Erika Aron Holder was born on June 13, 1989, to Aron
and Cynthia (Hubert) Holder in Burnsville, MN. She was
immediately diagnosed with the birth defect of Spina
Bifida. Although this was very challenging, Erika always
kept a positive attitude about it and never let it get her
down. Erika was confirmed at Chippewa Falls Lutheran
Church in Terrace, MN and grew up in Glenwood, MN.
She attended Minnewaska Area School District and later
transferred to Jefferson Senior High School where she
graduated in 2010. While in high school, Erika enjoyed
singing in choir and participating in Adaptive Bowling,
where she earned many gold and silver metals.

Erika worked at Alexandria Opportunities Center,
packaging and assembling. She did her job very well and
optimistically, which earned her employee of the
month. She loved to embroider, work on adult coloring
books, and puzzles, play cards and Mancala, being
around people, and fishing and hunting with her dad.
She was electronically savvy, very social, known to be a
“hugger”, had a good sense of humor, was easy to talk
to, compassionate, and went out of her way to cheer up
others. Erika’s mom was her primary caregiver and they
both felt very blessed for the time and bond they were
able to share together. One of her most recent joys and
pride was being an aunt to her niece, Maya. Erika was a
true light in this world and she will be missed by all who
knew her.

Erika passed away peacefully in her home with her
mom by her side at the age of 33. She is survived by her
mother, Cindy Holder; father, Aron Holder; brother,
Sean Holder; niece, Maya Holder; grandmother, Judy
(Harlan) Hubert-Heidecker, grandfather, Larry Holder;
significant other, Travis Schmidt, and many aunts,
uncles, and cousins. Erika is preceded in death by
grandparents, Gerald Hubert, Kathy (Larry) Gilbertson,
and Dorothy Holder.

2 P I’'m Free

# Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free,

I'm following the path God laid for me.
I took his hand when I heard his call,

I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day,
To laugh, to love, to work, to play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way,
I've found that peace at the close of the day.

If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joy.
R friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Bh yes, these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My Life's been full, I savoured much,
Good friends, good times, a loved one's touch,

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don't lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,

God wanted me now, He set me free. #
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Enika’s family would lifee to give a special
suppext in this difficult time and for sharing in
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