
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; 

    do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you and help you; 

    I will uphold you with my righteous right hand..” 

 

“For I am the LORD your God 

    who takes hold of your right hand 

and says to you, Do not fear; 

    I will help you.”  
† 

Isaiah 41:10,13 

 
 
 
 

Funeral Service 
Saturday, September 10, 2022 ~ 2:00 p.m. 

Trinity Free Lutheran Church 
Rural McIntosh, Minnesota 

 

Officiating 
Rev. Dave Jore 

 

Pianist 
Jesse Moan 

 

Congregational Hymns 
“My God How Wonderful Thou Art” 

“Now Thank We All Our God” 
“All the Way My Savior Leads Me” 

 

Pallbearers 
(Grandsons) 

Walter Rolf  ~  Peder Aadahl  ~  Josiah Rolf 
Daniel Rolf  ~  Joshua Rolf  ~  Steven Peterson 

John Peterson 
 

Place of Rest 
Trinity Free Lutheran Cemetery 

Rural McIntosh, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harriet Rolf Tribute Video 
Hold phone camera over the qr code above 

 
 
 



    Harriet Irene (Nelson) Rolf was born at home in Arena Township, Lac Qui Parle County 
MN on November 30, 1921, to Henry G., Nelson and Inga Annette (Sorby) Nelson.  Harriet 
was baptized at home from Loken Church on December 29, 1921.  Harriet started 
attending school at District 91 near Haydenville in 1927 and soon broke her arm.  Because 
she was still 5 years old, her parents decided to keep her home and she restarted school in 
1928.  Harriet was confirmed May 17, 1936, at First Lutheran Church in Madison, MN and 
graduated from High School in Madison in 1940.  Her father quit farming because of health 
concerns and the family moved off the farm and into Madison when Harriet was a 
Sophomore.  After graduating High School, Harriet attended Normal Teacher Training in 
Madison and graduated in 1941.  During the next two years, Harriet taught country School 
in districts # 83 and #7 in Lac Qui Parle County.  In the fall of 1943, Harriet and her sister 
Marian moved to Minneapolis.  Harriet got a job in the office at Lutheran Deaconess 
Hospital and enrolled at Lutheran Bible Institute.  Harriet kept this job until she graduated 
from LBI in 1945.   
    While at LBI, Harriet met Kenneth Rolf from McIntosh and in the summer of 1945 she 
moved to McIntosh and got a job at Dale’s Café in order to check out the area.  She rented 
a room at the Clara Vaatveit home.  In the fall of 1945, she was hired by two Lutheran 
Churches as a Parochial School Teacher in Henrichs, MN.  She taught classes five days a 
week at the City Hall.  She resigned her job on April 1, 1946 and moved home to Madison.  
On April 26, 1946, she was united in marriage to Kenneth Rolf at First Lutheran Church in 
Madison.  They made their home on a farm in Lessor Township for the next 66 years.  They 
had six children:  James, Mary, John, Naomi, Joel, and Paul.  Harriet became immediately 
involved in Trinity Lutheran Church teaching Sunday School and VBS.  She was involved in 
Sunday School as a teacher for over 50 years.  She also served as Sunday School 
Superintendent some years.  Harriet loved to plan Sunday School programs and teach 
preschool children in particular.  In  1977 Harriet authored the AFLC WMF Bible Study on 
Philippians, a book of the Bible she had memorized,  and also served as an officer on the 
WMF board for a number of years.  Harriet was very happy to get a new house on the farm 
in 1962 so she could have running water and an indoor bathroom. In 1983 Harriet and 
Kenneth traveled to Israel on a tour and in 1993 they went to Norway for the graduation of 
a Grandson.  While in Norway she was also very excited to meet her first cousins who lived 
there. In 1994 she and Kenneth built another new house on a different site on the farm.  In 
2013 they sold their house on the farm and moved to Greenleaf Assisted Living in Thief 
River Falls.  In November of 2014 they moved to the Country Place in Erskine.  While there, 
Kenneth died on March 31, 2016.  In November of 2017 Harriet moved to Pioneer 
Memorial Care Center following a fall. 
    Central to Harriet’s life was her deep faith in God.  She shared it with her family and all 
who knew her and it sustained her all her life.  Harriet had the gift of hospitality and always 
welcomed visitors. 
    Harriet was preceded in death by her parents, husband, two sisters:  Marian (P. Howard) 
Henderson, Bernice (Harold) Halvorson, and three half-sisters: Mabel (Otto) Schultz, 
Myrtle (Tom) Tobias and Gladys Nelson. 
 Harriet is survived by her six children: James (Mary), Mary (Lyle) Aadahl, John, Naomi 
(Wayne) Peterson, Joel (Mary-Ann), and Paul (Darlene).  
    Twelve grandchildren: Walter (Ann) Rolf, Audrey (Shawn) Adrian, Peder (Alison) Aadahl, 
Steven, Ruth and John Peterson, Sarah (Jeremy) Vance, Christina (Jake) Hill, Josiah 
(Courtney) Rolf, Daniel (Kayla) Rolf, Joshua (Kelsey) Rolf and Hannah Rolf. 
    19 Great Grandchildren: Jakob and Gracia Rolf; James, Alette and Thea Adrian; Brady, 
Noelle and Addie Aadahl; Grace, Christian and Annamarie Vance; Evan, Brielle, Ava and 
Jayla Hill; Dagne, Henrik and Thorin Rolf; and Kensley Rolf.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may 
sing for joy and be glad all our days.” Psalm 90:14 

Celebrating the Life of 

Harriet Irene Rolf 
November 30, 1921  ~  August 30, 2022 


