Dana Jean (Kelly) Christenson, the daughter of Donald
and Edith (Hove) Kelly was born on April 28, 1955. She
died July 26, 2018 at her home, surrounded by loved
ones, from a rare form of cancer.

Dana graduated from Jefferson High School in 1973 and
attended the College of St Benedict and Alexandria
Technical College. She met David Christenson at the age
of 15 and he was the only guy for her for the rest of her
life. She and Dave were married on September 6, 1975
and they spent their working years in Spring Valley, MN.
Dana was employed by Mayo Clinic for 39 years, holding
a variety of positions in the business and financial
departments, many at a supervisory level. When she
retired in 2014, they moved back to Alexandria and lived
on Lake Darling, a place Dana truly loved.

Dana was warm and caring and had an amazing ability to
establish long term friendships. She particularly enjoyed
spending time with friends and family and she loved
animals. Those fortunate enough to know her became
part of her extended family, including numerous dog
friends. Dana had a lifelong love of reading. She was
thoughtful and insightful regarding world affairs and
politics and was able to be diplomatic when expressing
her opinions. After retirement, Dana and Dave had a
passion for traveling and would set out for a few days or
a few weeks, exploring new locations and experiencing
the unique local cuisine.

Dana was pre-deceased by her father, Don, her father and
mother-in-law, Dean and Marvel Christenson, and six
beloved dogs. She is survived by Dave, her husband of
43 vyears, mother Edith Kelly of Alexandria, sister,
Denise Kelly (Michael Suglia) of Carson City, NV and
brother, Timothy Kelly (Ayako) of Okinawa, Japan. Five
nephews survive her, several in-laws, and numerous
friends of wvarious generations who she lovingly
considered part of her family. Dana will be greatly
missed by all who knew her.
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I’m Free
Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free,
I'm following the path God laid for me.
I took his hand when | heard his call,
| turned my back and left it all.
I could not stay another day,

To laugh, to love, to work, to play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way,
I've found that peace at the close of the day.
If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah yes, these things | too will miss.
Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
| wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My Life's been full, I savoured much,

Good friends, good times, a loved one's touch,

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don't lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,

God wanted me now, He set me free.



