
   

 

PSALM (Program for Strengthening of Lay Ministers) 
�)�R�U���D�V���L�Q���R�Q�H���E�R�G�\���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���P�D�Q�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���Q�R�W���D�O�O���W�K�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�����V�R���Z�H����
�Z�K�R���D�U�H���P�D�Q�\�����D�U�H���R�Q�H���E�R�G�\���L�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W�����D�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�O�\���Z�H���D�U�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�Q�H���R�I���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���J�L�I�W�V��
�W�K�D�W���G�L�I�I�H�U���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���J�U�D�F�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���X�V�����S�U�R�S�K�H�F�\�����L�Q���S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���W�R���I�D�L�W�K�����P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�����L�Q���P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J����
�W�K�H���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�����L�Q���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���H�[�K�R�U�W�H�U�����L�Q���H�[�K�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���J�L�Y�H�U�����L�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�R�V�L�W�\�����W�K�H���O�H�D�G�H�U���L�Q���G�L�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H����
�W�K�H���F�R�P�S�D�V�V�L�R�Q�D�W�H�����L�Q���F�K�H�H�U�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V�����5�R�P�D�Q�V����������-�� 
 
The PSALM mission is to equip participants for lay ministry in service to congregations of the  
Southwestern Washington Synod of the ELCA in varying leadership roles, and as needed, to serve a 
leadership role in specific situations and times of needs as directed by the Synod Bishop. This program 
is designed to prepare gifted lay people for mission primarily in the places where they live, work and 
worship.   
 
This unique study program seeks to equip lay people for ministry in their local setting. The goal is to 
provide a solid background in Biblical Studies, Lutheran Confessions, Church History, and Practical 
Theology. Courses for the program will be found online, at Retreats, and at area gatherings. Successful 
candidates will then apply what they have learned to the context of their own particular ministry. 
 
5 members of AGLC have been accepted into this new and unique opportunity to be more active in 
congregational ministry; Mike Hildreth, Joelle Buckman, Hank Bilderback, Joe Fernandez and Diane 
Hanson.  During the next 2 years of studying and growing in our individual faith journeys, we will  
become better equipped to serve in various and individual ways within our congregation.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE SPIRIT  —  OCTOBER 2018 
 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church of  Grays Harbor 
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Fear not 
I’m leaving for my first trip to Holden Village, a retreat center near Chelan, Wash. I’ve 
heard about this Lutheran Shangri-La for years. I have sung and played the Holden 
Evening Prayer in many settings. I’m excited. The theme verse for the week I’ll be in 
residence is “Fear not,” which is part of a longer passage found in the book of Isaiah. 

 
For me, Isaiah 43:1-7 is one of the most hopeful and lovely passages in all of Scripture. This word of 
promise and grace comes to the people of God who are in exile in Babylon. It is difficult for many of  
us to imagine the intensity of these words and of the promise they contain. God’s declaration that “you 
are mine … you are precious … and I love you” is almost too good to be true. Hearing and trusting this 
promise, the people were undoubtedly, as Zechariah says, “prisoners of hope.” 
 
“Fear not.” “Do not fear.” “Do not be afraid.” “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” “You 
are to fear and love the Lord so that ….” What about all this fear? I think the notion of fearing a loving 
God is confusing. How can fear, which feels oppressive, be part of God’s life-giving relationship with 
us? Are we to fear, or fear not? And yet, there it is. In Scripture and in the catechism, we are told to 
“fear and love God.” We are also told “fear not.” I think both are possible. 
 
There is a lot of fear going around in our world, our country and our church. The evidence is all  
around: heavily armed police and military personnel at airports; the strident fearmongering that blares  
at us from media outlets of the left and the right; the possibility of nuclear war; even manufactured 
threats about personal hygiene (do we have the whitest, brightest teeth?). 
 
This kind of fear makes the world seem chaotic and overwhelming. It drives us into smaller and smaller 
relationships. It’s limiting and inhibiting. This kind of fear plays to our sinful nature, particularly sin as 
defined by Martin Luther: “the soul curved in upon itself.” This kind of fear puts us in the center of a 
limited universe that is restricting and life-destroying. That is why this kind of fear is an effective 
means of control. 
 
The fear of God that is found in Scripture and the catechism is the opposite. The fear of God is actually 
part of an expansive and expanding existence. Instead of our crowded little worlds with us at the center, 
we are able to experience the depth and breadth of God’s love. This kind of fear is about awe that 
makes us tremble in the presence of God’s power expressed in love. The absence of fear and awe makes 
God, the cosmos and the world small, impoverished and parochial. 
 
Here is how I think it is possible for us to fear �D�Q�G fear not. If we fear and love God, if we assume an 
attitude of awe, we are set free. Rather than being limiting, this kind of fear is liberating. We are  
liberated from futile attempts to save ourselves. We are liberated from exhausting attempts to justify 
ourselves. This kind of fear is the best response to the constricting and life-destroying fear that the 
world peddles. It is not denying that the world can be a frightening and dangerous place. Rather, the 
fear and awe of God make it possible to face real threats with the confidence that this is God’s world—
God’s  redeemed world. 
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Listen to God’s promise: “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall 
not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior” (Isaiah 43:2-3). 

 
In  Christ, 

Bishop Eaton 

 

WE ARE ENTRUSTED WITH THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING:  Conchita Murray, Linda Ebel, 
Rich Pacana, Phil Leithner, Tom Plumlee, Vince Huddard, Mary Ann 
Majar, Sam Spryznatyck, Sarah Robbins, Larry Murray, Nick and Judy 
Claussen, Nancy Neisinger, Penny Holbrook, Sammy, Terry Warwick, 
Melvin Thompson, Susie Kellendar, Matthew Green, Penny Rae John-
son, Betty Schlaht, Maxine Cogburn, Danicka, Jeff Lacey, David 
Shaw, Jeff Miller, Amy, Mary Alice Walton, Don Rabung, Whitney  
Morean, Kaitlyn Brown,  Sherry McAllister, Laura & Jacob and Jean 

and David Hansen. 

 

      FOR AMAZING GRACE: that all we do in fellowship and  
      service would be done humbly following the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  
 

FOR THE WORLD: for those in active military   
service and those who have served in the past: especially Caleb 
Berken and Steven Kincaid 

 

FOR THOSE WHO LIVE ON THE MARGINS IN OUR OWN COMMUNITY: 
Those who live outside, in cars, or in unstable housing; those who live with food insecurity; 
those who are unemployed or under-employed. 
 
FOR THOSE WHO WORK FOR THE CARE OF THE VULNERABLE IN OUR 
COMMUNITY: Organizers of Family Promise, workers at the Salvation  Army and  
Union Gospel Mission and those reorganizing the Aberdeen Food Bank. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR SIGNS OF HOPE IN OUR WORLD:  
�/�R�U�G���R�I���D�O�O���K�R�S�H�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V�����D�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���V�X�I�I�H�U���I�U�R�P���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���K�X�P�D�Q���F�D�X�V�H�G���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G�����Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���Z�H��

�W�U�X�V�W���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���D�U�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�����H�Y�H�U�\���G�D�\���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�L�V���Z�R�U�O�G���E�H�W�W�H�U����
�/�R�U�G�����V�X�V�W�D�L�Q���X�V���L�Q���R�X�U���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���E�H���\�R�X�U���K�D�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���I�H�H�W�����7�H�D�F�K���X�V���K�X�P�L�O�L�W�\���V�R���W�K�D�W���Z�H���V�H�H���H�D�F�K�� 
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i Thank you Amy Ostwald & Mark Smalley for helping Vicky with the Grace Notes for the 
month of September. 

i Thank you Greg Johnstone for helping Vicky assemble Newsletters for the month of October. 

i Thank you Mark Smalley for providing cover article for September & thank you Joelle Buck-
man for providing cover article for month of October. 

i Thank you Hank Bilderback, Hiedi Seelke, Carmon Shaw, Caroline Leithner, Michael Hildreth 
and the Faith Connex team for leading Sunday morning worship. 

i Thank you Joelle Buckman and Brenda Grant for doing prayers. 

i Thank you Amy Ostwald & Judi Hubbard for helping Vicky proofread the bulletins for the 
month of September. 

i Thank you Naomi Kraiger for helping Vicky assemble bulletins & for helping assemble & 
mailing voting letters & for assembling mid-year giving statements. 

i Sunday School Kick-Off Potluck went well. Thanks to all who helped with set-up and clean-
up: Suzan and Phil Stegemoeller, Joelle Buckman, Jim & Michelle Weiberg, Mark Ostwald & 
Judi Hubbard. 

i Thank you to all who helped Trace Erwin with his Eagle Scout project (for providing snacks, 
tools and your time) on September 15th and the 22nd. 

i Thank you Liz Ellis for proofreading the October newsletter. 

i Thank you to those who helped with the Diaper Drive. 

 �S�H�U�V�R�Q���D�V���\�R�X�U���E�H�O�R�Y�H�G���F�K�L�O�G�����2�S�H�Q���R�X�U���K�H�D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���P�L�Q�G�V�����D�Q�G���I�L�O�O���R�X�U���O�L�Y�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���I�U�X�L�W���R�I���W�K�H�� 
 �+�R�O�\���6�S�L�U�L�W�����+�H�O�S���X�V���O�R�Y�H���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���W�K�H���Z�D�\���<�R�X���O�R�Y�H�����X�V���� 

���*od of love, hear our prayer. Amen. 
�I�U�R�P���:�R�U�O�G�L�Q�S�U�D�\�H�U���R�U�J�������� 

 �:�H���S�H�U�L�R�G�L�F�D�O�O�\���X�S�G�D�W�H���W�K�H���S�U�D�\�H�U���O�L�V�W�����V�L�Q�F�H���Z�H���R�I�W�H�Q���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�H�D�U���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H�����Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�H�¶�U�H���S�U�D�\�L�Q�J���I�R�U�����3�O�H�D�V�H�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W��
�W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H��������-������-�����������W�R���X�S�G�D�W�H���D�Q�\�����S�U�D�\�H�U���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�V���\�R�X���P�D�\���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���R�U���G�H�O�H�W�H�G�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X�� 

 

Contact Brenda Grant for any prayer needs at: brenda_k_grant@hotmail.com   
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GROWING AT AMAZING GRACE 

LISTENING SEASON 
     The LISTENING SEASON is a time to build relationships with each other, God and our 
Amazing Grace community.  You will be contacted sometime this fall by a LISTENER and 
given an opportunity to share how you came to be a member of AGLC, parts of your faith  

journey, and your vision for the future of our congregation.  A question to ponder; what Bible 
verse or story exemplifies your current picture and or experience of our church? 

     Perk up your ears and listen…one of the following LISTENERS wants to listen to you.  
Suzan Stegemoeller – coordinator, Liz Ellis, Diane Hanson, Dee Erickson, Joelle Buckman, 

Carmon Shaw, Amy Ostwald, Carrie Erwin. 
 
 

PILGRIMAGE 
Pastor Val will be co-leading a Women Only pilgrimage to the Holy Land next May 2019. 

Other leaders are Rev. Heather Doss, founder of Progressive Pilgrimage and Rev.  
Katherine Willis Pershey. This will be a time of great learning and fun. Please consider 
signing up soon as the group is limited to 24 women and is open to people worldwide.  

 
For more information and to register, visit: https://progressivepilgrimage.com/yogaretreat2019/ 

During this nine-day pilgrimage for women only, you will experience the highlights of the Holy 
Land including the Temple Mount, Sea of Galilee, River Jordan, and more. Daily yoga and cen-
tering prayer meditation create space for pilgrims to reflect deeply on their experiences. Watch 
the Scriptures come to life as you walk in the wilderness and pray in Gethsemane. Experience 

modern religious and cultural traditions as we celebrate Shabbat with Jewish Israelies and learn 
to cook with Palestinian women. All-abilities yoga will be led by Rev. Katherine Willis Pershey,  
Associate Minister at First Congregational Church in Western Springs, IL. Katherine is current-

ly completing her 200-hour yoga certification and teaches a yoga class in her congregation. 
Centering prayer  meditation will be led by Rev. Valyn Metropoulos of Amazing Grace Luther-
an Church in Aberdeen, WA. Valyn has been practicing and leading centering prayer for many 

years and is currently completing a certificate in spiritual direction. 
 

FAMILY PROMISE NEWS 
 

HELP FAMILY PROMISE WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON! 
If you shop on Amazon, a half a percent of your purchase can be applied to Family Promise of 

Grays Harbor.  Here’s how you do that: 
Log into your Amazon account.  Then type in smile.amazon.com in the top white http address 

bar. Hit enter and it takes you to the charity page. 
Where it says select a charity on the right, go to the bottom option of pick “your own” and type 
in Family Promise of Grays Harbor.  Select Search.  The next page will appear and you press 

“select”. Then hit “yes” you agree to start your shopping with smile.amazon to get the benefit.    
You’re done….�6�W�D�U�W���6�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J�� 
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The following is a list of things Family Promise needs in order to open. Please  
donate only gently used or new items. They may need to be replaced later, but they’ll help us start 

up.  If you have any questions please contact Linda Anderson <liloander@comcast.net>  
 

OPENING NEEDS LIST    

 
 
 

 

OFFICE 
File cabinets that will lock 
Desks, Desk chairs 
Chairs, (Misc) 
Computers 
Printers 
Copier 
Book shelves 
Dry Erase Boards 
Bulletin Boards 
Wastebaskets 
First Aid Kit 
Desk Lamps, Standing Lamps 
Staplers 
Printing Paper (Cases) 
Paper Clips (boxes) 
Note Pads (5x8) 
Note Pads (8x11) 
Tape and Dispenser 
Binder Clips (200 pack) 
Clip Boards 
Push Pins (box) 
Pens (8 or 12 Packs) 
 

FAMILY USE 
Couches   
End Tables   
Coffee Table   
Tables for Work area (folding) 
Book Shelves  
Toys (pre school) 
Portable cribs 
Changing Station 
High chairs  
Booster chairs 
TV(for DVDs) 
DVD/Bluray player 
Family friendly movies 
Kid DVDs 
Children’s Books 
Waste baskets 
Plastic tubs (for family items) 
Laundry Bags 
Drying Rack 
Childproofing materials 
Pantry/Cupboard (for food items) 
Car seats (no expired or accident history) 
Microwave 
Coffee Pot 

RECURRING NEEDS 
Paper towels   
Toilet Paper   
Diapers   
Feminine Hygiene 
Trash Bags 
Laundry Detergent pods 
Bleach 
Disposable Handler Gloves 
All Purpose Cleaner 
Hand Soap Dispenser 
Liquid Hand Soap 
Dish Detergent 
Bathroom Cleaner 
Bandages 
Shampoo 
Conditioner 

Lotion 
Lysol (type) Wipes 
Hand Sanitizer (pump bottles) 
Razors 
 
CLEANING SUPPLIES 
Vacuum 
Mop & bucket 
Rags 
Broom & Dust Pan 
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OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Samantha Laird 

 3 William Penttila 

 3 Eileen Schermer 

 4 Keith Lile 

 9 Doug Schermer 

 12 Michelle Weiberg 

 15 Dee Erickson 

 20 Philip Stegemoeller 

 24 Vicky Roberts 

 26 John Tieder 

 30 Arlene Torgerson 

 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 10 Walt & Linda Ebel 

 21 Bret & Theresa  

  Kaufman 
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SERVING AT AMAZING GRACE 

UNION GOSPEL MISSION October 2 

Mary Ellen, Leader Elaine Lokken Maridell Hill Marge Kelling
 Donna Morissette  Jean Hodge   
 
The director of UGM says that we can expect to serve about 50 people.  They 
need  food delivered before 5PM so that they know what is coming.  Thank you!!! 
 

HELPING GRAYS HARBOR’S AT-RISK YOUTH 
The 1st Sunday of each month we highlight the needs of the at-risk youth in our community. Our  

Caring Cupboard is a one-stop donation site for the Gravity Center and other entities that 
serve Grays Harbor Youth.  
 G.R.A.V.I.T.Y. Program  
Typical Gravity Center kids are experiencing poverty and neglect. The kids are always  
hungry and can  always use:  Cup of Noodles, Instant cocoa packets, bread, peanut butter 
and jelly, canned tuna, cookies and fruit. In addition the teen parents need:  Diapers Size 1 

or larger, baby wipes, soaps or lotions, clothes, bottles, Children’s  Tylenol, diaper rash creams.  These 
items may be left in the basket in the Parish Hall for pick up and delivery by Vicki Mitchell. 
 

4-F DINNER 
Thank you to all that attended our 4-F kick off kabob dinner. 57 folks enjoyed delicious kabobs and all the 
fixins prepared  by Mike and Karen Barkstrom. We even had some repeat non members that enjoy coming 
for the food and great fellowship.  Kristine, Jill and Judi made a delicious fresh apple cake with caramel 

topping and topped with whipped cream of course! Naomi was our dishwasher, Mike Hubbard stepped in 
as her assistant once he was done helping Mike at the grills! Delicious bread was provided by Eileen 

Schermer, always warm from her oven. Donna Morrisette again showed her talents with the raffle basket, 
and Carmon did not take it home this time. Arlene O'Connor walked away the winner, Joyce Smith will 

enjoy the delicious apple pie.  
What would we do without all our helpers-Salange was new to the group and got right up to speed,  

Madison Winter, Kala, Trace, Jared, Jeanette, Kristine, Jill and Judi.  
With all your generous donations and the help of a Thrivent Action Card, we deposited  $1466.00 to the 

maintenance fund!!!!!! And 10% will be sent to the Lutheran disaster relief. 
If you missed this dinner, we hope you will join us at the next one. The fellowship that takes place makes 

our hearts warm to watch.  
Thank you again 
Your 4-F team 

 
 
 
 
!

!
 

 

HYMNFEST! 9:45 a.m. — October  7th Come to sing some 
of your  favorite hymns.  

 Kris Burns provides the music.  The Hymn Fest  
happens the first Sunday of each month.  

 “One who sings, prays twice.”     
 PLEASE JOIN US!   
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!

!
 

 Diaper Drive 
was a huge 
success 

Trace Erwin and his dad, Mike Erwin, 
 building a raised planter box for Amazing 
Grace as part of his Eagle Scout project 

An amazing  
volunteer, Savannah 
Chandler, planting 
in the rain Saturday, 
September 21st 
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Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

September 18, 2018 6:15 pm 
Vision: A welcoming place where grace happens. 
Mission: To Experience and share God’s love through worship, education, and community. 
Values: Radical Hospitality; Passionate worship; Intentional faith development; Risk-taking 
mission and service; Extravagant Generosity. 
 

Attendance: Theresa Kaufman, Mark Smalley, Phil Stegemoeller, Judi Hubbard, Mike Barkstrom, Joelle Buckman, 
Dee Erickson, Amy Ostwald and Vicky Kolb 

 
Call to Order Mark Smalley 6:15 
 
Devotions – Judi  
 
Establish Quorum 
 
Review and Approve Agenda M/S/P 
 
Review, correct and Final approval of minutes for last meeting, August 21, 2018 M/S/P 
 
Financial Reports 

a. Treasurer’s Report – Theresa Kaufman 
 -Theresa will amend pages 6 and 7 of the Monthly Budget Analysis and resend to council members. 
 -Approve transactions-M/S/P 

i.  Vanco – ability to give $ thru website 
 -Theresa has been exchanging information with Vanco about the three questions from last month’s 

meeting and is waiting to hear back.    
b. Financial Secretary’s Report – Phil Stegemoeller 

 -Phil will add $86 to the Building/Maintenance to the Record of Giving 
i.  Mid Year giving statements 

 -Giving statements will go out last week of September with a letter about stewardship. 
Business items (these are generally items that are beyond any one ministry or don’t fit under any ministry, special re-

quests from the community) 
a.  Sabbatical Check-in – Mark 
 -Give a special thanks to Hank Bilderback 
b.  Church Secretary’s time sheet sign off – Mark 
c.  Stewardship Leadership – Mark 

  -There was a discussion about Stewardship Leadership and it was decided that the council members  would 
take a turn talking about Stewardship during Sunday services. Mark has volunteered to be the first spokes-
person and he will also come up with a schedule as to when the other council members will speak.  
d. PSALM project – Mark 

i.  Purpose of Psalm 
 -The PSALM project is to help train ley leaders to help the pastor. The training is two years. Pastor 

Val will be providing guidance and her time to this class. This class offers many courses and one will 
be to preach in front of the congregation. Those who have signed up for this class will end up in dif-
ferent places at the end of the two years.  If they are ever needed elsewhere in the Synod they would 
be able to go. There are 19 people that have signed up for the PSALM program and 5 of them are 
from Amazing Grace Lutheran Church. 

ii. Will they be taking over Pastor’s job? If so, does this mean a change is Pastor’s pay? 
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 -They will not take over the Pastor’s job; they will be able to cover for the pastor when Pastor is 
 gone. 

iii. Will they be compensated? 
 -If they preach at a different congregation, They will be compensated including for the mileage if 

they need to travel. 
e. Budget increase for Trace’s Eagle Project - $195 for a stump grinder - Mark M/S/P 

  -Money from reformation funds project. 
f. Family Promise – use of AGLC’s dishes for fund raising dinner – Mike 

  - The fund raising dinner for Family Promise will be on October 8th at the Lions club. Mike would 
 like to  use some of the kitchen ware from Amazing Grace and council members said it was ok. 
 There will items to bid on at this dinner. 
g.  Pastors Party- 

  -A potluck will be organized for fellowship for Pastor Val’s return on October 7th. Dee will be mak
 ing a banner. The welcome back speech will be done by Phil Stegemoeller during the service. 
h. Parish Hall Flag 

  -The Girl Scout Troop would like to have the flag in fellowship hall for their meetings. 
Ministry Reports 

a.  Worship – Dee Erickson 
 -Things are going really well 
 -Dee is in charge of PLU concert. Dee will find out date for band and forward details to Judi 
b.  Outreach – Joelle  

i.  God’s Work – Our Hands 
 -The diaper dive was a success and collected a couple thousand diapers. The diapers were  
 distributed to the Salvation Army, Clothing bank and the Friendship House. They were all very 

thankful.  
 -The other project that was worked on was Diane Hanson neighbor’s house. 
 -There are congregation members who could use help around their homes. Maybe look every  
 other month at who may need help and let them know that there is a group of people who can 

help. Mike Barkstrom has volunteered to take charge of the project.   
  -Reimbursement taken out of memorial fund $150 M/S/P 

c.  Youth & Family – Amy Ostwald 
 -The Sunday School Potluck went well 
 -Book Group will begin a new book this Fall and continue to meet on Thursdays at 7pm. 
 -All Sunday school teachers are returning and the first day of Sunday school is September 23rd. 
 -Judi Hubbard brought up the interest of some young parents in the congregation to have a chil-

dren’s church or some kind of program during part of the worship service. Their desire is to help 
parents who want to attend church and bring their kids, but feel a bit overwhelmed trying to wor-
ship, listen AND supervise their kids. Amy offered that we should have a meeting with parents to 
listen to their needs and with their input, consider a variety of ways to address them. 

d.  Fellowship – Judi 
  -There was a discussion about who is in charge of providing coffee supplies. Having a sign-up sheet 

 was one option. There would need to be a least 12 volunteers, so maybe there could be one person 
 per month. This would go into effect at the beginning of the year. Judi will talk with Kristine in 
 more detail about this project. 

i. Walking tour 
 -Twenty-two people showed up for the walking tour and it went fine. 

e.  Property – Mike Barkstrom 
 -Mike Barkstrom received a call from Mike Hubbard about drain that was plugged. Mike got a hold 

of Elway plumbing and got it taken care of. 
 -The youth center had proactive fire alarms in the building and paid $81 per month, which has been 

disconnected. The service was provided by Smith fire.  
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SEPTEMBER BALANCES OF CHURCH ACCOUNTS 
 

i.  Review of priorities 
ii.  % of utilities for Family Promise 

-Mike would like to get in touch with the people from family promise and go over the packet with 
them sooner rather than later and see what they think about it. Mike will also see if the fire  insur-
ance will go up with Family Promise there. 

iii.  Fire Alarm for parish hall. 
-Mike Barkstrom will see if the smoke detectors in the Parish Hall are operational and he will also 
call Cintas about their smoke detectors. 

iv.    Funds from 4F and additional donation. 
-The proceeds from the last 4F dinner will go to the roof repairs already completed by Lupo  Con-
struction.  Additional funds that were donated by an anonymous donor will be used to pay off the 
remaining balance of the Lupo bill.  Any monies remaining of this donation ($3000) will go to the 
PSLAM project as the donor's request. 

Task Assignments 
 -Vicky will email newsletter labels to Judi Hubbard. 
 -Theresa will be talking with Mike Kupka about receiving Treasure information. 
 -Vicky will send out Mid-year Giving Statements last week of September. 
 -Mark Smalley will come up with a schedule for council members to talk about Stewardship Leadership on Sun-

days. 
 -October 7th welcome back speech for Pastor Val will be done by Phil Stegemoeller. 
 -Mike Barkstrom will put a group together that will help out with projects. 
 -Dee will find out dates for the PLU concert and forward details to Judi Hubbard 
 -Mike Barkstrom will talk with Family Promise about packet discussed at council meeting 
 -Judi will talk with Kristine about the Coffee Supplies project                                                                                                                                                                     

Adjournment and closing prayer  8:30 
 
 

Name Date Total 
 Checking     $      37,357.48  
   -Caring Cupboard     $            322.38  
   -Pastor's Sabbatical Reserve     $        3,080.00  
   -Bells      $            812.14  
   -Friends in Need     $            348.48  
   -Reformation Fund     $        1,979.33  
   -Outreach Funds     $            500.00  
   -Altar Restore     $            386.83  
   -Grace Fund     $            220.00  
    TOTAL  $      44,934.14  
 Fundraising Checking     $            200.90  
 Maintenance Checking     $        1,747.45  
 Youth Checking     $            354.99  
 Memorial Savings     $        3,072.17  
 Mikkel Thompson Savings     $        1,736.06  

 $4,022 is queud for payment to Church Mutual for annual Liability and  
 umbrella insurance.  This will be paid next month.    
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Ministers:  The People of Amazing Grace 

111 E. 4th Street, 360) 532-8250 

amazinggraceaberdeen.org  

amazing111@comcast.net 

Pastor Val Metropoulos-(360) 580-8977 

vmetropoulos001@luthersem.edu 

Office Administrator:  Vicky Kolb 

                 Liturgists:  Hank Bilderback, Keith Lile, Laura Carle,  Jeannette Green 

Musicians:  Kristine Burns, Heidi Seelke, Jeni Kaufman  

President Mark Smalley (360) 249-1955 marktrish86@gmail.com 

Treasurer Theresa Kaufman (360) 537-1190 theresamarie4739.3@gmail.com  

Financial Secretary Phil Stegemoeller (360) 580-9310 phil@willisent.com 

Youth & Family Amy Ostwald (360) 482-2306 Ostwald@olynet.com 

Outreach Joelle Buckman (360) 589-6111 Joelle_buckman@email.com 

Worship Dee Erickson (360) 533-7948 deekaye1@comcast.net 

Fellowship Judi Hubbard (360) 532-8577 jhubbard1952@comcast.net 

Property Mike Barkstrom (360) 532-3319 barkie1@earthlink.net 

Endowment Dennis Morrisette (360) 533-1012 dcmorrisette@msn.com 

Pastor Val Metropoulos (360) 580-8977 vmetropoulos001@luthersem.edu 

Office Administrator Vicky Kolb (360) 532-8250 amazing111@comcast.net 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

BUILDING REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE 

Please notify Mike Barkstrom or send a message to the church office if there are any repairs 
needed at the church.  Sometimes members or visitors notice things that need to be fixed that the 

committee is not aware of.  Your input is helpful in these matters.  

Mike Barkstrom:  mkbarks1@gmail.com  -  (360) 589-1393 
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OCTOBER 2018 Worship Assistants 
 
October 7 
Liturgist:     Laura Carle 
Worship Assistant/Reader:  Carmon Shaw 
Communion Assistant:  Joni Hildreth & Darci Jewitt 
Ushers/Greeters:    Molly & Tim Leithold 
Depositors:    Kristine Finazzo & Eileen Schermer 
Fellowship:    CARLE, TORGERSON, SMALLEY/  
       SAFSTROM, ELLIS 
 
October 14 
Liturgist:     Hank Bilderback 
Worship Assistant/Reader:  Diane Hanson 
Communion Assistant:  Kaufman, Theresa, Amanda, Jenifer 
Ushers/Greeters:    Elaine and Darrell Lokken 
Depositors:    Judi Hubbard & Gene Schermer 
Fellowship:    MAJAR, LILE, MORRISETTE, D. ERICKSON 
 
October 21 
Liturgist:     Keith Lile 
Worship Assistant/Reader:  Dee Erickson 
Communion Assistant:  Joelle Buckman & Steve Swanson 
Ushers/Greeters:    Dennis & Donna Morrisette 
Depositors:    Mark Ostwald & Pete Majar 
Fellowship:    FINAZZO, EVANSON, ELLINGSEN, WAITE 
       HUBBARD, WINTER 
 
October 28 
Liturgist:     Jeannette Green 
Worship Assistant/Reader:  Mark Ostwald 
Communion Assistant:  Molly Leithold & Arlene Torgerson 
Ushers/Greeters:    Mark & Amy Ostwald 
Depositors:    Joe Fernandez & Carmon Shaw 
Fellowship:    HANSON, ERWIN, HODGE, SEELKE 
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Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 
of Grays Harbor 
111 E. 4th Street 

Aberdeen, WA 98520 
 

360.532.8250 
amazing111@comcast.net 

www.amazinggraceaberdeen.org 
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