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INTRODUCTION

John is a seasoned leader in global energy and infrastructure, with cross-industry experience including general management, banking, business development and supply-trading. He returned to UK in 2019 after 20 years in Hong Kong and Singapore and currently provides energy advisory services for SMEs. John is seeking roles in which he can help develop better strategies, standards and solutions in the current energy transition, particularly in hydrogen; these may include implementation of new technologies, creating connectivity with international partners or governance/risk management in the private or public sector.
KEY CAREER ROLES
· Currently, adviser for UK Government (BEIS NZIP), as Acceleration Manager for cleantech start-ups (e.g. in hydrogen, floating wind, carbon capture and utilisation) through Carbon Trust, and as a member of Green Angel Syndicate.

· Adviser to JERA (Japan’s largest power company) and Non-Executive Director of JERA’s trading arm, guiding the development of and governance for the world’s largest LNG buyer (2017-2019)

· Head of Business Development for BP midstream, driving the growth of BP's oil supply and trading business in Asia, Middle East and East Africa (2010-2014)

· Deputy CEO and effective CFO of Fortune Oil PLC, a London main board listed developer of oil & gas infrastructure in China (2004-2010)

· Asia Head of Project Finance at Morgan Grenfell/Deutsche Bank, advising on and arranging finance for the world's largest infrastructure deals (1993-2003)

· As a Chartered Chemical Engineer at KBC, providing engineering and optimisation services in the global oil refining industry (1984-1991)

BOARD SERVICE TO DATE

· Non-Executive Director of JERA Global Markets, Singapore (2017-2019)
(US$3bn total assets; 150 staff; US$100m/month trading profit; the only non-Japanese representative for JERA in this JV with EDF but quasi-independent)
· Executive Director and Deputy CEO of Fortune Oil PLC, London/Hong Kong (2004-2010)
(£400m/a revenues; 2,200 staff; roles included being the interface for investors, London Stock Exchange and compliance)

· Executive and Non-Executive Director of various JVs in China for Fortune Oil and in South East Asia for Deutsche Bank (2000-2010)
EXPERTISE
Energy and Infrastructure / Energy Transition
· Development, financing and management of businesses across the energy spectrum, including oil, gas/LNG, petrochemicals, thermal power, renewable power and hydrogen
· Familiarity with the technical and operational aspects of energy and chemical processes (FIChemE)
.

· Energy business operations across the globe, including Europe, USA, Middle East, Africa and Asia
Finding Solutions for International Challenges
· Developing strategies for projects and cleantech start-ups
· Building cross-border teams and bridging cultural, national and language barriers in organisations

· Fund raising (debt and equity) for both emerging energy companies and large-scale project finance

· Connectivity between UK and Asia
Corporate Governance

· Supervision and standards-setting for developing energy companies

· Compliance procedures for risk management in commodity trading and project development

JOHN PEXTON – DETAILED CV
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Adviser on Energy Transition
2014 - Present
In UK currently advising cleantech company CEOs, particularly for Eigen Ventures/Carbon Trust as Acceleration Manager for SMEs on behalf of the UK Government NZIP programme. Providing commercial expertise for development of energy transition technologies, particularly in the hydrogen space. Also an investing member of Green Angel Syndicate. Previously in Singapore: fund-raising for renewables start-ups; advising on LNG projects and trading governance; and running training courses for Exxon Mobil staff throughout Asia. 
JERA, Singapore
2017 – 2019 (returned to UK)
Corporate Adviser, Non-Executive Director of JERA Global Markets Pte Ltd
Responsibilities: Adviser to JERA on its supply & trading operations, governance and international power project development. JERA is the world's largest buyer of LNG and a leading investor-operator for thermal and renewable power in Asia, principally in Japan. Also, the only quasi-Independent Non-Executive Board Director in JERA’s start-up trading subsidiary (JERA GM, a JV with EDF in Singapore), hands-on since formation to ensure proper governance, risk management and steering the company in commodity trading.

GDL, China/India/UK
2015 - 2016
Business Development Head and CFO

Responsibilities: Business development and corporate functions for an AIM-listed company, providing onshore well services for coal bed methane in India and China.
BP SINGAPORE PTE LTD, Asia/Middle East/Africa
2010 - 2014
Integrated Supply and Trading (IST)

Head of Marketing and Origination, Eastern Hemisphere

Responsibilities:  Headed midstream Business Development for BP, the world’s leading marketer of hydrocarbons. Accountable for the creation, execution and assurance of Supply and Trading growth in Asia-Pacific, Middle East and East Africa, managing 35 staff in 9 locations comprising originators, physical marketers, project developers and energy derivatives/risk marketers. Also responsible for the integrity of BP terminal assets in Asia/Middle East. Member of IST Eastern Hemisphere Executive Committee and various governance committees, reported to regional CEO.

Achievements:

· Developed projects and flow deals valued at over $800m (as both Project NPV and in-year Gross Margin). Defined strategy and target trading clients, facilitated key relationships and deal closing, secured resources.

· Restructured the business to expand customer footprint with enhanced governance systems and created a unique projects development team to grow IST’s supply & trading positions. 
FORTUNE OIL PLC, Hong Kong/China/UK
2004 - 2010

Deputy Chief Executive Officer and Board Director

Fortune Oil (a Vitol affiliate) was a London main-board listed infrastructure company, headquartered in Hong Kong. Principal businesses were oil terminals & supply (crude oil SPM, gasoil/gasoline and LPG terminals, aviation refuelling at 15 airports) plus integrated natural gas (coal bed methane, pipelines, CNG, small-scale LNG, city gas) with 2,200 employees, all were Chinese except for me.
Responsibilities:  Spearheading Fortune Oil growth, particularly in the China natural gas business (responsible for 1,500 staff) plus all corporate and financing activities outside mainland China (such as London Stock Exchange Main Board reporting). Conceived strategy and negotiated commercial documents for key deals, both physical and financial contracts. Implemented innovative technical solutions and safety procedures as the only trained engineer in the Group management. Overcame cultural challenges to become one of the longest serving non-Chinese leaders in a listed Chinese company, and one of only a few foreigners developing gas projects and managing oil terminals in China. Implemented one of the first integrated gas networks in China, including small scale LNG.
Achievements:

· Transformed the Company’s funding base and governance standards such as shareholder reporting, ensuring compliance with the Code and IFRS, plus instituting HSE systems, so enabling the Company to grow. Arranged the first corporate term loans and private placements to Hong Kong and UK institutions; prepared IM and conducted negotiations for a strategic investment in the Fortune Gas business, with Wilmar investing in 2008. Gas sales of 600m m³/a in 2010 through 15 JVs.
· Pioneered integrated gas and CBM: Acquired PSC rights in the Liulin coal bed methane block, hired an upstream Chinese team, drilled pilot wells, and negotiated farm-in by Arrow Energy; the block is now in production, substituting coal and coal-gas, so significantly enhancing the health of the local population. Developed an integrated gas model in China through build-out of mid-stream.
· Fortune Oil net profit rose four-fold, the share price more than doubled. 
DEUTSCHE BANK, Hong Kong
2000 - 2003
Head of Asia Project Finance, Director Energy Corporate Finance
Responsibilities: Project Finance and Energy Corporate Finance Advisory in Asia. Established teams in Hong Kong, Singapore and Tokyo. Reported to Asia Head of Investment Banking.

Achievements:

· Positioned Deutsche Bank as a lead adviser on energy projects in Asia, particularly China. Advised PetroChina on the development of the first West-East Gas Pipeline. Advised ExxonMobil/Saudi Aramco/Sinopec on the US$3.5bn Fujian refinery-petrochemicals project.
· Supervised work-outs in Deutsche Bank’s US$400m Asia project portfolio, particularly Indonesia power, including equity interest in an Indonesia geothermal plant. Advised on Asia infrastructure development and PPP initiatives e.g. established a World Bank/Export Credit led structure for the US$900m LRT1 rail extension in Manila.

MORGAN GRENFELL/DEUTSCHE BANK, London, Middle East and Africa
1993 - 2000
Vice President, Project Finance and Energy Corporate Finance

Working with bilateral and multilateral funding sources (e.g. IFC, World Bank, ECAs) to develop energy and infrastructure projects.
Example Deals:

· Structured multi-sourced finance for gas transmission and gas-fed projects e.g. Qatar (QAFCO), Bangladesh (KAFCO), South Africa-Mozambique (Pande gas pipeline), Middle East LNG projects.
· Lead Underwriter for gas-fed petrochemical projects such as US$1bn Q-Chem ethylene/PE project.
· Advised on energy privatisations e.g. the Government of Morocco on privatising its oil refineries and syndicated a structured loan for the acquirer.

KBC ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES / PROCESS CONSULTANTS
1984 - 1991

New Orleans, USA (1990 – 1991) and Weybridge, UK (1984-1989)

Responsible for chemical engineering consultancy and design projects; marketed and implemented planning software systems for optimisation of oil refineries worldwide.
QUALIFICATIONS & MEMBERSHIPS
· Jesus College, Cambridge University, UK - BA in Natural Sciences, MA in Chemical Engineering.
· London Business School, UK - MBA with Distinction (Top 5%), exchange term at Chicago Booth.
· Fellow, Institution of Chemical Engineers - CEng FIChemE.
· Co-Founder of Singapore Branch for UK Energy Institute.
ADDITIONAL DETAILS

· British Citizen, Hong Kong Permanent ID.
· Married to a Japanese citize; sons at Brighton College and Yale.
· Conversational Mandarin: use of translation software with personalised databases enabled personal translation of all Chinese electronic business documents while at Fortune Oil and GDL.
· Speak French, conversational Spanish & German and basic Italian & Arabic.
· Voluntary Service activities have included IVS in Sri Lanka (including biogas work), educational activities (UK/Asia), mental health support, membership applications for IChemE, NHS volunteer.
· Interests include music (play 3 instruments, trios with my sons), innovative learning technologies.
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