As 7 sit in heaven
And watch you everyday

727y to et you know with signs . BUT THOSE WHO
I never went away | HOPE IN THE LORD

WILL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH.

7 hear you when you re laughing

And wailch you as you sleep ‘ THEY WILL SOAR ON '

7 even place my arms around you i WIN GS LIKE EAGLES, |
70 calm you as you weep THEY WILL RUN AN ’

7 see you wish the days away ” NOT GROW WE AR o

Begging to have me fome
So 7 try to send you signs
So you know you are not alone
Don t feel guilly that you have
Life that was dented to me
Heaven is truly beautiul
Just you wait and see
So ltve you life, laugh again
Fnjoy yourself, be free
Then 7 know with every breat/ you take
Youll be taking one for me...
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Lester “Buck” Hamilton was born on May 9, 1940, in Akron, lowa to Carroll and
Laura (Zachow) Hamilton. On June 23, 1958, Buck married Patricia Collins in
Pipestone, Minnesota. They lived in Hawarden, lowa. Buck was a farmer and
worked at Kane Packing Plant in Hawarden and Dubuque Packing Plant in LeMars,
lowa for several years, before owning and operating a restaurant, Southern
Country and Craig Tap in Craig, lowa from 1988 to 2003. After selling the
businesses in 2003, Buck worked at For-Most in Hawarden and later worked for
City of Hawarden in the Summer and farming with John Degen in the Fall before
retiring in 2021. Buck was an active member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles for
several years. He enjoyed farming and driving tractors. Buck enjoyed woodwork-
ing and making wood projects for his children and grandchildren. He enjoyed
camping and fishing on the weekends with family and friends. He was an avid bird
watcher and always made sure there was enough bird feed for the birds to enjoy.

Dad was a farmer at heart and happiest while working on a farm or driving
tractors by either mowing for the city or hauling grain wagons for John Degen. He
took great pride in mowing for the city and the job he was doing. He wanted to
make sure the grass looked good whether it was the ditches on the outside of
town or lawns inside of the city limits. His granddaughter used to see him
mowing weekly and wave as he passed, however dad was concentrating on the
job he was doing that he missed her waving. While working in the restaurant and
bar business, he always enjoyed talking to people. Dad had a semi-organized tool
bench, and everything had a place. Dad had a great memory of his tools and
equipment at home. You would think that he wouldn’t notice a small hand tool
from several tools and equipment that were in various places, but it always was
surprising when he would know when a tool was missing or in the wrong place.
When we were younger, we would go camping on the summer weekends. Dad
loved sitting by the campfire and the larger the campfire, the better. Dad was not
the most communitive person and didn’t show his emotions often, however we
knew how much he cared and loved his family. A few things dad taught us by his
actions were to work hard, do your best at whatever job you are doing, and don’t
give up when times are hard. “Karsen was Grandpa’s Buddy. He had to have
suspenders just like Grandpa Buck!”

Buck died on Friday, January 13, 2023 at the Hillcrest Health Care Center at the
age of 82.

Buck is survived by his wife, Patricia; 1 daughter, Nancy (Brian) Beekman of
South Sioux City, Nebraska; 3 sons, Robert (Elizabeth “Buzzy”) Hamilton of
Hawarden, Lester (Pou) Hamilton Jr. of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and Brent
(Dana) Hamilton of Harrisburg, South Dakota; 10 grandchildren; 17 great-
grandchildren; brothers, Delbert Hamilton of Sioux Falls, Wayne (Lorraine) Hamil-
ton of Alcester, South Dakota, Jack Hamilton of Sioux Falls; sister, Angeline
(Phillip) Van Wyhe of Hawarden; and many nephews and nieces.

Buck was preceded in death by his parents; infant daughter, Susan Kay
Hamilton; grandson, Derek; brothers, Richard and his wife Janice Hamilton and
Elvin and his wife Joyce Hamilton; and sisters-in-law, Leora “Tootie” Hamilton and
Doris Hamilton.

In Loving Memory Of
Lester Lee “Buck” Hamilton

FUNERAL SERVICE
10:30 a.m. Wednesday, January 18, 2023
Trinity Lutheran Church, LCMS
Hawarden, Iowa
OFFICIATING
Rev. Joshua Lowe
ORGANIST
Jean Bertram
CONGREGATIONAL HYMNS
“Amazing Grace”

“How Great Thou Art”

“When Peace Like A River”
HONORARY CASKET BEARERS
Heather (Bushby) Burns ~ Jennifer Hamilton
Brianne (Hamilton) Forcier ~ Kayla Hamilton
Tanya (Hamilton) McPherson
CASKET BEARERS
Benjamin “BJ” Hamilton ~ Austin Hamilton
Breken Hamilton ~ Jeremy Burns
Michael Schurman ~ Jeff Schurman
INTERMENT
Grace Hill Cemetery
Hawarden, Iowa



