
 

Marlene Miller 
 

Marlene Carolyn Ehlers was born on June 16, 1930, to Harry and Caroline 
(Burfiend) Ehlers in Fairmount, North Dakota.  She was baptized and 
confirmed at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Tyler, ND.  She attended grade school 
in Summit Township, then Fairmount Public School, graduating from 
Wahpeton High School in 1948. 
 

Marlene met Merlyn Miller at the local bowling alley, and they started 
dating.  When he was enlisted and stationed in Alaska, Marlene would write 
letters to him every day.  The couple was united in marriage on July 25, 1947, in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.  They established their home on the Miller Farm in 
Tyler, ND, where they lived for 30 years.  They then moved to a farm site near 
Wahpeton where they lived for the next 30 years.  After that, the couple resided 
in Breckenridge, MN.  Upon Merlyn’s passing in 2018, the couple had been 
married for 70 years.  During that time, they enjoyed so many memories 
together.  The two would go dancing on Sunday nights, traveling all over.  
 

Marlene was an entertainer, and her house was full at Christmas.  She also 
hosted birthday club, and her card group.  She enjoyed playing pull tabs, 
watching Wheel of Fortune, reading, bowling, playing golf, and was always 
testing her knowledge with crossword puzzles. 
 

She enjoyed being active in the family farming operation.  Her strong German 
heritage brought out the hard worker in her.  Marlene would make hot meals for 
her family and the hired men three times a day and brought them out to the 
field.  She kept a root cellar full of canned goods from the garden to help get 
through the winter.  Marlene was very known for her potato salad, sauerkraut, 
and schnidelhut.  
 

Marlene was a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church of Richland County.  She 
taught both Sunday and Bible School, was part of Ladies Aid, and was an 
organist there for many years.  She also played organ at the churches in 
Fairmount and Great Bend, ND.  Marlene volunteered at St. Francis Home in 
Breckenridge, MN, was a member of the VFW Ladies Auxiliary, and the 
American Legion Auxiliary, both Wahpeton chapters.  
 

Marlene is survived by her children, Bruce (Kathy) Miller, Fargo, ND, Guy 
(Jackie) Miller, Breckenridge, MN, Vicki (Alan) Reep, Fargo, ND, Mark (Paula) 
Miller, Fargo, ND; grandchildren, Ryan (Carolee) Miller, Melissa (Derryn) 
Heley, Jared (Becky) Miller, Blair (Kacie) Miller, Alison (Travis) Keller, Joel 
Martin, Jason (Marchelle) Reep, Jessica (Thomas) Tweten Chase Miller; great-
grandchildren, Ellington Norwood, Hudson Miller, Morgan (Chris) Vargas, 
Lauren Heley, Addison Heley, Jackson Miller, Tyce Miller, Wyatt Miller, Owen 
Keller, Dylan Keller, Autumn Reep, Tobias Reep, Olivia Tweten, Carter Tweten, 
Jennifer Martin Slaughter, Justin Martin, Joshua Martin; great-great grandson, 
Lawson Norwood; and son-in-law, Douglas Johnson, Billings, MT; and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Harry and Caroline; husband, 
Merlyn; daughter, Pamela Johnson; sisters, June Bernard, Harriet Pelletier, and 
Jeanne Bertelsen. 
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In Loving Memory of 
 

Marlene C. Miller 
 
 

Born 
June 16, 1930 | Fairmount, North Dakota 

 

Passed Away 
October 25, 2023 | West Fargo, North Dakota 

 

Age 
93 Years  4 Months   9 Days 

 

Funeral Service 
11:00 AM | Monday, October 30, 2023 

Bethel Lutheran Church | Wahpeton, North Dakota 
 

 Officiant Organist 
 Pastor Tom Peterson Mary Jane Pauly 

 

Soloist 
Marchelle Reep 

“Amazing Grace” | “How Great Thou Art” 
 

Eulogy 

Perry Miller 
 

Congregational Hymns 
“I Know That My Redeemer Lives” | “Lift High The Cross” 

 

Pallbearers 

Ryan Miller | Melissa Heley | Jared Miller | Blair Miller 
Alison Keller | Jason Reep | Jessica Tweten | Chase Miller 

 

Interment 
Fairview Cemetery | Wahpeton, North Dakta 

 

Vertin-Munson Funeral Home - Wahpeton, ND 
Funeral Directors:   Walter Reghi | Shanna Grumbles | Stephanie Kirchgesler |  www.vertinmunson.com 

The Twenty-Third Psalm 

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  

He leadeth me beside the still 
waters.  He restoreth my soul. 

He leadeth me in the paths 
of righteousness for  

His name’s sake.   
Yea, though I walk 

through the valley  
of the shadow of 
death, I will fear  
no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod 
and thy staff they 

comfort me.  Thou 
preparest a table 

before me in the 
presence of mine 

enemies: thou anointest  
my head with oil: my cup 

runneth over.  Surely goodness  
and mercy shall  follow me all the days of my life:  
and I will  dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.  


