ΎAugustΎ
20,Ύ2023,ΎatΎhisΎresidenceΎonΎRiverΎRoadΎinΎtheΎFortsoniaΎCommunityΎofΎElberton.Ύ
MikeΎcourageouslyΎfoughtΎcancerΎforΎfourΎyears,ΎandΎhisΎlastΎdaysΎwereΎspentΎ
surroundedΎbyΎfamilyΎandΎfriendsΎthatΎheΎlovedΎsoΎdearly.

AˎectionatelyΎknownΎasΎ“BigΎMike”,ΎheΎwasΎbornΎinΎAugustaΎonΎJulyΎ27,Ύ1950,Ύ
toΎClaudeΎO’NealΎBastonΎandΎVernaΎGraceΎ“Bunny”ΎJenningsΎBaston.ΎTheΎBastonsΎ
movedΎtoΎElbertonΎwhenΎMikeΎwasΎ6ΎandΎhisΎdadΎacceptedΎemploymentΎwithΎ
McLanahanΎCrushedΎStone.ΎHeΎgrewΎupΎinΎElbertonΎwhereΎheΎgraduatedΎinΎ1968Ύ
fromΎElbertΎCountyΎHighΎSchool,ΎandΎmarriedΎVictoriaΎAnnΎWilsonΎtheΎsameΎyear.Ύ
MikeΎjoinedΎtheΎGeorgiaΎArmyΎNationalΎGuardΎwhereΎheΎservedΎfaithfullyΎforΎsixΎ
years.Ύ

AnyoneΎwhoΎknewΎMikeΎBastonΎknewΎthatΎhisΎpassionΎwasΎgolf.ΎHeΎwasΎ
fortunateΎenoughΎtoΎliveΎhisΎdreamΎbyΎworkingΎasΎaΎgolfΎcourseΎsuperintendentΎatΎ
AugustaΎNationalΎGolfΎClubΎinΎAugusta,ΎGolfΎCourseΎinΎSt.ΎSimons,ΎandΎ
ColdstreamΎCountryΎClubΎinΎIrmo,ΎSC.Ύ

InΎ1981,ΎMikeΎandΎVickie,ΎwithΎsonsΎMichaelΎandΎBobbyΎinΎtow,ΎmovedΎbackΎtoΎ
ElbertonΎtoΎbeΎcloserΎtoΎtheirΎfamily.ΎSonΎDavidΎcompletedΎtheΎfamilyΎinΎ1983.ΎHeΎ
beganΎworkingΎinΎtheΎgraniteΎindustryΎandΎdidΎsoΎforΎtheΎremainderΎofΎhisΎcareer,Ύ
hisΎlastΎplaceΎofΎemploymentΎbeingΎalongΎsideΎhisΎsonΎatΎBastonΎMonuments,ΎInc.Ύ
MikeΎstillΎpracticedΎhisΎpassionΎofΎgolf,ΎandΎdevotedΎmuchΎofΎhisΎtimeΎvolunteeringΎ
withΎtheΎElbertΎCountyΎHighΎSchoolΎGolfΎTeam.ΎThisΎaˎordedΎhimΎtheΎ
opportunityΎtoΎshareΎhisΎloveΎofΎtheΎsport,ΎasΎwellΎasΎtheΎloveΎofΎJesus,ΎwithΎmanyΎ
youngΎfolks.Ύ

AsΎlongΎasΎhisΎhealthΎpermitted,ΎMikeΎwasΎanΎactiveΎmemberΎofΎFortsoniaΎ
BaptistΎChurch.ΎHeΎwasΎaΎmemberΎofΎtheΎchurchΎchoirΎandΎoftenΎsangΎsolos,ΎwasΎ
theΎteacherΎofΎtheΎMikeΎBastonΎAdultΎIIΎSundayΎschoolΎclass,ΎandΎpreviouslyΎ
servedΎasΎaΎdeacon.Ύ

MikeΎlovedΎworkingΎandΎhisΎsonsΎandΎgrandchildrenΎbroughtΎhimΎimmenseΎ
joy.ΎHeΎrelishedΎtheΎmanyΎfriendsΎheΎmadeΎthroughoutΎtheΎyears,ΎandΎmadeΎitΎaΎ
pointΎtoΎstayΎinΎcontactΎwithΎthemΎ- evenΎthoseΎacrossΎtheΎworld,Ύliterally.ΎMikeΎ
taughtΎusΎallΎhowΎtoΎloveΎlifeΎandΎliveΎitΎtoΎtheΎfullestΎbecauseΎheΎcertainlyΎdid.Ύ

HeΎisΎsurvivedΎbyΎVickie,ΎhisΎwifeΎofΎ55Ύyears;ΎsonsΎandΎtheirΎwives:ΎMichaelΎ
O’NealΎBastonΎandΎSarahΎHouseΎBaston,ΎBobbyΎLeeΎBastonΎandΎBritleyΎMercerΎ
Baston,ΎandΎDavidΎPaulΎBastonΎandΎJodieΎWilhiteΎBaston,ΎallΎofΎElberton;Ύ
grandchildren:ΎMalloryΎLayneΎBastonΎandΎMattΎPulliamΎofΎLawrenceville,ΎSydneyΎ
LeeΎBastonΎofΎElberton,ΎMasonΎO’NealΎBastonΎandΎKierstenΎWorleyΎBastonΎofΎ
Hartwell,ΎGarrettΎChaseΎBastonΎandΎCynthiaΎCollins,ΎEmmieΎMarieΎBaston,Ύ
KendallΎVictoriaΎBaston,ΎWillowΎJaneΎBaston,ΎTuckerΎPaulΎBaston,ΎCodyΎAllenΎ
James,ΎandΎCassidyΎAmeliaΎJames,ΎallΎofΎElberton;Ύgreat-grandchild,ΎHadleeΎReeseΎ
Baston;Ύmother-in-law,ΎBobbieΎSueΎKiddΎandΎRoyΎofΎElberton;Ύsister-in-law,ΎCindyΎ
WilsonΎAdamsΎandΎRustyΎofΎElberton;ΎveryΎspecialΎfriend,ΎBradyΎStarrett;ΎandΎaΎ
hostΎofΎotherΎrelativesΎandΎfriends.Ύ

InΎadditionΎtoΎhisΎparents,ΎheΎisΎprecededΎinΎdeathΎbyΎsister,ΎDianeΎBastonΎAbernathyΎ
andΎherΎhusbandΎTerry.


