
The Dash
I read of a man who stood to speak at a funeral of a friend.  He 

referred to the dates on the tombstone from the beginning…to the 
end.

He noted that rst came the date of birth and spoke of the following 
date with tears, but said what ma ered most of all was the dash 

between those years.

For that dash represents all the me they spent alive on earth and 
now only those who loved them know what that li le line is worth.

For it ma ers not, how much we own, the cars…the house…the cash.  
What ma ers is how we lived and loved and how we spend our dash.

So, think about this long and hard; are there things you’d like to 
change?  For you never know how much me is le  that s ll can be 

rearranged.

To be less quick to anger and show apprecia on more and love the 
people in our lives like we’ve never loved before.

If we treat each other with respect and more o en wear a smile…
remembering that this special dash might only last a li le while.

So, when your eulogy is being read, with your life’s ac ons to rehash, 
would you be proud of the things they say about how you lived your 

dash?

by Linda Ellis

Marilyn Van Essen
October 26, 1957 - March 9, 2024



Marilyn Van Essen

Memorial Service
Saturday, March 16, 2024

11:00 AM
Faith Community Church

Pipestone, Minnesota

Officiating
Rev. Jennings Wallace

Scripture Readings
Psalm 46
Psalm 103

John 11:17-26
II Corinthians 5:1-5

Duet - Josh & Jenn Sheldon
"Dancing In The Sky"

Congregational Songs
"Amazing Grace"

"How Great Thou Art"

Inurnment
Hillside Cemetery

Edgerton, Minnesota

Arrangements Entrusted To
Hartquist Funeral Home

Marilyn Rae Van Essen was born on October 26, 1957 to 
Wallace and Marilyn (Walz) Stueland in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota.  When she was two, she moved with her family to 
Menno, South Dakota for a couple years before moving to Ohio 
and in 1963, moved to Coon Rapids, Minnesota where she 
a ended school.  In 1973, she started working for Shopper City 
un l her gradua on from Coon Rapids Senior High School in 
1975.  A er her gradua on, she moved to Winona, Minnesota 
for two years and then moved to Freeman, South Dakota 
where she was employed at the Freeman Nursing Home. In 
1979, she started working for Wollman’s Grocery and then ten 
years later Freeman Academy.  On October 23, 1993, she was 
united in marriage to Glenn Van Essen at First Reformed Church 
in Edgerton, Minnesota.  Following their marriage, they lived in 
Edgerton.  She worked at Wilson’s Clothing Store in Pipestone, 
Minnesota for four years and then worked at Geyerman’s for 

ve years.  In 2000, they moved to Pipestone and in 2003, she 
became employed at Loopy’s un l opening the Second Edi on 
which she owned for 21 years. A er a long ba le with cancer, 
she passed away peacefully at her home on Saturday, March 9, 
2024 at the age of 66 years.   

Marilyn was a member of Faith Community Church in 
Pipestone.  She liked music, researching and learning new 
things, and expanding her knowledge.  She enjoyed reading, 
dancing, thri ing, decora ng and going for walks.  She also 
enjoyed camping, boa ng, and kayaking.  She loved a ending 
kids/grandkids events.  She was always willing to listen and give 
advice and liked having a clean house. She loved spending me 
with her family and gave the best hugs.  

She is lovingly remembered by her husband, Glenn Van Essen 
of Pipestone, Minnesota; two daughters, Rebecca Wollman of 
Pipestone and Victoria (Preston) Van Essen of St. Augusta, 
Minnesota; three grandchildren, Marina, Sam and Isabella 
Wollman; and one great-grandson, Colton Wollman.  She was 
preceded in death by one son, Max and her parents, Wallace 
and Marilyn Stueland.


