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To the Glory of God and In Loving Memory of 

Rev. Irvin Henry Bruenjes 
July 3, 1934 - July 20, 2024 

 

+ + + FUNERAL SERVICE + + + 
Thursday, July 25, 2024, 10:30 AM, Bethel Lutheran Church 

 
818 IN THEE IS GLADNESS 

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 
 
INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
P In Holy Baptism, Irvin was clothed with the robe of Christ’s 

righteousness that covered all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not 
know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have 
been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be 
united with Him in a resurrection like His. 

 
PSALM Psalm 23 (spoken in unison) 
1The Lord is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Spirit,  

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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KYRIE 
P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness 
shown to Irvin and to all Your servants who, having finished their 
course in faith, now rest from their labors. Grant that we also may 
be faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 19:23–27 

23“Oh that my words were written! 
 Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 
24Oh that with an iron pen and lead 
 they were engraved in the rock forever! 
25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
 and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
26And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
 yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
27whom I shall see for myself, 
 and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
 My heart faints within me!” 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE Revelation 7:9–17 
9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, 
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“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before 
the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our 
God forever and ever! Amen.” 
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed 
in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, 
you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the 
great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. 

15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 
 and serve him day and night in his temple; 
 and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his 

presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 
 the sun shall not strike them, 
 nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
 and he will guide them to springs of living water, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE 
P Alleluia, alleluia. 

Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 
C to Him be glory and power forever. 

Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL John 11:17–27, 32–44 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb four days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 
19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
concerning their brother. 20So when Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 
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21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, 
God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone 
who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27She 
said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who is coming into the world.” 
32Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his 
feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly 
troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he 
loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 
38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 
a stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an 
odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell 
you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank 
you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I 
said this on account of the people standing around, that they may 
believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died came 
out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped 
with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living 

together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
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     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
677 FOR ALL THE SAINTS 
 

Continued 
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5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
The King of Glory passes on His way. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from 

the dead. 
 
After each portion of the prayers: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: 

C Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 



 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS 
A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes 

in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes 
in Me will never die.” 
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A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes 

in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes 
in Me will never die.” 

 
CONCLUDING COLLECT 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the 
arms of Your mercy and bring them home. Comfort us with the 
certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful 
reunion with those we love who have died in the faith; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION and DISMISSAL 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us go forth in peace, 
C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
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490 JESUS LIVES! THE VICTORY’S WON 

Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Rev. Irvin Bruenjes, 90, Bismarck, 
passed away on July 20, 2024. 
A funeral service will be held at 
10:30AM, Thursday, July 25 at 
Bethel Lutheran Church, 615 E 
Turnpike Ave, Bismarck.  
Visitation will be held from 5:00PM 
to 6:30PM, with a prayer service 
starting at 6:30PM, Wednesday, 
July 24 at Bethel Lutheran Church. 
The service and visitation will be 
livestreamed by Bethel Lutheran 
Church. 
Interment at Zion Cemetery, New 
Salem.  
Irvin was born on July 3, 1934 in 
Girard, Kansas to Louis and 
Christina Bruenjes. In 1960, he 
graduated from Concordia 

Seminary in St. Louis, MO and served congregations in Shattuck, 
OK, Follett, TX, Abilene, KS, New Salem, ND and Glen Ullin, ND. 
He married Mary Ryan on July 11, 1959, in St. Louis, MO. They 
celebrated 65 years of marriage on July 11, 2024.  
Irvin is survived by his wife, Mary Bruenjes; son, Don (Jackie) 
Bruenjes, West Fargo, ND; daughters, Jean Marie Hall Grove, OK; 
Janelle (Toby) Hoherz Center, ND; 11 grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, four brothers, one sister, 
infant son, Phillip and one grandson, Anthony Nelson. 

Rev. Irvin Henry 
Bruenjes 

July 3, 1934 - July 20, 2024 


