
Please take so
lace in

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g p

arab
le . . . 

“I am
 stan

d
in

g u
p
o
n
 th

e seash
o
re. A

 sh
ip

 at m
y sid

e sp
read

s h
er w

h
ite sails 

in
 th

e m
o
rn

in
g b

reeze an
d
 starts fo

r th
e b

lu
e o

cean
. S

h
e is an

 o
b

ject o
f b

eau
ty an

d
 stren

gth
 

an
d
 I stan

d
 an

d
 w

atch
 h

er u
n
til at len

gth
, sh

e’s o
n
ly a rib

b
o
n
 o

f w
h
ite clo

u
d
 

ju
st w

h
ere th

e sea an
d
 sky co

m
e to

 m
in

gle w
ith

 each
 o

th
er. Th

en
,

 so
m

eo
n
e at m

y sid
e says, ‘Th

ere! S
h
e’s go

n
e!’  “G

o
n
e w

h
ere? G

o
n
e fro

m
 m

y sigh
t --- th

at is all. 

S
h
e is ju

st as large in
 m

ast an
d
 h

u
ll an

d
 sp

ar as sh
e w

as w
h
en

 sh
e left m

y sid
e, 

an
d
 ju

st as ab
le to

 b
ear h

er lo
ad

 o
f livin

g freigh
t to

 th
e p

lace o
f d

estin
atio

n
. 

H
er d

im
in

ish
ed

 size is in
 m

e, n
o
t in

 h
er, an

d
 ju

st at th
e m

o
m

en
t w

h
en

 so
m

eo
n
e at m

y sid
e says, 

‘Th
ere! S

h
e’s go

n
e!’ th

ere are o
th

er vo
ices read

y to
 take u

p
 th

e glad
 sh

o
u
t, 

‘Th
ere! S

h
e co

m
es!’ A

n
d
 th

at is d
yin

g.”
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C
elebr

atin
g

 th
e Life o

f C
u

r
tis Z

ear
ley

C
om

m
ittal Service

Friday, A
ugust 27, 2021; 12:00 PM

M
ilitary H

onors Provided by M
andan Veterans O

f Foreign W
ars Post #1326

Im
m

ediately follow
ing the burial service, the fam

ily invites you to join them
 

at M
andan L

egion Park Shelter #1 &
 W

arm
ing H

ouse, south M
andan near the golf course.  

A
 catered lunch and drinks w

ill be served w
ith live accordion old tim

e m
usic as entertainm

ent. 

C
urtis W

illiam
 Z

earley, 71, passed aw
ay D

ecem
ber 2, 2020, at Sanford M

edical C
enter due 

to long-standing health issues and com
plications related to C

O
V

ID
. 

C
urt w

as born in B
ism

arck on M
arch 27, 1949, to M

iner and Violet (Thorp) Zearley and resided 
in the B

ism
arck-M

andan area his entire life. H
e enlisted during the Vietnam

 W
ar and served as 

a N
avy Seabee from

 1968-1970. H
e m

arried Linda Schm
idt on Septem

ber 15, 1972, and had 
three children. H

e w
as em

ployed at B
urlington N

orthern R
ailroad for 20 years and later becam

e 
a M

illw
right in the 1990’s. 

H
e loved to travel and w

as alw
ays planning his next trip. H

e loved to talk about his tim
e in A

laska, H
aw

aii, and he even traveled back 
to V

ietnam
. A

lthough he prim
arily lived his adult life in M

andan, he alw
ays yearned to farm

. W
e thank the Schm

idts for w
elcom

ing 
him

 onto their farm
 and letting him

 live out his dream
. 

C
urt is survived by his w

ife, Linda, one daughter B
iana (B

ob) Sm
olich, A

rlington, VA
, tw

o sons Ryan and R
oss, M

andan. H
is m

other, 
V

iolet, and one brother, C
lifford (Tam

m
y), M

andan. Tw
o sisters, M

arcie (Tom
) W

hite, M
andan, and Sharon Johnson (M

ark K
oenig), 

Flasher. Tw
o sisters-in-law, Janice (Tom

) H
aggert, D

etroit Lakes, M
N

, and N
ancy Zearley, B

ism
arck. 

C
urt w

as preceded in death by his father, M
iner, and tw

o brothers, D
oug and Jeff. 

The fam
ily of C

urt w
ould like to extend their gratitude to fam

ily, friends, and neighbors for their com
forting expressions of sym

pathy 
show

n to us in m
any w

ays. W
e appreciate your thoughtfulness and genuine acts of kindness and assistance.  
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