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Reverend Barry McFadden, Eulogist 

Mr. Michael Bernard Kelly
“MIKE”

CELEBRATING THE LIFE, LOVE, AND LEGACY
IN LOVING MEMORY OF



Reflections of Life
Mr. Michael Bernard Kelly was born September 9, 1962, the son of Georgia Mae “Jack” 
Spears Kelly and the late Leroy “Roy” Kelly. He passed away on Saturday, June 26, 2021 
in United States Virgin Islands.

“Mike” as he was affectionately called attended school in Florence County and was a 
proud graduate of South Florence High School Class of 1980. He loved clowning around 
in High School and got put out every other week for his mischief. He later gained Higher 
Learning Education at North Carolina Agricultural And Technical State University 
(NCAT) in Greensboro, North Carolina.

Michael received Christ as his Lord and Savior at an early age. He joined Greater Saint 
Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church in the Claussen Community, where he served 
on the Usher Board. He later joined Salem United Methodist Church also in Claussen 
Community and continue his commitment to God and the Church by serving as a door 
keeper on the Usher Board and Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) Board.

Michael was united in holy matrimony to Gail Kennedy on January 2, 1988. This union 
was blessed with three children.

Michael was currently coaching a basketball team which he loved to do. He enjoyed 
sports and working with young boys in all types of sports. He loved his grandchildren 
and carried them everywhere he went, especially to Grandma Jack’s house every Sunday.  
Everywhere Michael went he would say something to make you laugh before he left.

Michael was preceded in death by his father, Leroy Kelly.

Michael leaves to cherish his precious memories: his wife, Gail Kelly; two sons, Justin 
Kelly and Travis Kelly; one daughter, Jalesa Kelly; four grandchildren, Travis, Jr., Lauren, 
Zyla’Grace, and Justin, Jr.; his mother, Georgia Mae “Jack” Spears Kelly; two brothers, 
William (Edna) Kelly and Reginald (Louvenia) Kelly; one sister, Michelle (Riley) James; 
his mother-in-law, Lillian Kennedy; a sister-in-law, Vontella (Ernie) James; one brother-
in-law, Gerald (Natalia) Kennedy; ten aunts, a special aunt, Mary Barcus , whom he loved 
dearly, Martha Harley, Nancy Harley, Norecer Harley, Emma James, Dorothy Hennix, 
Barbara Hennix, Neverseen Hines, Ethelene Kennedy, and Missouri Kennedy; seven 
uncles, Ivory Joe (Diane) Hennix, Eddie Hennix, Ricky (Sheila) Hennix, Major Hennix, 
Robert Gee, George Gee, and Michael (Idella) Gee; and a host of nieces, nephews, other 
relatives, and dear friends.



Reverend Ralph W. Canty, Sr., Officiating
Pastor • Savannah Grove Baptist Church • Florence, South Carolina

PRELUDE

PROCESSIONAL ........................................................................................ Clergy and Family

HYMN ...................................................................................................... “Blessed Assurance”

PRAYER ......................................................................................... Reverend Barry McFadden

SCRIPTURE READINGS ......................................................Mrs. Vontella Kennedy James
Sister-in-law

     Old Testament .....................................Deuteronomy 31:8 - Psalms 46:10 – Psalms 100:5
     New Testament .................................................................................................I Peter 5:6-11

EXPRESSIONS OF LOVE (Two Minutes, Please)
     IKS Representative .................................................................................Mr. Corey Dickson
     Friend ......................................................................................................Mr. Randall Ponder
     Brother-in-law.............................................................................................. Mr. Ernie James
     Brothers ............................................................... Mr. William Kelly & Mr. Reginald Kelly

SOLO ........................ “You Made A Way” ..................................... Reverend Lathonia Barnes
Pastor • Fletcher Grove Baptist Church • Laurinburg, North Carolina

WORDS OF COMFORT ............................................................ Reverend Barry McFadden
Saint Michael United Methodist Church • Kingstree, South Carolina

SOLO .......................... “Nobody Greater” ...................................... Reverend Lathonia Barnes
Pastor • Fletcher Grove Baptist Church • Laurinburg, North Carolina
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“Really Gonna Miss You”

Really gonna miss you
It’s really gonna be different without you

Time is gonna be hard and slow
For the rest of my life

I’m gonna be thinking about you
(Yes, I am)

Time came when you had to go

I’ll miss you my buddy
I’ll miss you my friend

I promise my love for you will never end

In your finest hour, I was there with you 
And without you things won’t be the same

But there’s a higher power that we answer to 
And you heard Him calling your name

Really gonna miss you
Everything about you, your smiling face

I know you want us all to be strong

Really gonna miss you 
I know you’re gone to that higher place

Singing you a brand new song

I’ll miss you my brother
I’ll miss you my friend

I know that my love for you will never end

REALLY GONNA MISS YOU

Your Brothers



Let Me Go
By Christina Rossetti

S

SERVICES ENTRUSTED TO:

Smith Funeral Home Of Florence, LLC
“Your Loved Ones Deserve the Best”

307 S. Johns Street • Florence, South Carolina 29506
Phone: 843-662-7192 • Fax: 843-662-8020

Email: smithsfuneral@bellsouth.net • www.smithfuneralhomesc.com
Serving the Pee Dee Since 1950

Felicia Smith - LFD, Manager  •  J. Lawrence Smith, II – Third Generation

When I come to the end of the road
And the sun has set for me

I want no rites in a gloom filled room
Why cry for a soul set free?”

Words are inadequate to express the humbleness and gratefulness we feel toward all who have 
consoled us during our bereavement. May God richly bless each of you in a very special way.

The Family
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