Spring Showers

I like to watch the lightning,
go flashing through the sky.
And listen to the thunder,
as it rumbles far and nigh.
‘With vivid streaks of fire,
then they strike the earth below.
And God’s earth is shaken,
by a mighty thunderous blow.
Then the crowd, they drift away,
like showers of the spring.
And then the earth has been refreshed,
and God did everything.

Written by Willie Jonker,
for an 8th grade class project, for a County Contest.
Based on the 2nd verse of How Great Thou Art.
Received a ribbon of accomplishment.
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BUT THOSE WHO
HOPE IN THE LORD

WILL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH.,

THEY WILL SOAR ON
WINGS LIKE EAGLES;

THEY WILL RUN AND
NOT GROW WEARY

THEY WILL WAL%




Wilfred (Willie) Jonker was born Sept 9, 1933 to Henry and Bertha (De
Beer) Jonker in the Jonker family farm house several miles northwest of Or-
ange City, [A. This is the same house in which his dad was born. Willie passed
away peacefully at Avera McKennan Hospital in Sioux Falls, SD on August
31, 2022.

Willie grew up in the Orange City area, attended the OC Christian School
and then graduated from Western Christian High School in Hull, IA in 1951.
After graduation, he had several odd jobs before he was employed at Sioux Oil
Motor Co. and later with Al’s Floor Covering in Orange City. In 1952, he
met Gert Harmsen of Rock Valley, IA at the Orange City Roller Rink. Togeth-
er they skated in circles for two years before marrying on August 10, 1954.
They established a home in Orange City and had three daughters, Gina, Mary
and Brenda. In 1963, he purchased the Kragt Furniture in Rock Valley and
changed the name to Jonker’s Furniture. He owned and operated the store until
his retirement in 2005.

Willie was a member of the First Christian Reformed Church in Orange City
for the first 30 years of his life. He became a member of the Calvin Christian
Reformed Church after moving to Rock Valley. Willie enjoyed watching his
children and grandchildren grow in their own faith in Jesus Christ. They all
have fond memories of visiting with him about their activities, jobs and chil-
dren. Gert and Willie together enjoyed many years of bowling, fishing, golfing
and ballroom dancing together with their friends.

Willie truly loved God’s creation by spending many hours outdoors hunting,
fishing, hiking, and fur trapping. He also served for 10 years on the Sioux
County Conservation Board. Annual fishing trips to Canada with his brother,
uncle and many Rock Valley buddies was a highlight he looked forward to. In
the fall of the year, it was a common sight to see the Jonker’s Furniture truck
along the creeks and rivers while he was trapping furbearers. Willie also en-
joyed feeding and watching birds in his backyard, waiting each spring for the
return of his Purple Martins, and scouting Eagle activity and their habitats
throughout the Sioux County area.

In 1977, the Milwaukee Railroad discontinued service through Rock Valley
and began to dismantle all tracks and structures. In order to save the bridge
over the Rock River just west of town from being dismantled, Willie and a
friend, Bill Van Maanen, purchased the bridge from the salvage company. It
was later bought by the Rock Valley Kiwanis, and now it stands there as a key
fixture of Rock Valley’s scenic hiking trail.

Willie was survived by two daughters; Mary Dippold and her husband Terry
of Urbandale, IA and Brenda Elgersma and her husband Barry of Sioux Falls,
SD; as well as his seven grandchildren, their spouses and 17 great grandchil-
dren; sister Faye Pluim of Sioux Center, IA; brother Terry and his wife Jan of
Harrisburg, NC; sister in law Caroline (Art) Jonker of Hawarden, IA; and
brother in law Bernard Hietbrink of Bella Vista, AR.

Willie was preceded in death by his parents, wife of 64 years, Gert; brother,
Art; sister, Elaine Hietbrink; daughter, Gina; son-in-law, Rich Wesselink; and
great-granddaughter, Molly Elgersma.

Celebrating the Life of

Willie Jonker

September 9, 1933 ~ August 31, 2022

FUNERAL SERVICE
11:00 AM, Saturday, September 3, 2022
Calvin Christian Reformed Church
Rock Valley, Iowa

OFFICIANT
Rev. Gideon Wamala

PIANIST
Linda Vande Kerk

CONGREGATIONAL HYMNS
“For the Beauty of the Earth”
“All Creatures of Our God and King”
“This Is My Father’s World”

SPECIAL MUSIC
“How Great Thou Art”
Sung by: The Jonker Family

PALLBEARERS
Justin Elgersma ~ Mark Elgersma
Paul Elgersma ~ Jaydon Dippold
Eric Dingman ~ Jordan Cleigh

INTERMENT
Valley View Cemetery
Rock Valley, Iowa

Willie's family invites everyone for a time of food and fellowship in the
church fellowship hall following the committal service at the cemetery.



