Newman Everett Olson Jr, 84, died peacefully at the Galeon nursing
home in Osakis on December 18, 2021, with his wife of 63 years at his side.

Son of Newman Olson and Katherine Evenson Olson, Newman was born
in Duluth on April 3, 1937. In 1942 his family moved to Osakis where he
attended school and graduated in 1955. He then attended Hamline University
and received his BA degree in 1959.

On August 19, 1958, he married Sonya Evans, a native of Ulysses Kansas
who moved to Osakis during their high school years.

Newman became President of the First National Bank of Osakis in 1972
having joined the staff of the bank in 1959. He served as President until 1999
and as CEO until 2019. In 2010, Newman celebrated 50 years of service and
was inducted into the Minnesota Bankers Association Pioneer Club in honor
of his lifelong contributions given to Minnesota’s banking community.
Newman remained a member of the FNBO Board until the time of his death.

“Tuke” as he was commonly known to the entire community in his
younger days, was active in all community affairs throughout his life. In 1967
he was elected to the local school board, where he served for many years,
including time as Board Chairman. He was an Elk, a Mason and a member of
the Osman Temple of the Shrine for over 50 years. He spent time serving on
the Douglas County Hospital and Community Memorial Home Boards. He
also served on both the Presbyterian Church Board of Trustees and the Session
for many years. He was a past president of the Osakis Lions and an active
Republican. He was also one of the early promoters of the Osakis Country
Club.

An enthusiastic football fan, Newman held U of M Gopher season tickets
for more than 50 years. During football season, an important step in planning
any holiday or family celebration was to ensure all family activities happened
around game times.

Newman also loved to travel. He took his family on a two or three week
vacation every summer while his children were growing up. Many lasting
memories were made during those annual trips in the travel trailer. Singing
around a campfire with “hippies” in Teton National Park; visiting presidential
libraries, family gravesites, and Chicago museums in the Midwest; dealing
with treacherous mountainous roads and long travel days listening to comedy
routines and The Sound of Music on a portable tape player; and experiencing
extreme weather conditions including a summer snowstorm in Yellowstone
and 109 degrees in the shade in British Columbia are among the memories we
shared during those special times. After the children were grown, Newman
and Sonya traveled to many special places around the world.

Newman is survived by his wife, Sonya; daughters Kathy (Greg) Hansen,
Betsy (Loren) Pietrzak, and Chris (Spence) Engebretson; son Stuart Olson;
grandchildren Jonathan and Christopher Hansen, Cory and Derek Pietrzak,
Justin, Tyler and Zach Dahlheimer, Alex and Adam Engebretson, Megan and
Tyler Olson; great grandchildren Everett, Elsie, Arthur, Connor, Audrey,
Lucy, Leo, Archer and Wilder; sister-in-law Ilene, and several nieces and
nephews.

Newman was preceded in death by his parents, Newman and Katherine
(Evenson) Olson Sr. and his brother Steve Olson, Sr.
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God gives us each a gift of life,
1o cherish from our birth.
He gives us friends and those we love
1o share our days on Earth.

He watches us with loving care
And takes us by the hand,
He blesses us with countless joys
And guides the lives we 've planned.

Then, when our work on earth is done,
He calls us to His side,
1o live with Him in happiness,
Where peace and love abide.

Celebrating the Life of

Newman E. Olson Jr.
April 3, 1937 @ December 18, 2021

Funeral Service
First Presbyterian Church
Osakis, Minnesota
Tuesday, December 28, 2021
11:00 AM

Officiant
Reverend Lois Burkart
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Ellen Bangtson

Eulogy
Justin Dahlheimer

Special Music by
Christopher Olson

Readers
Steven Olson Jr. Zachary Dahlheimer
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Justin Dahlheimer Tyler Dahlheimer
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Interment
Gordon Pleasant Hill Cemetery
Osakis, Minnesota
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