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Celebrant and preacher: Revd Stephen Baxter, Priest-in-Charge
Music recorded by: St Stephen Voices
Organist and Director of Music: Dr Andrew Earis
Mass setting: Mass of St Thomas by David Thorne
Cover image: Opening words of John’s gospel in Greek

Week commencing 15th February 2021 at St Stephen Walbrook
Tuesday
Audio file of Start:Stop reflection released on website
Ash Wednesday
9am - Morning Prayer from the Book of Common Prayer by conference call.
All welcome to dial in:
Free dial-in on 0330 9981 320 - access code: 464351#
6pm – Video of Choral Evensong for Ash Wednesday released on website
Thursday
7.30pm – 8.30pm – Signs of Life – an exploration of John’s Gospel on Thursdays in
Lent – community bible study by zoom closing with Compline
All welcome to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7739658327.
Friday
Video of Sung Eucharist for Ash Wednesday released on website
Morning and Night are available every day through the London Internet Church
section of the church’s website: https://ststephenwalbrook.net/internet-church/
Contact:
Website: https://ststephenwalbrook.net
Email: priest@ststephenwalbrook.net
Phone: 07739658327
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Introit: Fairest Lord Jesus arranged by Martin How (b.1931)
Fairest Lord Jesus,
Lord of all creation
Jesus, of God and Mary the Son;
thee will I cherish,
thee will I honour,
O thou my soul's delight and crown.
Fair are the meadows
fairer still the woodlands,
robed in the verdure and bloom of spring.
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,
he makes the saddest heart to sing.
Fair are the flowers,
fairer still the sons of men.
in all the freshness of youth arrayed;
yet is their beauty
fading and fleeting;
my Jesus, thine will never fade.
Münster Gesangbuch (1677), Schoenster Herr Jesu, Herrscher alles Erden
Joseph Augustus Seiss (1823-1904), tr Lilian Sinclair Stevenson (1870-1960)
© Oxford University Press
The Welcome
Almighty God,
unto whom all hearts be open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee,
and worthily magnify thy holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen
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The choir sings the Kyrie
Lord have mercy
Christ have mercy
Lord have mercy

The Ministry of the Word
The Lord be with you
And with thy spirit
Let us pray
The Collect
O Lord God, who seest that we put not our trust in any thing that we do; Mercifully
grant that by thy power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
Epistle
Colossians 1:15-20
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things
in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for
him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so
that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his
cross.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
The Gospel
The holy Gospel is written in the 1st chapter of the Gospel according to
St John, beginning at the 1st verse.
Glory be to thee, O Lord
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
This is the gospel of the Lord
Praise be to thee, O Christ
Address
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven.
Offertory hymn: All creatures of our God and King
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All creatures of our God and King
lift up your voice and with us sing
Alleluia, alleluia.
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
thou silver moon with softer gleam,
O praise him, O praise him,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
ye clouds that sail in heaven along,
O praise him, alleluia.
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,
ye lights of evening, find a voice;
Chorus
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Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia, alleluia.
Thou fire so masterful and bright,
that givest hearts both warmth and light:
Chorus

5

4

Dear mother earth, who day by day
unfoldest blessings on our way,
O praise him, alleluia.
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,
let them his glory also show:
Chorus
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Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness;
O praise him, alleluia.
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three in One;
Chorus

William Henry Draper (1855-1933)
based on Laudato sii, O me signore St Francis of Assisi's Canticle of the Sun
Intercessions
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer
Invitation to Confession
Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity
with your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments
of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: draw near with faith, and take
this holy sacrament to your comfort; and make your humble confession to almighty
God.
The Confession
Almighty God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
maker of all things, judge of all men:
we acknowledge and bewail
our manifold sins and wickedness,
which we, from time to time,
most grievously have committed,
by thought, word and deed,
against thy divine majesty,
provoking most justly thy wrath
and indignation against us.
We do earnestly repent,
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and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us;
the burden of them is intolerable.
Have mercy upon us,
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may ever hereafter
serve and please thee in newness of life,
to the honour and glory of thy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The Absolution
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
who of his great mercy
hath promised forgiveness of sins to all them that
with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him:
have mercy upon you;
pardon and deliver you from all your sins;
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness;
and bring you to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The Comfortable Words
Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all who truly turn to him.
Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.
(St. Matt. xi. 28)
So God loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
(St. John iii. 16)
The Prayer of Humble Access
We do not presume
to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in thy manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy so much as to gather up
the crumbs under thy table.
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But thou art the same Lord,
whose property is always to have mercy:
grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Ministry of the Sacrament
The Lord be with you
And with thy spirit
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up unto the Lord
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God
It is meet and right so to do
It is very meet, right and our bounden duty,
that we should at all times, and in all places,
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty, everlasting God.
Therefore, with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we laud and magnify thy glorious name,
evermore praising thee, and singing:
The choir sings the Sanctus and Benedictus
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the highest.
The Prayer of Consecration
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only
Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there
(by his one oblation of himself once offered) a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice,
oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his
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holy gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious
death, until his coming again:
Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we
receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour
Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be
partakers of his most blessed body and blood:
Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread; and, when he had given
thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you: do this in remembrance of me.
Likewise after supper he took the cup; and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new testament, which is
shed for you and for many for the remission of sins: do this, as oft as ye shall drink
it, in remembrance of me.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies,
to be a reasonable, holy and lively sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee, that
all we, who are partakers of this holy communion, may be fulfilled with thy grace
and heavenly benediction through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom,
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father almighty,
world without end. Amen
And now as our Saviour Christ hath commanded and taught us, we are bold to say
Our Father, which art in heaven
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The distribution of Holy Communion
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The choir sings the Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.
Communion anthem: O Lord of every shining constellation (A Bayly 1901-84)
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O Lord of every shining constellation
that wheels in splendour through the midnight sky,
grant us your Spirit's true illumination
to read the secrets of your work on high.
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You, Lord, have made the atom's hidden forces,
your laws its mighty energies fulfil;
teach us, to whom you give such rich resources,
in all we use, to serve your holy will.
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O Life, awaking life in cell and tissue,
from flower to bird, from beast to brain of man
heIp us to trace, from birth to final issue,
the sure unfolding of your age-long plan.
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You, Lord, have stamped your image on your creatures,
and, though they mar that image, love them still;
lift up our eyes to Christ, that in his features
we may discern the beauty of your will.
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Great Lord of nature, shaping and renewing,
you made us more than nature's sons to be;
you help us tread, with grace our souls enduing,
the road to life and immortality.

Albert F. Bayly (1901-1984)
© Oxford University Press
Prayer after Communion
Almighty and ever-living God, we most heartily thank thee, for that thou dost
vouchsafe to feed us, who have duly received these holy mysteries, with the
spiritual food of the most precious body and blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favour and goodness towards us; and that
we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, which is the
blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs through hope of thy
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everlasting kingdom, by the merits of the most precious death and passion of thy
dear Son. And we most humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with
thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works
as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen.
The Blessing
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: and the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you
and all those whom you love, today and always. Amen.
Hymn: O worship the King
1

O worship the King all glorious above;
O gratefully sing his power and his love;
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise.
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O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;
his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm..
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Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.
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Frail children of dust and feeble as frail,
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;
thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end!
our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend.
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O measureless might, ineffable love,
while angels delight to hymn thee above,
thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise.

William Kethe (fl.1559-1594), Robert Grant (1779-1838)
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