
Joel Koster

Memorial Service
Saturday, February 3, 2024 - 10:30 AM
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church

Lake Benton, Minnesota

OĸciaƟng - Rev. Erik Lund

Scripture Reading
Psalm 23                         Psalm 27
John 3:1-16             Job 19:23-27

Organist - Elaine Van Dyke

CongregaƟonal Hymns
"Amazing Grace" - Hymn 379

"I Know That My Redeemer Lives" - Hymn 152
"Abide With Me" - Hymn 588
"BeauƟful Savior" - Hymn 369

Urn Bearers
Mackenzie Lau   Madison Hennen
Morgan Radel              BreƩ Koster
Brooke Davies               Ben Davies

Inurnment
St. John's Immanuel Lutheran Cemetery

Verdi, Minnesota

Arrangements Entrusted To
Hartquist Funeral Home

Remember Me

Don’t remember me with sadness,
Don’t remember me with tears,

Remember all the laughter,
We’ve shared throughout the years.

Now I am contented
That my life it was worthwhile,

Knowing as I passed along the way
I made somebody smile.

When you are walking down the street
And you’ve got me on your mind,

I’m walking in your footsteps
Only half a step behind.

So please don’t be unhappy
Just because I’m out of sight,
Remember that I’m with you

Each morning, noon and night.

Joel Koster

March 13, 1945 - January 25, 2024



Joel is lovingly remembered by his wife, Kathy 
Koster of Brookings; his children, Kelli (Dan) 
Radel of Arco, Minnesota, and Bonnie (Bobby) 
Davies of Shakopee, Minnesota; grandchildren, 
Mackenzie (Sam) Lau, Madison (Connor) 
Hennen, Morgan Radel, BreƩ (Margo) Koster, 
Brooke Davies, and Ben Davies; great-
grandchildren, Preslee and GarreƩ Lau and Joel 
Koster; and siblings, Dale (Sharon) Koster of 
Sugar Hill, Georgia, and Diann (Eugene) Moon of 
Burnsville, Minnesota.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents; brothers, Lester, Byrl and 
David; his sister, Verna Kuhn; and mother- and 
father-in-law, Arnold and Fern Norgaard.

Joel Gene Koster was born on 
March 13, 1945, in Hendricks, Minnesota, to Leo 
and Esther (Trautman) Koster.  Joel was bapƟzed 
and later conĮrmed at Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church in Verdi Township.  He aƩended school in 
Lake Benton, Minnesota, parƟcipated in football, 
basketball, baseball, and track, and graduated in 
1963.  He then aƩended South Dakota State 
University in Brookings, South Dakota for two 
years to study pharmacy before being beckoned 
home to help his father on the family farm.  On 
April 7, 1968, he was united in marriage to his 
lifelong love, friend and partner, Kathy (Norgaard) 
Koster.  AŌer their marriage, Joel conƟnued to 
farm with his brother, Byrl, and cousin, Mark 
Trautman, for 50 years.  Joel passed away 
peacefully, surrounded by his family, at his home 
in Brookings, South Dakota, on Thursday, January 
25, 2024 at the age of 78.

Joel was a devout member of St. John's 
Lutheran Church in Lake Benton.  Over the years, 
he was involved in choir, men's club and church 
council, having held the oĸces of President, 
Financial Secretary and Treasurer.  Joel was a 
member of the Drammen Township board for 39 
years and served on the Lake Benton school board 
for several years.

Joel enjoyed farming, feeding caƩle, and 
watching Minnesota Vikings football and 
Gunsmoke on TV.  He loved the good old 
Trautman-recipe bologna (making sure his 
brothers, sisters and daughters had a taste too) 
and playing the card games Pepper and SchaŅopf 
(sheep's head).

Joel loved the Lord deeply and found many 
opportuniƟes to insƟll the knowledge of how our 
Father takes care of us and loves us.  This love 
permeated into the way he supported the church 
and took care of his family.  CollecƟvely, we are 
grateful to have had his steady and faithful 
guidance in his roles as husband, father, brother, 
uncle, and friend.

Blessed be the memory of Joel Koster.


