Mark of the Beast
During the 1,260 years of the Dark Ages, it was hard to escape the wrath of the dragon. God’s people—
described in prophecy as a “woman”—were forced to flee into the wilderness to hide (Revelation 12:13-15).
Eventually, however, the earth opened up to help the woman (Revelation 12:16), and the persecuted masses
poured across the Atlantic to the New World in search of peace and liberty. The reign of the little horn power
seemed to come to an end in 1798 when General Berthier marched on Rome and put an end to the papacy’s
temporal power. Revelation 13:3 said, however, that the beast’s deadly wound would heal. On February 11, 1929,
a concordat was signed by Mussolini and Gasparri, restoring temporal power to the Vatican. The Roman church
was once again in control of its own lands. The wound was healing!

With the healing of the wound, however, came a new problem. Revelation 13:11 says that a second beast comes
up out of the earth—the very place where the persecuted fled to near the end of the Dark Ages! This second beast
leads the world to worship the first beast which had recovered from a deadly wound.
Who is this second beast? There are at least five clues given in the Bible (Revelation 13:11-15):

1. It comes up out of the earth—the New World, the place where the persecuted went to get away from the beast.
2. It appears some time near the end of the Dark Ages, when the earth opens up to help the woman.

3. It rises to significant world prominence sometime near the beginning of the 1900s, when the first beast is healed.
4. It looks like a lamb but speaks like a dragon. It looks Christ-like, but when it eventually opens its mouth, it
says the same kinds of things the dragon always says.

5. It has no crowns on its horns. The first beast did; the horns represented kingdoms. This beast is not a kingdom.

No other power besides the United States of America could possibly fit! It was founded at the end of the 1700s,
was a refuge for the persecuted, came to real prominence after its participation in the World Wars in the 1900s,
claims to be a Christian nation with a wall of separation keeping the church out of government, and it has no
king. Bible prophecy teaches that together, the Vatican and the United States will take back everything the Roman
church lost at the close of the Dark Ages. The USA will bridge the gap between the Protestant West and Rome!
Since the inauguration of Ronald Reagan in 1981, the Vatican has made massive inroads in re-establishing its
interests in the West. For example, Reagan and the Pope conspired to bring communism to its knees and lent
their very influential support to the Solidarity movement in Poland. Within a very short period of time, the Berlin
wall came down and the communist threat to Rome’s supremacy was no more. Since then, the United States has
established diplomatic ties with the Vatican, has appointed a Catholic priest as chaplain to Congress, and has
carried out a number of other significant political changes. At the same time, Rome has re-asserted its position as
a mother church. (It is an interesting assertion in light of Revelation 17:5, 6.) In 2000, the Vatican asserted that
other churches are “defective” and that there is ultimately salvation only in the Roman church (Dominus Iesus,
Aug. 6, 2000). John Paul II also reaffirmed the church’s position on indulgences, which were an issue that first
sparked the Reformation.
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Revelation 13:15 says that the second beast will lead the world to Rome’s door! Eventually, according to
Revelation 13:16, 17, people will be obliged to receive the Mark of the Beast. This mark has nothing to do with
computers or bar codes. Revelation 14:9-11 shows us a last day warning that goes to the whole world just before
Jesus comes—“Don’t take the Mark of the Beast!” Right after that, in Revelation 14:12, the Bible shows us those
who do not have the mark—those who “keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” We can safely
surmise from this that those who have the Mark of the Beast don’t keep God’s commandments or have the faith
of Jesus.
Revelation 7:2; 14:1 and 22:4 give us more information. Those who do not have the Mark of the Beast in their
forehead or hand have instead the Seal of God in their forehead. The “forehead” represents the mind, where
our moral decisions are made (see for example Romans 7:25). The “hand” represents the things we do—which
are proof of the decisions we have made (see for example Ecclesiastes 9:10). God’s last day people have His
seal in their forehead, they keep His commandments, and they have the faith of Jesus. There is an interesting
passage in Deuteronomy 6:6-8 that reveals what the Seal of God is all about. Right after giving Israel the
Ten Commandments, God told them to bind them for a sign (or seal) in their forehead and hand. In Hebrews
10:16, 17, God indicates His desire to write His moral law in our hearts (minds). Isaiah 8:16 says, “Bind up the
testimony, seal the law among my disciples.” The Seal of God clearly has something to do with God’s law.

Out of all of God’s laws, one in particular has to do with our allegiance to God—the Sabbath Commandment.
It is remarkable that the last day message that goes out to the world in Revelation 14:6, 7 (along with the warning
about the Mark of the Beast) so closely resembles the fourth commandment of Exodus 20:8-11: “worship Him
that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” It is no coincidence! Ezekiel 20:20
clearly indicates that the Sabbath was meant to be a special sign, or seal, between God and His people. Keeping
the Sabbath is a special mark of allegiance among God’s followers. The Sabbath is a mark, or sign, of God’s
authority over the creation.
The Roman church, however, has declared that it is above the Bible and has established her own mark of
authority and allegiance—a counterfeit Sabbath:

“Of course, the Catholic Church claims that the change was her act. And that act is a mark of her ecclesiastical
power and authority in religious matters.” —James Cardinal Gibbons.
“Sunday is our mark of authority…the church is above the Bible, and this transference of the Sabbath
observance is proof of that fact.” —Catholic Record, London, Ontario, Sept. 1, 1923.

Jesus said, “If ye love Me, keep My commandments.” (John 14:15) Daniel warned us that the beast power
would try to tamper with God’s law (Daniel 7:25). Prophecy has been fulfilled to a T! The table has been set for
the last great conflict. The United States has become the world’s police force, and while they are busy subduing
the world and building bridges back to Rome, Rome is putting all the final pieces in place for people to take the
Mark of the Beast.
It hasn’t happened yet, but eventually there will be a law that says that unless you take the Mark of the Beast,
you will not be able to buy or sell, and you might even face death. Rome will not be happy until everybody
acknowledges her sovereignty. And what better way to do that than to have people observe the day that proves
Rome can even change God’s law!

On May 31, 1998, Pope John II issued an Apostolic Letter called Dies Domini—“The Lord’s Day.” Section
67 says, “Christians will naturally strive to ensure that civil legislation respects their duty to keep Sunday holy.”
Rome has not lost her desire to control the governments of the world—in fact, the process is picking up speed
every year.

Tonight, you are faced with a clear choice. You must decide. Even not deciding is a decision—and nobody joins
God’s side by default. Time is running out. Where will you stand—on traditions of man, or on a clear
Word from God?
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