
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Services At: 
West Zion Lutheran Church — Hancock, Minnesota 

Monday — November 14, 2022 — 1:00 p.m. 
 

Officiating Clergy: 
Reverend Steve Carmany 

 
Musician:  

Norma Jeitz 
 

Musical Selections:  
“Children of the Heavenly Father” 

“Amazing Grace” 
“Beautiful Savior”  

 
Pallbearers: 

Michael Loney, Michael Loney II 
Ayden Loney, Brandon Ruiter  

 
Honorary Pallbearers: 

Brian Banister  
 

Internment: 
West Zion Lutheran Cemetery  

Hancock, Minnesota 

 

 

Celebrating The Life Of 
 

Sylvia D. Maanum 
December 2, 1931 — November 7, 2022 



 
 
 

 

 
S ylvia Deloris Maanum was born to Ed and Mae Maanum on December 2, 1931 on 

the family farm in Hoff Township. Sylvia was one of seven children that would  
eventually move with her parents to Starbuck, Minnesota, where she would graduate 
second in her class in 1951. After graduation, Sylvia moved to Minneapolis where she 
worked for International Harvester balancing their parts records; she remained there 
until her retirement. 
 
Auntie Sylvia, as many would call her, shared a home with her sister Elaine in New 
Hope. She was always available to attend the many activities of her nieces and  
nephews, including choir concerts at church, school and sports activities, birthdays, 
graduations, and weddings. And then, there were the weekends and holidays on Lake 
Minnewaska where she taught her nieces and nephews to waterski and swim. As the 
family documentarian, Sylvia always had her camera handy to take pictures of all the 
of family celebrations, awards, and events.  
 
Throughout her life, Sylvia went on many adventures, including trips to New York, 
California, Alaska, the Bad Lands, Australia, Hawaii, and Paris. She was also able to 
enjoy skiing in Aspen and Vail as well as ride the train to Alaska. Some of her most 
memorable trips were to her ancestral home in Norway, where her dad and uncles  
emigrated from.  
 
While Sylvia and sister Elaine shared a home in New Hope, the two made quite the 
pair. Sylvia was the driver as Aunt Elaine did not drive (luckily). She also took care of 
the house, garden, and pool, while Elaine thankfully cooked. Sylvia was eventually 
introduced to poodles by her niece Judy, and, seeing how expensive it was to groom 
them, went for her dog grooming certificate. This would come in handy with her own 
poodles: DeJa’Vu, Pasha, Gigi, Koko, and the family dog, Shadow.  
 
Sylvia and Elaine were Minnesota Twins fans, attending many games as season ticket 
holders. They also attended Kirby Puckett’s induction into the Hall of Fame at 
Cooperstown. And, when the bobbleheads came out, they would stand in line for hours 
to get their free one. The two also collected pictures of the players as well as signed 
memorabilia, including bats, balls, and, of course, homer hankies. Along with her 
baseball souvenirs, Sylvia also collected the promotional Santa Bears from Dayton’s.  
 
As the family aged, Sylvia and her siblings cared for their aging parents until their 
passing. Family needs were always very important to them. Sylvia will always be  
remembered as a quiet, gentle lady with a strong faith and an indominable spirit. She 
was loved and will be missed.  
 
Sylvia passed away peacefully on Monday, November 7, 2022 while in memory care 
in Osseo, Minnesota; she was 91 years old.  
 
Sylvia is preceded in death by her parents Ed and Mae Maanum; siblings: Elaine,  
Allwin, Marvin, Dorraine, Devon, and Claryce. She is survived by her many beloved 

nieces and nephews.  
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