
CLOSE THE GATE 
For this one farmer the worries are over, lie down and rest your head, 
Your Ɵme has been and struggles enough, put the tractor in the shed. 

Years were not easy, many downright hard, 
but your faith in God transcended, 

Put away your tools and sleep in peace. 
The fences have all been mended. 

You raised a Įne family, worked the land well 
and always followed the Son, 

Hang up your shovel inside of the barn; 
your work here on earth is done.

A faith few possess led your journey through life, 
oŌen a jagged and stony way, 

The sun is seƫng, the caƩle are all bedded, 
and here now is the end of your day. 

Your love of God’s soil has passed on to your kin;
the stories Ňow like Įne wine, 

Wash oī your work boots in the puddle 
leŌ by blessed rain one Įnal Ɵme. 

You always believed that the good Lord would provide 
and He always had somehow, 

Take oī your gloves and put them down, 
no more sweat and worry for you now. 

Your labor is done, your home now is heaven; no more must you wait, 
Your legacy lives on, your love of the land, and we will close the gate.

In Loving Memory of

John "Jack" Johnson
June 20, 1930 - June 27, 2023



In Loving Memory of

John "Jack" Johnson

Funeral Service
Thursday, July 6, 2023 - 10:30
First English Lutheran Church

Tyler, Minnesota

Officiating
Pastor Dan DeBlock

Scripture
Isaiah 40:31                                                          Psalm 23
Psalm 121                                         2 Corinthians 4:16-18
2 Corinthians 5:1-7                                           John 14:1-7

Music
Organist - Terri Lovre

Soloist - Michelle Wood
"Old Rugged Cross"

Congregational Hymns
"Abide With Me"
"Amazing Grace"

Casket Bearers
Blake Johnson                    Kayla Erickson
Aaron Johnson                    Tyler Johnson

Interment
Danebod Cemetery

Tyler, Minnesota

Jack's family would like to thank everyone for their support and 
invite all guests to join in a luncheon in the fellowship hall 

following the committal service for food and encouragement.

Arrangements By
Hartquist Funeral Home

John “Jack” M. Johnson was born on June 20, 1930 to John and Ethel 
(Paul) Johnson in Lake Benton Township, Minnesota.  He was raised on 
a farm south east of Lake Benton and aƩended country school through 
eight grade.  He graduated from Tyler Public School in 1949 and 
enlisted in the Army Reserve aŌer graduaƟon.  He acƟvely served in the 
US Army from 1950 – 1952, and was a member of the Army Reserve 
from 1949 – 1957.  AŌer a short Ɵme studying to be a morƟcian at 
Augustana, Jack joined his father and his three uncles farming.  While at 
a dance at the Showboat, Jack met the love of his life Connie Larsen.  
The couple was united in marriage on August 20, 1960.  In 1963, Jack 
and Connie moved onto the Paul family farm, where they worked 
together for the next 32 years.  Farming and family were very important 
to Jack and he gave a lot of himself to managing his land and raising his 
four children, Jon, Jim, Joe, and Pat.  While raising a family on the farm, 
4-H was important to insƟll the couple’s values in their children, both 
serving many years as 4-H Leaders. In 1995, aŌer building their dream 
home, Jack and Connie “reƟred” from the farm to move to their new 
home.  Jack conƟnued to help on the farm but enjoyed traveling with 
Connie throughout the US and other countries.  On June 27, while 
residing at Lakeview Senior Living Center in Balaton, Jack passed away 
peacefully at the age of 93 years and 7 days.

Jack was an acƟve and faithful member of the First English Lutheran 
Church for all of his life, serving many years on the church council.  He 
served acƟvely in his community as a member of the American Legion 
Post #185, the Tyler Kiwanis Club, and the Tyler Lion’s Club.  Growing up 
next to Lake Benton Lake helped Jack become an avid sportsman.  He 
enjoyed several long hunƟng and Įshing trips throughout his 20’s.  In 
his reƟrement years, he turned that sense of adventure to driving his 
Ranger, helping on the farm, and golĮng. He also liked to watch his 
Minnesota teams, the Gophers, Twins, and Vikings.  The most 
important things to Jack were family, faith, and farming and this is 
where he invested a lot of himself throughout his life.  He was always 
hard working and took great care of his wife, his family, and the farm.

Jack is lovingly remembered by his children, Jon Johnson of Tyler, Jim 
(KrisƟ) Johnson of Fargo, North Dakota, Joe (Peggy) Johnson of 
Hendricks, Minnesota, and Pat (Jena) Johnson of Warsaw, Missouri; 
grandchildren Blake Johnson, Kayla (Corey) Erickson, Aaron (Sydney) 
Johnson, and Tyler (Lexy) Johnson; great-grandchildren Leslie and 
Graham Erickson; as well as many nieces and nephews.  He was 
preceded in death by his wife, Connie Johnson; parents John and Ethel 
Johnson; and siblings Joyce, Lois, and Lloyd.


