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Elberton, Georgia

Mr.ΎBlueΎBlack,ΎageΎ88,ΎjoinedΎhisΎLordΎandΎSaviorΎonΎ
Wednesday,ΎOctoberΎ23,Ύ2024,ΎascendingΎtoΎheavenΎwithΎhisΎ101stΎ
AirborneΎDivisionΎwings,ΎfromΎSt.ΎMary’sΎHospitalΎinΎAthens.ΎHisΎ
homeΎwasΎinΎtheΎoakΎ"hollers"ΎofΎRuckersville,ΎGA,ΎhisΎfavoriteΎ
placeΎonΎearth.

BornΎJamieΎDellΎBlackΎinΎElberton,ΎGAΎonΎJuneΎ25,Ύ1936,ΎheΎwasΎ
nicknamedΎ“Blue”ΎatΎaΎyoungΎage.ΎOneΎofΎtwelveΎchildren,ΎheΎisΎ
precededΎinΎdeathΎbyΎhisΎparents,ΎWillieΎFloydΎBlack,ΎSr.ΎandΎAnnieΎ
LouΎMattoxΎBlack;ΎandΎsiblings:ΎWillieΎFloydΎBlack,ΎJr.,ΎMelvinΎLeeΎ
Black,ΎCharlesΎBaileyΎBlack,ΎWilmaΎLouiseΎThomas,ΎPeggyΎJoyceΎ
Black,ΎandΎaΎstillbornΎsibling;ΎandΎhisΎson,ΎTerryΎBlack.ΎSurvivingΎ
siblingsΎareΎStewartΎWayneΎBlackΎofΎJackson,ΎGA,ΎBarbaraΎJeanΎ
WinnΎofΎElberton,ΎGA,ΎAllenΎMattoxΎBlackΎofΎElberton,ΎGA,ΎMaryΎ
AnneΎWorleyΎofΎElberton,ΎGA,ΎandΎRobertΎDwightΎBlackΎofΎ
Elberton,ΎGA.

Additionally,ΎheΎisΎsurvivedΎbyΎhisΎwifeΎofΎ50Ύyears,ΎMaryΎAnnΎ
DriverΎBlackΎofΎElberton,ΎGA;Ύchildren:ΎBarryΎBlackΎofΎElberton,Ύ
GA,ΎSheilaΎ(Todd)ΎBryantΎofΎBowman,ΎGA,ΎDouglasΎBlackΎofΎ
Elberton,ΎGA,ΎandΎLeslieΎWhiteΎofΎGainesville,ΎGA;Ύdaughter-in-law,Ύ
MelissaΎBlackΎofΎHartwell,ΎGA;Ύgrandchildren:ΎTerryΎMiddleton,Ύ
AshleyΎLinder,ΎChristopherΎBlack,ΎNicholasΎBlack,ΎCaseyΎBlack,Ύ
MorganΎBlack,ΎJaseyΎWhite,ΎMadisonΎYork,ΎandΎMattieΎWhite;ΎandΎaΎ
hostΎofΎnieces,Ύnephews,ΎandΎotherΎrelatives.

AΎlifelongΎresidentΎofΎElbertΎCounty,ΎGA,ΎBlueΎservedΎhisΎ
countryΎfaithfullyΎinΎtheΎUnitedΎStatesΎArmy.ΎHeΎservedΎduringΎtheΎ
VietnamΎWarΎwithΎtheΎ101stΎAirborneΎDivision,ΎsomethingΎofΎwhichΎ
heΎwasΎveryΎproud.ΎHeΎwasΎaΎmemberΎofΎHistoricΎRuckersvilleΎ
Church,ΎformerlyΎRuckersvilleΎMethodistΎChurch.ΎHisΎcareerΎwasΎ
spentΎinΎElbertΎCounty'sΎworldΎrenownΎgraniteΎindustryΎwhereΎ
BlueΎwasΎ"secondΎtoΎnone"ΎasΎaΎquarryman,ΎwhoΎwhenΎothersΎ
couldΎnot,ΎalwaysΎfoundΎtheΎhighestΎqualityΎgraniteΎsawΎblocksΎthatΎ
becameΎsomeΎofΎtheΎ˛nestΎstoneΎmemorialsΎthatΎleftΎElbertonΎtoΎ
serveΎworld-wide,ΎasΎeverlastingΎtributesΎinΎbuildings,ΎpublicΎ
displays,ΎandΎforΎthoseΎinΎaΎ˛nalΎstateΎofΎrest.ΎBlueΎwasΎtheΎ"NoΎ
Fear"ΎposterΎboy,ΎknownΎforΎclimbingΎalongΎaΎcraneΎboomΎhangingΎ
overΎaΎ200-foot-deepΎquarryΎbare-footed,Ύbare-chestedΎandΎ
wearingΎonlyΎjeansΎtoΎreplaceΎaΎbrokenΎsteelΎcable.

BlueΎgrewΎupΎasΎaΎdyedΎinΎtheΎwool,ΎcountryΎboy.ΎHeΎ
epitomizedΎHankΎWilliam'sΎsongΎ"AΎCountryΎBoyΎCanΎSurvive".Ύ
BlueΎwasΎtheΎunvarnished,ΎrealΎdeal.ΎHeΎwasΎanΎavidΎoutdoorsmanΎ
whoΎwasΎpassionateΎaboutΎpursuingΎwildΎgameΎanimalsΎtheΎLordΎ
blessedΎthisΎearthΎwith.ΎAsΎtheΎsunΎset,ΎandΎtheΎstarsΎcameΎout,Ύ
Blue'sΎsurvivalistΎskillsΎwereΎputΎonΎfullΎdisplay,ΎasΎhisΎhighlyΎ
trainedΎBlueΎTickΎhoundsΎwereΎunleashedΎtoΎpursueΎtheΎmaskedΎ
banditΎthatΎprowledΎtheΎoakΎhollers,ΎtheΎraccoon.ΎBlueΎwasΎhandsΎ
downΎtheΎ“bestΎcoonΎhunter”ΎinΎtheΎsoutheast,ΎandΎsinceΎ"coons"Ύ
areΎnotΎreallyΎpresentΎinΎtheΎrestΎofΎtheΎU.S.,ΎheΎhasΎtheΎdistinctΎ
honorΎofΎbeingΎ#1ΎinΎthisΎcountry.ΎManyΎElbertΎCountians,ΎyoungΎ
andΎold,ΎhaveΎfondΎmemoriesΎofΎBlueΎwhileΎcoon-huntingΎwithΎhim,Ύ
trekkingΎforΎmilesΎthruΎpitch-blackΎwoodsΎinΎtheΎweeΎhoursΎofΎtheΎ
morningΎtoΎ˛ndΎaΎtreedΎcoon.ΎBlueΎhadΎinternalΎGPSΎthatΎneverΎ
failed,ΎyearsΎbeforeΎGPSΎwasΎdeveloped.ΎHisΎself-taughtΎsurvivalistΎ
andΎhuntingΎskillsΎwouldΎbeΎtheΎenvyΎofΎanyΎoneΎofΎtheΎtopΎ
contestantsΎwhoΎeverΎtookΎpartΎinΎtheΎrealityΎshowsΎ'"Survivor"ΎandΎ
Alone".

HisΎcoonΎhuntingΎexpertiseΎwasΎonlyΎovershadowedΎbyΎhisΎ
legendaryΎmarksmanΎskillsΎwhichΎleftΎnoΎdeer,Ύturkey,Ύrabbit,Ύ
squirrel,Ύdove,ΎorΎquailΎwithΎanyΎchanceΎwhatsoeverΎtoΎescapeΎtheΎ
supperΎtable.ΎAmongstΎhisΎsixΎotherΎhighlyΎcompetitiveΎhuntingΎ
brothersΎandΎdespiteΎveryΎcloseΎcompetition,ΎBlueΎwas,ΎwithoutΎ
question,ΎtheΎtopΎsharpshooter.ΎBlueΎcouldΎthrowΎupΎaΎpennyΎandΎ
hitΎitΎaΎsplitΎsecondΎlaterΎwithΎaΎ.22ΎcaliberΎbullet.ΎWhileΎheΎhasΎ
departedΎfromΎaΎshortΎadventureΎonΎearth,ΎhisΎlegacyΎwillΎremainΎ
withΎthoseΎwhoΎknewΎandΎheardΎaboutΎhim.ΎHisΎearthlyΎspiritΎwillΎ
roamΎandΎliveΎforeverΎinΎtheΎoakΎhollersΎandΎ˛eldsΎheΎmadeΎhisΎrealΎ
home,ΎinΎconstantΎpursuitΎofΎwildlife.Ύ


