
Remembering the Life.... 
 
JoAnne was born March 9,1931, to Aubrey Glen and Ruby Elizabeth (Gunsolley) 
Milburn in Fort Scott, Kansas.  She was Baptized at Cherry Grove Baptist Church, 
Garland, Kansas, and married in the same church to Donald Dean Shoemaker on March 
28, 1948, by Rev. R.B. Shoemaker.  They celebrated over 74 years of marriage. 
 
JoAnne’s lifelong career goal was to be a teacher.  She graduated with a BA & MS from 
Pittsburg State University, Kansas.  She continued with Graduate work at Central 
Baptist Seminary in Kansas City, Kansas, the University of Nebraska, the University of 
North Dakota, and North Dakota State University. 
 
Mrs. Shoemaker started her career life working for the family country store.  After 
graduation from high school, she assisted an insurance adjuster in Kansas City, MO, 
was secretary for a Wallace County, Kansas judge, and assistant to a chemistry 
professor at Pittsburg State University, Kansas.  After graduating from college, JoAnne 
taught in public schools as a media specialist in Lamar, Missouri.  The family moved to 
Fairbury, Nebraska, where she taught 5th grade and went on to set up a multi-media 
program within the school.  She simultaneously taught classes at South East Community 
College.  After moving to Bismarck, North Dakota, she taught 5th grade in public 
schools and became Assistant Principle.  She assisted her husband, Rev. Don 
Shoemaker, with serving in church ministry in many ways, including secretary, Sunday 
school teacher, co-writer of several books and more.  In retirement, they traveled to over 
13 countries and volunteered in missions.  Her multi-media skills were used in 
Johannesburg, South Africa; Bacone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma, Central Baptist 
Seminary in Kansas City, Kansas; and assisted with setting up a seminary library in 
Prague, Czech Republic. 
 
JoAnne and Don made Fergus Falls their permanent home in 1994 and were members 
of Crossroads Church. JoAnne was also a member of NEA: North Dakota Retired 
Teachers Association. 
 
She enjoyed sewing, decorative painting, crocheting, tatting, making greeting cards, 
reading, and playing games and puzzles in her spare time. 
 
On Saturday, November 26, 2022, Joanne passed away at Lake Region Hospital, Fergus 
Falls, Minnesota, at the age of ninety-one years. 
 
She was preceded in death by daughter Teresa Shoemaker, grandson Bradley Schmidt, 
brothers Donald Milburn, Dale Milburn, Kenneth Milburn, and sister Lucille Arnold. 
 
JoAnne is survived by her spouse, Don Shoemaker; children Loraine (Daniel) Schmidt, 
Rapid City, South Dakota; Gina (Bob) Slechta, Crestview, Florida; Thane (Ruth) 
Shoemaker Natchitoches, Louisiana; John (Judith) Shoemaker, Bismarck, North 
Dakota; Royce (Jennifer) Shoemaker, Fergus Falls, Minnesota, 18 grandchildren, and 
27 great-grandchildren. 
 
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Crossroads Church, 629 E Channing, 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537. 
 

    Blessed be the Memory of JoAnne Shoemaker 

In Loving Memory of 

Joann 



God’s Promises 

God gives grace for each trial, 

And courage for each sorrow, 

And faith to face in confidence 

A blessed, bright tomorrow. 

In Loving Memory Of 

JoAnne Shoemaker 
March 9, 1931 ~ November 26, 2022 

 
Memorial Service 

Friday, December 9, 2022 at 11:00 AM 
Glende-Nilson Funeral Chapel 

Fergus Falls, Minnesota 
 

Officiating 
Reverend Ned Erdman 

 
Music 

Loraine Schmidt, organist 
 

Congregational Hymns 
“Trust and Obey” Vs 1,2,4,5 

“Just As I Am” Vs 1,2,5 
“It Is Well With My Soul” Vs 1,3,4 

 
Urnbearer 

Shannon Wallace 
 

Interment 
Oak Grove Cemetery 

Fergus Falls, Minnesota 
 

Appreciation 
JoAnne’s family is grateful for your attendance at this service.  

Your many expressions of kindness and love are deeply 
appreciated.  Please join family and friends for lunch and 

fellowship following the service. 
 

Arrangements by 
Glende-Nilson Funeral Home ~ Fergus Falls 

www.GlendeNilson.com 


