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Perhaps you sent a lovely card,

or sat quietly in a chair.
Perhaps you sent a funeral spray,
If so we saw it there. _ _
THE LIFE OF

Perhaps you spoke the kindest words,
that anyone could say.

Perhaps you were not there at all,
just thought of us that day.
Whatever you did to console our hearts,
we thank you so much whatever the part...
The family of Earl Christopher Cornish, Jr.

The Family Received Personal Care from the Staff, of,

FUNERALS+CREMATION+*RECEPTIONS

6601 East Cé(fam venue ¥ Denver, Colorado 80220
Phone (303) 996-0869 g Fax (303)996-08 91 www. PipkinBraswell.com

s When Someone You Love Becomes A Memory; The Memory Becomes 'A'Treasure.’

.
BNXcited

January 29, 1935 — September 26, 2023



A Ftan 4 Amazing Initgedyy

Earl Christopher Cornish, Jr. was born to Earl Christopher Cornish,
Sr, and Ollve Louise (Whalen) Cornish on January 29, 1935, at 4:20
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B e ¥ Earl Christopher Cornish, Sr entered the U.S. Army during World

iy ™ War ll and, due to the illness of his mother, Earl Jr. spent his forma-

&/ tive years on the tough streets of Philadelphia. Fortunately, he was

° " an exceptional athlete, excelling in track and field, as well as

R ot / ' _ spending a short stint in a boxing gym, where he learned to use his
8 fists to protect himself from the perils of gang violence.

While in high school, at the age of 17, Earl's mother passed away. As a result, Earl Jr, the eldest of four
siblings, including Peggy, Ronnie, and Guy, moved in with their paternal grandmother whom they
loved dearly and referred to as "Nana..

Earl Jr left high school before graduating to join the U.S. Air Force, only after having received the sig-
nature from his reluctant father. A parent's signature was required by all enlistees under 18 and, as
Earl explained, “dad saw horrific violences in World War Il that he never spoke about to anyone.' He
didn't want his underaged, greatly athletic, and highly intelligent son to enter what he knew would
become a horrific Korean War. Earl, determined to leave the war-torn streets of Philadelphia and
see the world, was able to convince his father to give his permission as well as his blessings. After
enlisting on July 8,1952, and completing a rigorous bootcamp with workouts that enhanced his dis-
ciplined athletic nature, Earl was shipped to the U.S. Air Force Base in the United Kingdom.

Earl's military service took him to London, where he witnessed first-hand Queen Elizabeth II's Coro-
nation on June 2,1953. While working on assignment to Communications in the Air Force, Earl's ath-
letics portfolio caught the eye of the Major General of the USAF and the National Playing Fields As-
sociation. He was drafted to play the left end position for the United States Air Force Football Team
(USAFE), the London Rockets in Europe.

During the 1954 Season, Earl Cornish, Jr, known as the “Philadelphia flash’, earned the reputation of
being a great clutch performer all season and was particularly outstanding in the semi-final clash
with Landstuhl in the championship battle on November 27,1954, During a game where the London
Rockets faced the Chaumont Mudhens in Chaumont, France, he made circus catches all over the
field against the befuddled defenders and scored twice in London's 25-0 victory. Cornish, the young
man with the big stride, caught seven touchdowns to become the highest-scoring end in the UK for
the '54 season, as reported in the Army, Navy, Air Force Daily News.

Saturdag October 21,2023, 2:00PM
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“Father Can You Hear Me"
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OLD TESTAMENT | NEW TESTAMENT
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Minister

Jennifer Hudson Recording
"Jesus Promised Me A Home"”
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"Amazing Grace”
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“Never Would Have Made It"
Marvin Sapp Recording

COMMITTAL | CLOSING PRAYER | BENEDICTION

Recessional Carl Carlton Recording

“She’s A Bad Mama Jama®
PRIVATE CREMATION

Denver, Colorado
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Earl Cornish was being encouraged by all who knew him to apply to play inter-collegiate football at
any college throughout the United States. Wayne M. Parsley, Major USAF, wrote on September 29,
1954, “"Earl Cornish Is a very gregarious person and, in my view, has the ambition to extend his edu-
cation and football career. It Is therefore recommended that this letter is used by the bearer to In-
troduce himself to the officials of any school of his selection.

S & P U Farl Cornish, Jr played as an outstanding champion in all four football championship games before

NOVEMBER 27,1954 CHAUMONT, FRANCE, 13.30 hrs.

USAFE * - . leaving the service on July 7,1956, with an Honorable discharge. After being discharged, Earl Cor-
o B - ' nish settled in Colorado, a state with beautiful mountains, clean air, and open land whereby he
could enjoy running, golf, skiing, hunting, fishing, and camping.

Earl made his home all over Colorado. In Denver, he found a social and nightclub life that afforded
SR TN | him the opportunity to mingle with other African Americans on the dance floor as well as the
ROCKETs o MUDHENSE B S o, nearby ski-slopes. Earl was a long-time member of Denver's Premier African American Slip-
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Earl accepted a full athletic scholarship to Colorado State University, then known as Colorado A &
M. Earl was a trickster who ran the 220 yard-dash and the low hurdles where he broke many state
and national records. He also played on both the defensive and offensive teams for the CSU Foot-
ball Aggies. Earl began a professional football career in the early 1960s after being drafted by the
Green Bay Packers under the legendary coach Vince Lombardi. However, when Coach Lombardl
asked Earl to go to Canada to Green Bay's Specialist Camp for one year. Earl refused the opportuni-
ty to continuously play for Green Bay, because he did not make enough money to move his young
family to Canada. Earl made the difficult decision to leave football behind to pursue his passion for
geology and to raise his twin daughters Helena and Elisa, and his son, Carlton, with his first wife,
Frances.

For several years, Earl worked as a geologist at The Colorado School of Mines Research Foundation
In Golden, Colorado, before joining an oil exploration firm as a general partner, igniting his entre-
preneurial spirit. In the early 1970s, he founded Diversified Manufacturing Corporation (DMC) in the
heart of Denver's inner city and expanded It to San Leandro, CA. Earl understood the economic
challenges faced by his employees and devised innovative solutions to support his workforce and
the company's success. Earl's first marriage ended after 15 years.

Ten years later, on that fateful Saturday night, October 20, 1984, Earl asked Sherdyne to the dance
floor, It would be the very first time they had ever seen each other. Over the 39 years of their life to-
gether, Earl and Sherdyne Cornish often reminisced over the joy and happiness of an uninterrupted
love affair full of romance, and devotion. Their marriage was a blessing from God with a special
love sent to the both of them from heaven.




Earl co-founded the non-profit Academic Skills School Program along with his wife Sherdyne.
Their mission was to empower teachers and students by enhancing the effective use of technolo-

gy In mathematics instruction. In 2008-2009, Earl and Sherdyne opened the only Obama for Presi- :
dent Office in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, earning them an invitation from the Presidential Inaugural I love thee to the depth and breadth and height

Committee requesting the honor of presence to attend and participate in the Inauguration of My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
Barack H. Obama as President of the United States of America and Joseph R. Biden, Jr. as Vice Pres- For the ends of being and ideal grace.

ident of the United States of America. In 2018, Earl and Sherdyne co-founded Cornish Adult Day I love thee to the level of every day's

Care Center for Disabled Veterans and Adults, their mission being to service and advocate for the Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.

disablea. I love thee freely, as men strive for right.
I love thee purely, as they turn from prazse /.,—-\
I love thee with the passion put to use '

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.

Earl loved music. Classic soul ballads, rhythm and blues, smooth jazz, and soulful gospel were
among his favorites. His favorite dance song that ignited within him joyful moves on the dance I 1]
floor was "She's a Bad Mama Jama" by Carl Carlton. Earl was an avid reader of all books, specifical- n my old griefs,

ly books on history, war, technology, business, Black history, mathematics, and science. The book and with my childhood's faith.
he was reading before his death was The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story, created by Nikole Han- I love thee with a love I seemed to lose

nah-Jones, winner of the Pulitzer Prize. With my lost saints.

I love thee with the breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life;

Earl Cornish, a man of amazing integrity and character, left a legacy of love to his family and others

who knew him. He was a devoted grandfather who never missed his grandchildren’s athletic com- :
" Ll . . . " and, if God choose,

petitions and beamed with pride as they excelled in music, pre-collegiate, competitive sports, and

sports at the collegiate level. At the same time, Earl took an active role in helping to raise Sher- I shall but love thee

dyne's two young boys, DeAndre and Cleophus (Cle). Earl and Cle fell in love with each other on better after death.

sight. He became Cle's role model. Teaching Cle to ride a bike, drive a car, attending his

back-to-school conferences, instilling in him a sense of hard work in both academics and sports.

He taught him to never give up on his life goals, no matter what difficulties life put in his path. As

Earl aged and his iliness claimed his strength, Cle became Earl’s right hand man, traveling on the

train with his mom and Earl to the West Coast, to places he had promised his family to go for years,

and back home to Philadelphia/ New Jersey/Washington D.C. to visit Earl's siblings and two

nieces. Cle actively participated in the home care program established for Earl at the close of his

life.

Earl Christopher Cornish, Jr. is survived by his beloved wife, Sherdyne Cornish; daughters, Helena
Urban and Elisa Cornish; sons, Carlton Cornish, DeAndre Carroll, and Cleophus Morris; seven
grandchildren: Nichole Urban, Danielle Teixeira, Landon Urban, Wynne Clayton Jr., Valery Clayton,
Miles Clayton, and Emma Ray Anne Davis-Carroll. Earl also leaves behind three great- grandchil-
dren, Abigall Teixeira, Issic Teixeira, and Cloey Teixeira; his brother, Guy Cornish; his first wife, Fran-
ces Farris Bailey; his aunt Lillian Cornish; two nieces, Christina Lemond & Tanya Nichols; and a
host of relatives and friends.




	Earl Christopher Cornish, Jr proof2 pg 8_1
	Earl Christopher Cornish, Jr proof2 pg 2_ 7
	Earl Christopher Cornish, Jr proof2 pg 6_ 3
	Earl Christopher Cornish, Jr proof2 pg 4_ 5

