
Our Vision: To encourage a closer walk with God and greater 

involvement in His Ministries in the Lincoln Nebraska area 

through the medium of A Walk in the Park. 

Our Mission: With God’s leading, we will reach out to our 

church family, sharing stories of hope, encouraging all, and pro-

moting active involvement in the various 

ministries of Piedmont Park Seventh-day  Adventist Church  

April 2020 
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March Madness 
By Pastor Michael Halfhill 
 
March madness happened. Just not in the way it  
normally does. Every year college basketball holds a 
68-team tournament called March Madness. It 
becomes the focal point for the sports world for the 
month of March. This past March no player made a 
basket. No team won, and no team lost. Because of the 
Covid 19 virus, not only college basketball, but all 
sports shut down. There was no March Madness  
basketball this year, but this was probably the craziest 
March I have ever lived. 
 
I held a board meeting where we sadly voted to 
suspend worship services and all activities at  
Piedmont Park until this pandemic has passed. It 
broke our hearts to decide not to meet in our church 
building. Suddenly everything was being canceled or 
rescheduled. Movies theaters closed their doors. All 
students are suddenly being home schooled online by 
their teachers. Camp Meeting and the General  
Conference session are both not happening this year. 
 
March was crazy, and April is not normal yet. We are 
trying to find a new normal. Trying to find new ways 
to keep ministry going at the church. I am excited that 
we are keeping our worship services going online on 
Facebook and YouTube and making them available by 
mailing DVDs.  
 
I have been blessed to hear about members finding 
ways to reach out to each other and the community by 
phone, text and other means. Like many of you, I am 
working from home. And it hasn’t been easy. But I 
believe God will see us through this time as He has in 
the past.   Continued on page 2 
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20/20 Vision 
Ray F. Daniel, 20/20 Vision Representative 
 
We’re in the last stages of our 20/20 Vision Plan. A key  
portion of this plan was to have 13 “Bring Ben” Sabbaths. 
The goal is for at least 100 families, members or guests  
to bring $100 on those days totaling $10,000.00 per  
time. Bring Ben 10, February 29, 2020, exceeded the goal  
by $3,000.00 for a total of $13, 141.82. 
 
We’ve spent $432,000.00 so far and have received $397,000.00 in contributions. The 
$35,000.00 difference has been met from our $200,000.00 loan. We’ve incurred $5,636.46 
in interest on that loan to date. Since it’s become clear we won’t need the full $200,000.00 the 
church board just voted to return $100,000.00 to the loaning organization. 
 
A $100,000 donor challenge is continuing to be matched with over half achieved to date. 
When the full $100,000.00 match is achieved 20/20 Vision should be complete! 
 
Online Services  

We are the church! Let's join together on Sabbath morning 
from wherever we are and worship the God who made us 
and loves us! Piedmont Park Seventh-day Adventist 
Church will post Sabbath School and Church Service on 
Facebook and on YouTube (addresses below). We invite 
you to gather around, and let's worship together!  
  
1 Corinthians 12:27 
"Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a 
part of it." 
  
Online Worship each Sabbath during Social Distancing: 
Sabbath School @ 10am CST 
Church Service @ 11am CST  
www.facebook.com/piedmontparksda 
www.youtube.com/piedmontparkchurch 
 

Prayer Meeting  

Join us for a social distancing Prayer Meeting via  
conference call each Wednesday at 6:30pm. Call (617) 
829-6816. You will be asked to state your name. Whoever 
is already on the call will be able to hear you come on. 
 
If you are unable to get on the call after a couple of  
attempts you can try texting CALL ME to the dial in 
number (617) 829-6816. 
 
Prayer Meeting is led by Steve & Kaye Duden. 

God is in Control 

By Eula Key 

Psalm 139:17-18 “How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!  How great is the sum 

of them!  If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I 

am still with You.” 

These words have become so precious to me - that God Himself loves and thinks about me all 
the time.  God, who is life, connects with me so that I can continue to have His life forever even 
if I die in this world.  The God, who runs the entire universe, wants to spend time with me!  He 
also is able to spend precious moments like these with each person in the world!  So yes, when 
I awake each morning, I am glad I am still with Him, as the verse states.  He is the reason I do 
awake, and I want Him to know that I am happy to be conscious and able to say Good Morning 
to Him.  I usually say "Good Morning Heavenly Father, Good Morning Jesus, Good Morning 
Holy Spirit, I invite You into my life today to say and do the things that please You and bring 
glory to Your name.”  Then whatever happens, I have given my life to the Lord. At night, I look 
to see what miracles He has done and what failures I have made.  I thank Him for His miracles 
and ask forgiveness for my failures.  I look forward to reading His word and praying to Him 
each day.  I enjoy my time with Him, so whatever happens, good or bad, by His grace, I am still 
with God.  

I pray that our God, who knows the end from the beginning, helps us all to realize He is in  
control.  He sees the big picture and He knows what is best in all situations.  He knows that He 
can turn the evil that Satan does to us around and make something good come out of it.  We 
can trust Him to do what is right for us, regardless of what happens in our lives.  Let’s pray for 
those who are suffering and for their families.  Let’s comfort one another with prayer even if we 
don’t get to see one another.  God has precious thoughts of each one of us personally.  He 
wants to comfort each one of us each day of our lives.  His thoughts are precious toward YOU 
today.  Isn’t that good news, even when things aren’t going the best?  Praise God!  He is in  
control and working everything out behind the scenes for each one of us, even this Coronavirus 
pandemic.  

 

Life, continued 

A few years after one of these weeks of prayer, four academy boys were going too fast on a 
curvy road and three of them were killed. One was a boy who had written a page in the book. At 
his funeral it was on display in the foyer for attendees to read how he had learned life ends. Far 
too soon, he experienced it first-hand. 

Many are dying right now all around the world due to this terrible pandemic. We can only pray 
that they have chosen to accept the offer of eternal life. 

John 3:16 (KJV) “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that  
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
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Life 

By Pastor Ray Daniel 

I’ve given weeks of prayer at schools on the subject of life. The purpose was to expose the  
students to life’s realities. It might seem gruesome to speak with them about longevity and 
death at their young age, but I discovered it more pertinent and meaningful than I would have 
imagined. 
 
Each day’s talk would include stories of individuals dying at varying ages from young to older. I 
would give them daily assignments to reinforce the stories. One day they were asked to write a 
one-page paper on how they learned that life ends. Another day, to read the obituaries in the 
local paper and find the shortest and longest life. Another day to walk through a cemetery and 
find the shortest and longest life. Another day to research longevity studies. Sound like  
something appropriate for young children? Something they would really get excited about? 
Well, they did. 
 
One boy said in his paper “I learned life ends on the way to the ABC with my mother. I saw a 
bird lying on the road and asked my mother what was wrong with it. She said it was dead, 
and that’s how I learned life ends.” Another boy wrote, “I learned that life ends when my 
mother died.” That one really hit me. I asked his teacher, “His mother died?” She told me it had 
happened about a year ago. He must have been only 9 or 10 years old! I suddenly realized some 
of these children knew more about life’s realities than I would have dreamed. 
 
I wanted them to understand that we get no guaranteed amount of time on this earth. Some are 
born dead and never live one day. Others only get a few days or years. If we’re satisfied with the 
amount of time we get and that’s all we want, that’s our decision. But if we want more than 
that, it’s available! 
 
I told them, “What if you were walking down the street and saw a beautiful red Lamborghini 
parked on the curb? A man walks up to you and says, ‘You like my car?’  And you say, ‘O yes! 
I love your car.’ He says, ‘How’d you like to have my car?’ You say, ‘I’d love to have your car, 
but I could never afford it.’ He says, ‘What would you give me for my car?’ You say, ‘All I have 
is this pen in my pocket.’ He replies, ‘Would you give me your pen for my car?’ You say, ‘Oh 
yes!’” Then I ask the children, “Do you think that would be a good deal?” 
 
Then I tell them, “What if you were walking down the street and a man walks up to you and 
says ‘How’d you like to live forever?’ You say, ‘Absolutely!’ He says, ‘What will you give me 
for that? 10 years of your life? 20 years of your life, 50 years of your life? 75 years of your 
life? Would you be willing to give me your entire life?’” Then I ask them, “Do you think that’s a 
good deal?”  
The week concludes with a large cake with the words on top “Happy 10 Millionth Birthday”. 
The students are given candles and asked to put them on the cake if it is their choice to accept 
this deal and live forever. During the week I’ve taken their one-page papers to a bindery and 
had them made into a book with all their names listed as the authors. I present this book to the 
students at the end of the week and tell them they are now published authors! The schools 
treasure it and keep it in their library. 
         Continued on page 5 

 

Hope Awakens presented by IT IS WRITTEN 
By Vanessa Schaecher 
 
Piedmont Park Seventh-day Adventist Church is  
excited to be offering the Hope Awakens series  
from It Is Written. The series begins on April 17. 
 To learn more and to reserve your spot for this  
free virtual event, go to Piedmont’s Facebook page  
or website (links are below) to find the  
RESERVATION link. After you reserve your spot,  
you will receive information on how to view the  
series from the comfort of your own home. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/144011375635715/posts/2851140058256153/?
sfnsn=mo&extid=hcibtDbVeqgDAoZY 
 
https://www.piedmontparksda.org/calendar/detail/146?date=2020-04-17 
 
 
 
Journey to the Cross 
By Vanessa Schaecher 
 
Have you ever wondered what it 
might have  been like to be in  
Jerusalem on the day Jesus died on 
the cross?  Piedmont Park is happy 
to  present an ONLINE version of 
Journey to the Cross , April 11 at 
2pm.  
 
Gather around your computer or phone or TV and 
experience a journey that ends not at a  
cross nor at a tomb...  
 
The video will premiere at 2pm on April 11 (Sabbath) 
on Piedmont Park’s YouTube Channel 
(www.youtube.com/piedmontparkchurch) and 
will be available allEaster weekend, so we invite you 
to share the link on your social media pages or  
e-mails and invite your family and friends to view it 
as well!  
 
You can find out more about this event at 
www.piedmontparksda.org/journey or  
https://www.facebook.com/
events/237946820733643/  
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