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The Data Atlas of the World brings global indicators to life through a series of infographic world maps, created 

manually using Adobe Illustrator for visualization and Microsoft Excel for analysis. All countries, labels and graphic 

details have been meticulously placed and re�ned to maximize visual understanding and representational accuracy.

All content has been produced by Carrie Osgood, a Pulitzer Prize-nominated visual data journalist, creative communications strategist and university art & design 
professor. Throughout her career, Carrie has created customized work for major international organizations including the United Nations, the Associated Press, 
Columbia University's Earth Institute, the Guardian and Interbrand. She earned her Master’s Degree in Communications Design from Pratt Institute.
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Carrie created the �rst map in the series using 2010 data after the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) asked her to look at their 
data and create various infographics supporting their 7 Billion 
Actions initiative. While they never purchased this infographic map 
showing the population of the world (and thus never in�uenced 
the copyright), they did hire her as a creative consultant who has 
collaborated with them on a variety of projects over the years.

While covering the U.S. Presidential Elections for the Associated 
Press, Carrie reached out to the World Religions Database for 
assistance producing an infographic pro�ling Mormonism, GOP 
candidate Mitt Romney’s religion. They generously provided her 
with a complementary temporary subscription to all of their data 
in exchange for a source credit. Curious to see what their 
compelling data might look like on a global scale, months later 
she integrated their 2010 �gures with her world population map 
she created a year earlier as a personal project for fun, and it 
lived in obscurity for years.

March 21, 2019
Flash forward six years, and Frank Jacobs of Strange Maps 
discovered Carrie’s personal project online, and he unexpectedly 
wrote an article about her Major World Religions map for Big 
Think, calling it “the best, simplest map of world religions ever.” 
Since then, her infographic map of Major World Religions has 
gone viral with thousands of active viewers, appearing in 
numerous publications and blog posts around the world.

The outpouring of excitement and interest inspired the 
development of the Data Atlas of the World. 

Carrie launched the Data Atlas of the World at the National Council 
for the Social Studies (NCSS) Annual Conference in Austin, Texas, 
with 18 infographic maps for sale as posters.

Twenty-four infographic maps were on display at the Emmanuel 
Gallery at University of Colorado Denver as part of the College 
of Arts & Media faculty exhibition (where Carrie teaches 
part-time). People of all ages actively explored 24 maps 
on a giant 60-inch (152 cm) touchscreen monitor.

(Carrie also teaches part-time at Metropolitan State University of Denver.)
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March 31, 2020
The release of the Online Edition welcomes people around the 
globe to explore the growing series of infographic maps (26 to date) 
across all devices, from computers and tablets to smartphones.

Read full article at:
https://bigthink.com/strange-maps/world-map-of-religions
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