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The Lord ’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



Verlaine M. Swingen, 89, of Woden, passed away Tuesday, 
November 28, 2023, at Concord Care Center in Garner surrounded 
by her family.

Verlaine Marie Swingen, the daughter of Martel and Agnes 
(Charlson) Mathews, was born November 28, 1934, on a farm north 
of Leland. She was baptized and confirmed at Winnebago Lutheran 
Church near Lake Mills. Verlaine graduated from Lake Mills High 
School in 1952 and continued her education at Waldorf College 
in Forest City. On September 8, 1956, she was married to Gussie 
Swingen at Winnebago Lutheran Church. They lived on an acreage 
northeast of Woden where they raised their family and farmed.  
In 1974, they moved into Woden. After Gussie passed away in 2015, 
she continued to live in her home until moving to the Summit 
House in Britt in November 2019. She enjoyed spending time with 
her family and annual fishing trips with them to Longville, MN. 
She was a terrific baker and was known for her chocolate chip 
cookies and making lefse and kringla with her sister, Karolyn.

She was a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church and a past 
member of Grant Lutheran Church where she taught Sunday and 
Bible school for many years.

Verlaine is survived by her two children, Pam (Dan) Kloser of 
Garner and Doug (Lisa) Swingen of Woden; four grandchildren, 
Tyler (Kaitlyn) Kloser and their daughter, Cora, Jessica (Jordan) 
Wellik and their two children, Audrey and Owen, Megan (Corben) 
Schueler and their two sons, Drake and Cam and Matt (Meaghan) 
Swingen and their daughter, Charlie; a brother, Ronnie (Carole) 
Mathews of Leland; and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Gussie; sister, 
Karolyn (Roger) Flatrud; two brothers, Arden and Arlo Mathews; 
sisters-in-law, Myrth (Oliver) Anderson and Theo (Ed) Callies; and 
a brother-in-law, Harvey Swingen.
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MEMORIAL SERVICE
St. John’s Lutheran Church

Woden, Iowa
10:30 a.m., Friday
December 1, 2023

OFFICIATING
 Pastor John Heille

 MUSIC
 Nancy Beenken, Organist

Congregational Hymns
“The Old Rugged Cross”

“On Eagle’s Wings”
“Amazing Grace”

“How Great Thou Art”

USHERS
 Jim Steffen Gary Hayungs

HONORARY BEARERS
Tyler and Kaitlyn Kloser
Jessica and Jordan Wellik

Megan and Corben Schueler
Matt and Meaghan Swingen 

 INURNMENT
Grant Township Cemetery

Woden, Iowa

All are invited for a time of fellowship and a luncheon in the  
church hall immediately following the service.  


