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Musings on 2020 

 The New Year is upon us and with it the hopes and fears of the unknown. The New Year is a time of 
new beginnings. For some of us, undoubtedly, it will also be the last year we have on earth. I donôt say that 
to scare you; I say that to get you to think. Someone this year will get a better job that makes life better. 
Someone will marry a life partner that makes life complete. Someone will dedicate their life to serving Je-
sus. Someone will find mission in what happens in our church. Someone will start a new life by having a 

baby. Conversely, someone will lose the job theyôve depended on for decades. Someone will end up divorced and find 
life empty. Someone will walk away from Jesus. Someone will become cynical of all that goes on in church. And yes, 
undoubtedly, someone will dieðmaybe even someoneôs child. 
 That is the nature of all new yearsðthey start off with hope and end up in reality. The truth is none of us actually 
know whether the year we are about to enter will be the best year of our lives, the worst year of our lives, or just another 
year. You probably donôt even know if it will be the last year of your life. But if your year is starting off with hope, you 
are better off than many around you. There are many who are not hopeful that 2020 will be a good year. They are so 
mired down in their reality that hope is hard to see. 
 So this year, we should have a clear mission set before us. We should seek to make the lives of those around us a 
little better. When you see someone has lost their job, become their biggest supporter and promoter as they try to get 
back on their feet. If someone is struggling in their marriage, do what you can to help that person see their value. If 
someone makes a decision to follow Jesus, be their biggest supporter and mentor. If someone is walking away from 
God, show them the love of God. And, yes, if someone is facing the end of their life (or a loved oneôs life), strengthen 
and maintain the friendship that will help them maintain their faith in God, even when all they can have is faith. 
 Imagine you knew this year Jesus would come. Would that change your behavior at all? Would you spend as much 
time watching TV and playing games on your phone? Would you be more interested in helping that member who is 
walking away from Jesus? Would you change the things you spend your money on to be more mission oriented? Would 
you care for the brother you find offensive? Think about it. This year Jesus is coming for someoneðmaybe you. But if 
we do these good things, this will turn out to be a better year than if we donôt. 
 May you have a happy, mission-oriented 2020. And may we do the things this year that hasten the coming of Jesus.  
After all, with a year like 2020, our vision should be better than ever (get it?)! 

ðPastor Stewart Pepper 
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A Star Is Born 

 If you happened to turn your TV on on 
Thursday morning, December 19, you would 
have been met with the scene above.  Lac-
queeta Oduogo and her doctors from UPMC 
Childrenôs Hospital.  Lacqueeta was inter-
viewed about her journey through sickle cell 
anemia and a bone marrow transplant.  She 
also was part of the Childrenôs Hospital fund 
raising event that took place later that day 
and was again interviewed on live TV during 
the event.  Congratulations, Lacqueeta, for a 
job well done! 

The Bridge and The New Brighton Spot are monthly publications of the Pittsburgh and New Brighton Seventh-day Adventist churches.   PastorðStewart Pepper.  EditorðKathy Pepper.  If you have questions, comments, 

or news items, you may contact Kathy at 304-992-5920/skpepper@live.com. 

§ Nick and Tammy Guyach have an ongoing Bible Study at their home (2375 
Bellwood Drive; Pittsburgh, PA 15235) on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m.  Eve-
ryone is welcome to join.  If you would like more information, please call Nick 
at 724-350-5269. 

§ Bring your favorite dish and join us on Sabbath, January 4 for our monthly Fel-
lowship Lunch following the morning worship service. 

§ Pastor Pepper will be at Blue Mountain Academy for Pastoral Meetings from 
Sunday through Thursday, January 5-9.  You can still reach him on his cell 
phone during that time. 

§ Ladies, mark your calendar for Saturday evening, January 11, and plan to attend 
the next PMS (Pizza, Movie, and Sundaes) Night.  The fun begins at 5:00 p.m. 
with a devotional and then pizza.  The movie will begin at 6:00 p.m. 

§ Communion will be held on Sabbath, January 18, during the worship service. 

§ Beat the Winter Blues, a weekly plant-based cooking/exercise/devotional event 
is planned for Sabbath afternoons from February 8 through March 14 from 2-4 
p.m.  Invite your friends, neighbors, and family and plan now to attend this ex-
citing event. 

 

 Coming Events 

ôTwas the Season to be Jolly! 
 
The annual Christmas Party continues to be one of the more popular social events of the year with 65 people gathering together 

to sing Christmas carols, play games, do some unique gift wrapping, decorate a Christmas tree and, of course, share a lot of good 
food. 
The social began with singing some traditional Christmas carols followed with some social mix-

ing where each table shared some personal, favorite thoughts about Christmas (past and present) and 
made a list of Christmas/seasonal words beginning with letters A to Z. 
After everybody warmed up with the social mixer, the next level of fun commenced when we 

separated into groups with adults participating in a gift wrapping activity where they designated 
someone to be gift wrapped as a human present, while the kids cre-

ated snowchildren by wrapping vol-
unteers with toilet paper and frosty 
hats.  We ended with some traditional 
favorites, decorating the Christmas 
tree and Guess How Many. 
 
Mark your calendars now for our 
Winter Social on February 8, 2020. 

A huge shout out goes to those 

who recently helped one of our 

members with some major home 

repairs and other necessary aid.  

Matthew 25:40 comes to mind!  

Thank you for all you did! 

Greeters Schedule: 
 
To be announced. 

Elders Schedule: 

* January 4 -  Dan Seigfried 

* January 11 - Rich Sharbaugh 

* January 18 - Cliff Lockley 

* January 25 - Daniel Connor 


