Harlan Paul Mehling was born to
parents, Irving and Gladys Wegner Mehling
at their farm home near Bayard, Nebraska on
March 9, 1935. Harlan attended grade school
in the country near their home and started high
school in Bayard in 1949. Butdue to the terrible
record breaking winter he could not continue
to travel to school so he did not finish his
education. In 1950, his parents sold their farm
in Nebraska and purchased the Preuss ranch 10
miles north of Ekalaka. They needed to move
some of their equipment to their new home so
15 year old Harlan drove their International
WO tractor all the way from Nebraska to
Montana. They established their cattle ranch
and Irving had Harlan and his younger brother,
Frank, for his help. Irving passed away in 1958
so Harlan and Frank continued operating the
ranch. In 1963, Harlan left the ranch, moved
to Ekalaka and opened a car dealership, Arctic
Cat dealership, and Mehling Garage. He was a
very skilled mechanic. Shortly after he began
farming on a small scale, share cropping
and cash leasing from other land owners.
As time went on he began farming on his
own and he acquired some of his own land
and the operation kept growing until he was
tilling several thousand acres. Harlan was a
collector at heart. He collected cars and later
sold them to focus on antique tractors. He
traveled around the United States and Canada
to purchase tractors, then he restored them to
operating condition. In August 2021 he sold his
tractors. He is survived by his brother, Frank
(Charlene); niece, Marcia Monforton and her
daughter Kaylie; nephew Paul Mehling and
his wife Michelle. He is preceded in death by
his parents Irving and Gladys Mehling.
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For My Uncle

I have so many memories
Of the times we spent together,
And even though you’re no longer here,
I’ll cherish them forever.
I miss your laughter so much
and the mischief in your smile.
When I feel the sadness welling up
I’ll remember it a while.
For though you are no longer here,
You’ll never be truly gone.
So long as I have these memories,
Your spirit will carry on.
So until I see your smile again,
I’ll hold you in my heart and mind.
A shining example, my uncle
Of the best of humankind.

Harlan Mehling

FUNERAL SERVICE:
Tuesday, November 7, 2023 11:00 am
Stevenson Funeral Home
Ekalaka, Montana

VISITATION:
Monday, November 6, 2023 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Stevenson Funeral Home
Ekalaka, Montana

OFFICIATING:
Tom Stieg

MUSIC:
Charlene Mehling & Sheila McCalmont

HONORARY PALLBEARERS:
Dennis Bishop &
A1l of Harlan’s Friends and Neighbors

PALLBEARERS:
Terry Stieg Bob Jacobs
Ken Jesperson Mitch Malcolm
Alan Hutchinson Ivan Jardee
Steve Rosencranz Ron Rosencranz

INTERMENT:

Beaverlodge Cemetery
Ekalaka, Montana

ARRANGEMENTS BY:

Stevenson Funeral Home
Ekalaka, Montana

Lunch will be served at
the Carter County Event Center
following the committal service.
Everyone is welcome. %
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